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The tanks are all empty and the cages have been cleaned; the hay has been swept out
of the holding facility; Cynomys (the suburban and tanker) has been put up for (what we
hope will be a LONG) winter’s rest; and, most if not all of the prairie dogs are
hibernating (or will be shortly).  It has been a busy and hectic year for everybody! 
Prairie Dog Pals’ volunteers have conducted a number of outreach events (with more to
come), relocated over 1000 prairie dogs, helped the prairie dogs through some very dry
times; and, made ends meet thanks to our generous donors.  Please contact us with
suggestions for future newsletters, and let us know if you’d like to get more involved in
our efforts!

Inside this issue:

• A new look for the website
• What We’ve Done and Where We’re Going
• 2006 retrospective
• Public Service Projects
• Site Development
• Yips
• Fundraising Opportunities and Special Events

Website Revamp

Thanks to the efforts of Mitsuko Yoneyama (and a lot of guidance from Yvonne
Boudreaux and Margo DeMello) the website is sporting a totally new look.  The site is
more appealing and easier to navigate.  We have updated all of the web pages and
created a blogsite as well.  We’ll be adding the history of Prairie Dog Pals and more
sale items.  Did you know that you can donate your car on the website?  Please visit the
site to learn the latest.  Of course during the winter months the news won’t be changing
on a daily basis.  But we hope to provide new information about prairie dogs on an
ongoing basis.  So please visit (http://www.prairiedogpals.org/news.html).

Want to stay in closer contact with other members?  Join the weblist.  We have frequent
postings and these folks are the first to know. To subscribe to the Prairie Dog Pals email
list, email:  prairiedogpals-subscribe@yahoogroups.com

Finally, the Archives page is the place to check out on articles about prairie dogs and to
download and print out the handouts we use for outreach!  The files are all PDF so they
can be easily replicated.

PRAIRIE DOG TALES



What We’ve Done and Where We’re Going

Permits:

Prairie Dog Pals was issued a new permit by ???? for the capture and relocation of
prairie dogs.  The permit was required to accommodate a number of new sites within
the city.  Fortunately Yvonne’s knowledge of the system and our “reputation” facilitated
the permit process.

Critters:

We continue to see an increasing number of other species cohabitating or predating on
the prairie dogs at the West Mesa.  When we first surveyed the area in 2003 there was
a decided lack of any wildlife in the area.  Perhaps the noise from the airport and
shooting range discouraged the animals or the arid state of the area and lack of food
just encouraged them to pass through.   With the introduction of the prairie dogs
however we continue to see an increasing variety and number of other species.  This
year we’ve spotted eagles, hawks, elk, prairie rattlers, coyotes, cottontails and
jackrabbits and best of all, several burrowing owls.  We believe the health of the area
continues to improve.

New Technologies:

This season we employed a single-handed pistol-grip foaming device.  This is an
improvement over the “foaminator” employed during the previous seasons (2 hands,
one to hold the can and the other to operate the hose) and a quantum leap from the
days when we mixed the soap with the water as we flushed.  Dick Westphal was
instrumental in developing the “innovation”, he saw a need and filled it, and it was used
exclusively throughout the season.

Our burrow cam was inadvertently “disappeared”.  We loaned it to another group and it
was never returned.  Fortunately Steve Alejandro was willing to make a new and
improved “wireless” model (employing “prairie dog tooth” technology) that we used
during the latter part of the season.  During the interim we employed a primitive
stethoscope consisting of a long tube that we snaked down into the artificial burrow to
listen for movement.  Surprisingly enough it was quite effective in determining whether
the burrow was being used or not, but offered no indication as to what was occupying
the burrow.

