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Welcome to the first Prairie Dog Pals newsletter! Along with our new e-list (to subscribe,
e-mail prairiedogpals-subscribe@yahoogroups.com), and the new materials that we’re
adding to our web site, we are starting a newsletter to keep our supporters updated on
our activities, accomplishments, and needs. Please contact us with suggestions for
future newsletters, and let us know if you’d like to get more involved in our efforts!

Inside this issue:

• Prairie Dog Articles Available
• What We’ve Done and Where We’re Going
• We Need Volunteers
• Other News
• Yips!
• Fundraising Opportunities and Special Events

Prairie Dog Articles Available

We have a number of new articles on important prairie dog and living with wildlife issues
that we have just placed on our web site (http://www.prairiedogpals.org/news.html).  A
number of our commonly used forms and handouts are available there as well! If you
don’t have web access and would like to receive a full copy of the articles summarized
below, reprints are available from Prairie Dog Pals at $1/article.

“All About Poisoning.” Everything you need to know about how the methods to poison
prairie dogs recommended by some government officials are inhumane.

“Plague Facts.” Prairie dogs do not carry plague. This useful article goes into the
history of bubonic plague, its methods of transmission, and methods of prevention.

“Tularemia.” Tularemia (also known as rabbit fever or deerfly fever) is an infectious
disease caused by a bacterium (Francisella tularensis). Find out more about this
dangerous disease and what you can do to watch out for it.

What We’ve Done and Where We’re Going

2005 Accomplishments: As a 501(c)3, not for profit charity, we are required to report
on our accomplishments to the Attorney General, annually.  During 2005 we relocated
1005 prairie dogs from threatened areas within the City of Albuquerque to safe habitat.
We provided outreach to approximately 150 people, recruiting 15 new members in the
process.  Finally, we provided supplemental care and feeding at over 35 prairie dog
sites within the City of Albuquerque.  For the complete text of our report to the Attorney
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General please visit the web site (http://www.prairiedogpals.org/news.html) and click on
2005 Accomplishments.

The Start of the 2006 Season
Prior to the onset of pup season (late April), we captured approximately 180 prairie dogs
that are currently being staged for relocation.  The prairie dogs came from both city and
private sites.  We’ll do a relocation in early June to clear the staging area for this
summer’s activities.  Our caregivers have been busy both at city sites and the relocation
areas, as the drought has stressed the colonies.  We’ve also conducted a number of
outreach activities.  For more information read on!

This pup is about 4 1/2 weeks old.  Her eyes are open, she’s moving around on her own, playing with her
brother and sister and starting to eat solid food.  Mom still supervises much of the day-to-day activities
and provides nourishment and care; however, this young lady will soon be ready to go out on her own!

2006 Work Plan
June:

• Trapping from southeast Indian School to Rover (along Tramway) to thin
approximately 200 adults from the population.

• Removal of prairie dogs at Bullhead Park, Veteran’s Memorial, and Phil Chacon
Park by flushing.

• Two-day visit to Grants to remove remaining prairie dogs from the Candelaria
Sports Complex.

• One-day visit to Los Lunas to remove prairie dogs from private property.
• Relocation:

• Check on the availability of previously installed artificial burrows utilizing the
burrow cam.

• Re utilize empty burrows if available
July:

• Flushing at Sandia Vista Park to remove prairie dogs burrowing in grassy areas.
• Flushing at Hayes and Kennedy Schools to remove prairie dogs from athletic

fields.
• Flushing at La Luz Armistad to remove prairie dogs from park area.
• Follow up at Bullhead Park, Phil Chacon, and Veteran’s Memorial.



August and September (through 15 September):
• Follow up at all city sites.
• Removal of Prairie Dogs by flushing at San Mateo.

Ongoing:
• Relocation:

• Site development as required
• Relocation of city prairie dogs to the West Mesa
• Relocation of non-city prairie dogs to northern site
• Follow up feeding and monitoring

• Flushing and trapping of prairie dogs (if volunteers are available) to remove
prairie dogs from various sites including: Southern; Sonic, Candelaria; IS Fire
Station; Landau, and other Tramway dispersals.

• Provide weekly supplemental feeding at West Mesa and Northern Site due to
drought conditions.

Please contact Ed at prairiedogpals@comcast.net if you can help with any of this.

We Need Volunteers!

We are creating a new section of the PDP web site to deal with volunteer issues, which
will list our volunteer needs, volunteer requirements, and more.  In the meantime, we
are seeking a new Volunteer Coordinator, a Media Coordinator, a Site Coordinator to
interface with the various feeders and caregivers at sites around the city.  We are also
seeking other folks who want to help with feeding, flushing, trapping, and relocation, and
more. Prairie Dog Pal volunteer extraordinaire Lynn Diehl has been working on
outreach issues with a number of school groups and Girl Scouts.  Lynn could use some
assistance so if you are interested, please volunteer to help! Finally, if your interest lies
more in the administrative or computer areas, we could use your help as well. To find
out more, go to http://www.prairiedogpals.org/news.html (click on Volunteer
Requirements) or contact Ed at prairiedogpals@comcsast.net.