At the end of the season it became apparent that there were some prairie dogs that just
were not going to be caught.  Their location (in grassy fields) precluded trapping (they
just were not interested) and flushing had proven ineffective.  In one instance in the 2
minutes it took me to get onto the field the prairie dog completely filled in the entrance of
the burrow!  These dogs are smart and have flood chambers, their burrows may be
inclined at an upward angle or they block the burrows on my arrival.  Whatever the
situation we need a new approach.  At the end of the season we started work on a
“burrow” or “tube” trap, something that would fit into the burrow and would “trap” the



prairie dog as it emerges from the burrow.   Dick Westphal has been working on the
design and has come up with a number of prototypes.  We field-tested a few but have
yet to come up with a fail proof design or for that matter to capture a prairie dog!

Humane Removals

Prairie Dog Pals continues to work with the City to remove prairie dogs from locations
where human conflict exists, but there are other individuals and companies who have
taken the humane approach to remove prairie dogs from locations slated for
development or where they pose a “perceived” threat to other animals or people.  We
would like to especially thank the City of Grants, The Strosnider Company, Mountain
Insurance, and the White’s, the Forse’s and the Dunn’s for working with us to humanely
relocate the prairie dogs.

2006 Season in retrospect

This year Prairie Dog Pals dealt with an onslaught of disinformation, misinformation,
and downright lies about plague, rabies, hanta virus, tularemia and even Monkey Pox!

Let it be known that prairie dogs do not carry plague.  Plague is transmitted by infected
fleas and carried by wild animals, feral dogs and cats and EVEN off leash pets.

Prairie Dogs do not roam, and thus have nowhere to carry plague from or to.  Nor do
they have any antibodies to fight the plague. If plague in introduced into a healthy
colony, the colony will perish within 24-48 hours.  The infected prairie dogs will usually
die in their burrows.  To prevent the chance of plague Prairie Dog Pals’ dust the
resident and relocation colonies bi-annually.  To prevent getting the plague, don’t
handle wild animals that have just died (the fleas leave the dying animal).  Plus, if you
are worried, humans react very favorably to antibiotics!  Fortunately Albuquerque has
not had a reported case a plague in 40 years.

Prairie dogs do not transmit rabies; prairie dogs have no saliva.  I imagine if bitten by a
rabid animal the prairie dog would die but it wouldn’t foam at the mouth (no saliva) and
attack a human!

The Hantavirus episode was an unintended surprise.  One of the television channels
was running an expose on Hantavirus and happened to “show” a prairie dog at the end
of the clip.  People made the obvious connection.  Deer mice carry Hantavirus. The
mice leave their waste in woodpiles, dusty corners and the like.  People usually contract
Hantavirus when cleaning out such areas and inhaling the dust.  Prairie dogs do not and
cannot carry the virus.   Health tip!  When cleaning suspect areas, spray them with a
10% solution of chlorine (e.g. bleach), let it sit for 1/2 hour then go ahead and clean, it
will kill the virus also consider using a mask and having plenty of ventilation.

Now tularemia was another surprise!  You get tularemia through handling skins of
infected dead animals through open cuts or sores in your hands.  Wild rabbits are
typically the culprits but I suppose any dead pelt would do the job (if it were infected).
Do you see where this is going?  Unless you skin and handle the pelts of dead animals
with you hands, and the animals are infected, and you have open cuts or sores on your



hands, you may contract tularemia.  On the other hand, pun intended, it is very unlikely
that any of us city dwellers would even be exposed to the possibility!

Finally monkey pox, some misguided, misinformed and malignant individual has been
posting signs about prairie dogs and monkey pox.  I hesitate to say this but monkey pox
is probably the best thing that could have happened to prairie dogs as it CURTAILED
the prairie dog pet trade.  Monkey pox, as it is aptly named, comes from monkeys.  As
prairie dogs and monkeys do not inhabit the same habitat it is unlikely that a wild prairie
dog could ever contract the disease under normal circumstances.  This poor soul who
continues to warn the public about the threat of monkey pox would better spend her
time talking about global warming.  The monkey pox scare came from infected Gambian
rats being imported by, let’s say, a less than diligent exotic pet sales house.  The rats
infected the prairie dogs, and the disease was transmitted to humans. The Government
stepped in and stopped the pet trade in prairie dogs.  A blessing for the prairie dogs as
no longer could unscrupulous people take young from their families for domestication.

And if the threats and scares weren’t enough there was an endless stream of calls
about removing dispersal prairie dogs from private property throughout the city and
within the state!

We removed prairie dogs from areas along Tramway, from City Parks, Schools, and
joint use properties, from Cedarcrest, Sedillo Hill, Los Lunas, Grants, from Shiloh, Nuez
Court, HWVideo, KNKOs, ??????  We did not remove prairie dogs from a number of
areas both within and outside of the city due to lack of habitat, lack of volunteers and
lack of resources.  In truth, and in retrospect, the missing element of this was
volunteers.  I think we could have found the money and equipment but we had no one
to do the work.  Yes we could have hired additional people but we are not a business,
we are not a pest removal company and we are not a panacea to the reality of living
along open space, national forest, or undeveloped areas and “dealing” with the resident
wildlife!

We have long been held hostage to the threat of poisoning and usually responded by
sending our already stretched resources to try and alleviate, intercede, and resolve the
problem.  The demands, however, have outstripped our ability to respond and in several
cases we have told the callers that we are unable to help them.

We have battled “innovations” such as the rodenator!  A cruel device that explodes a
mixture of gas in the burrow and leaves the prairie dogs dead, or worse, maimed,
crippled or unable to move, to die in agony over several days.  What blighted individual
could dream up such a disgusting device?

Our members are on constant guard from people who would break into their parked
cars, or verbally abuse them with insults for feeding the prairie dogs.  We’ve had no
reports of violence, but the physical threats are more than any person should have to
endure.

Yet, despite all these negative thoughts, these stumbling blocks, gumption traps and
attitude sucks, we have prevailed for another year.



Our caretakers have sustained the prairie dogs through a drought period exacerbated
by extremely high temperatures.  Our outreach volunteers continue to spread the word
that prairie dogs do not carry plague, but as wild animals, should be respected.  And our
intervention efforts have resulted in the relocation of over 1000 prairie dogs to private
property and the West Mesa.

What does our future hold?  We will continue to battle ignorance on all fronts.  Do it in a
positive and educational manner.  These people do not know any better.  We will
continue to protect prairie dogs from humans who don’t care or know any better by
capturing and relocating them where human conflict exists.  Our “engineers” Ed and
Dick are working on a better “prairie dog trap”.

There are so many useful causes out there how do you choose?  Well, choose what is
important to you and then DO SOMETHING.  For us it is this keystone species, the
prairie dog, specifically cynomys gunnisonia, our local residents.

Public Service Projects

Prairie Dog Pals participated in three public service projects this summer.

Zia Remediation: In June several volunteers joined the Zia Pueblo and Global
Concepts to restore selected areas of the relocation area.  During the day we erased
several roads and planted grass in several other areas.  At the end of a very long day
the area looked so much better and with the July rains is now growing new grass!

Bosque Clean up:  Prairie Dog Pals volunteers joined Councilor Martin Heinrich and
other groups to clean up an area along the Bosque.  It was a very productive day and
trees were planted, brush cleared, salt cedar removed, and the whole area took on a
new look!  Kudos to Councilor Heinrich for sponsoring the event.

West Mesa Remediation:  The intense relocations and expansion of the shooting range
resulted in the decision to develop a new area at the West Mesa (read “Site
Development”).   It was then decided that the existing area would be closed off by
erasing roads and reseeding.   On 15 October a number of volunteers gathered at the
West Mesa and raked, smoothed, broke up clods, seeded, mulched and watered.  By
the end of the day the roads had been closed and with some cosmetic placement of
scrub brush, given a wild and unused look.

Site Development, West Mesa

Prairie Dog Pals has a new relocation area at the West Mesa!  During the last week in
September City Employees and Prairie Dog Pals volunteers installed 204 artificial
burrows in a new area, approximately a mile north of the existing area.  The
development of a new area was necessitated by density and safety concerns. The
record number of city relocations saturated the existing area.  Additionally, the existing
area is near (but outside) the impact zone of the recently completed rifle ranges.  Thus it
was considered prudent to develop a new area.



Prairie Dog Pals worked closely with Parks and Recreation to layout a new area.
Several factors influenced the selection including available forage, grade, and soil type.
Once the selection was made, the burrows were laid out based on the geographic
proximity of the removal sites and estimated population (for relocation).  The City
procured most of the material and staged it at the West Mesa.  Prairie Dog Pals secured
the nursery pots that would be used for the nesting boxes and volunteers prepped them
by drilling holes to accommodate the tubing and installing a wire mesh “bottom”.

Then the work started.  The City supplied a Bobcat with attachments to auger the holes,
trench them, and then back fill them.  The operator, Augustine Armijo was an artist at
his work.  After discussing the reasons for the artificial burrow and construction aspects
he assimilated the information and developed a plan to complete the work with minimal
damage to the surrounding area.  He worked quickly and effectively, auguring 120 holes
on the first day.  The trenching took longer than planned, as Augustine was careful to
excavate only the minimum amount.  Then working with Prairie Dog Pals volunteers the
pots were set and then backfilled.  The entire operation took 6 days thanks to the expert
abilities of Augustine and help from our volunteers!

The only work remaining to be completed in the new area is reseeding of the backfilled
areas.  An excellent job completed quickly and effectively thanks to the cooperation
between Prairie Dog Pals and the City and the skills of Augustine.  The new area should
accommodate 1500 to 2000 prairie dogs over a 2-year period.

Fundraising Opportunities and Special Events

Prairie Dog Pal Day did not occur as planned.  Our guest speaker was on sabbatical
and so we were unable to finalize a time, place and program.  We are now planning to
have the event in April 2007.  If you’d like to help with the event in any way please
contact C. Rex with your interests and he’ll put you in contact with the coordinator.  We
plan to have a number of speakers as well as a brief business meeting to kick-off 2007
activities.  We’ll also have items for sale and an auction to benefit Prairie Dog Pals.
Keep your eyes on the web site and e-list for more information!

The annual meeting will be conducted on 29 October 2006, at St. Timothy’s Lutheran
Church on Jefferson.  The meeting will start at 200 PM and be completed by 330 PM, a
social with refreshments will follow the meeting.

There will be an outreach presentation this December at an Oasis sponsored event.
Prairie Dog Pals will be sharing the stage with Wild Friends??? and presenting an
overview on prairie dogs.  Lynn Diehl is coordinating the class with the assistance of
Dick Westphal.  Registration is closed and they are expecting an audience of 60 plus
attendees.



YIPS! to Special Prairie Dog “Pals”

Prairie Dog Pals thanks the following individuals for their hard work and dedication to
helping prairie dogs:

Prairie Dog Pals thanks the following individuals for their generous support of our
mission:

Finally, as a not-for-profit organization our
operations are funded by donations or
payment for rescue and relocation
activities.  Please help us help the prairie
dogs by donating!  All donations are tax
deductible and will receive a letter of
acknowledgement.  Checks should be
made out to Prairie Dog Pals and sent to
PO Box 14235, Albuquerque, NM 87191.
If you access the web site, you can use
one of the convenient donation buttons to
donate using a credit card.  Every little bit
helps!



Are you a supporter of Prairie Dog Pals?

Here’s how you can help:

Volunteer to be a caregiver, feeder, relocator, or other prairie dog pal!
Use your administrative skills to help us with our web site, PR, outreach, and more!
Make a donation to support our work!

We also accept additional donations of food and other needed supplies.

I would like to support Prairie Dog Pals.  Enclosed is my check for $ ______

I would like to volunteer to help Prairie Dog Pals. Please contact me at the following:

Name                                                                Phone                                                               

Address                                                            City, State, Zip                                                 

Cell Phone                                            E-mail                                                               

Send your tax-deductible donation to: PO Box 14235, Albuquerque, NM 87191

PLACE

STAMP

HERE

Prairie Dog Pals
PO Box 14235
Albuquerque, NM 87191