Member Emeritus, Dick Westphal lends a
hand flushing.

A group of volunteers assist with one of the
relocations at the West mesa.



Other News

The drought conditions have stressed all the colonies.  We recommend weekly (bi
weekly during pup season) supplemental feeding with apples, carrots, sunflower seeds
and timothy hay.  Several of our members obtain excess produce from various
establishments and report that the prairie dogs also like melons (good moisture), lettuce
(place in burrow to prevent rapid drying) and other fruits and vegetables.  Feeding
should continue through the start of the monsoon season to assist the prairie dogs
during this difficult time. Sherri Domres has the PDP Costco Card, contact her on 275-
4145 or sherrihappy99@aol.com if you’d like to arrange for a bulk purchase.

      

The PDP web site is being updated on a more frequent basis and additional pages are
being added.  We hope to have a totally re-designed site very soon. In the meantime,
we’ve created a temporary “archive” page (bottom of the news page
http://www.prairiedogpals.org/news.html) where you can download printable copies of
our documentation.

In the future, our web site will include new pages that will allow our supporters and the
public to learn even more about prairie dogs, to shop for prairie dog merchandise, to link
to interesting books about prairie dogs and other wildlife, as well as find more
information on volunteering and other ways you can help prairie dogs. We are also
creating a photo gallery of prairie dog pictures.  If you have any pictures to contribute
please send them (CD preferred) to our mailing address or e-mail them to
prairiedogpals@comcast.net.  Donation buttons are now on every page and we’ll be
adding some sale items in the near future. Be sure to bookmark the site and visit us
often!

PDP members and volunteers (clockwise from
the upper left) Catherine, Betty, Fran, and Naomi,
help feed at the West Mesa in early May.
Graziella, below, assisted the following weekend.



YIPS! to Special Prairie Dog “Pals”

Prairie Dog Pals thanks the following individuals for their hard work and dedication to
helping prairie dogs:

Dick Westphal Bob Stephenson
Bob and Sherri Domres Ray Watt
Margaret Dowling Lynn Diehl
Fran Fabian Elizabeth Reilly
Graziella Singleton Margo DeMello

Prairie Dog Pals thanks the following individuals for their generous support of our
mission:

Diane Baptista Steve & Alison Alejandro
Kellie and Teresa Forse Glenwood Lofts, LLC/Mr. Kenney Hinkes
Nobuko Capute Michael and Karen Bewak
Graziella Singleton Bob and Sherri Domres
Sharyn Davidson Susan and Daniel Dunne
Celina and Ralph Levine Ms. Karen Lewis
Rex and Marilyn Stone Ms. Elissa C. Thompson
Colleen and Robert Kelsey Sandy Kingham
Lynn Lucchetti Mark Smith and Suzette Boudreaux
Lynn and Al Diehl Barb Forshay
Don and Carmen Carter Mr. and Mrs. George Guysi
Lisa Jennings Sally A. Kalemba
Nancy Marano Patricia Taylor
April Radbill Ms. Sara S. Sokolowski
Janet Squires Rhonda Fleming

Fundraising Opportunities and Special Events

The Prairie Dog Pals’ annual Garage Sale was held on the 6th of May.  Ray, Tania,
Ed and Graziella helped with the sale, and we had a number of donations as well.
While we didn’t have the turnover we experienced previously, it was a good day and
we cleared close to $400.   Thanks to all those who donated!

We are planning a fun and informative Prairie Dog Pal Day in October.  It will include
a number of speakers as well as a brief business meeting to summarize 2006
activities.  We’ll also have items for sale and an auction to benefit Prairie Dog Pals.
Keep your eyes on the web site and e-list for more information!

“The natural world changed dramatically. Some ecological damage can repair itself
and some damage is so great that it is irreversible.” Rosalie Little Thunder, board
chair of Seventh Generation Fund, board member of Predator Conservation Alliance
and member of Sicangu Lakota Oyate.



We have a limited number of Prairie Dog Pals items for sale.  If you are interested in
a ball cap, t-shirt or sweatshirt, please contact us at 296-1937.  The hats are $15; the
T-shirts $20 and the sweatshirts $25.  Other items will be added in the near future.

             

             Sweatshirt back/front                   T-shirt back/front                     Hat

   Prairie Dogs Huddle                                 Three Little Babes are We!

“Too often the mean, blinding, loveless doctrine is taught that animals have neither
mind nor soul, have no rights that we are bound to respect, and were made only for
man, to be petted, spoiled, slaughtered, or enslaved.”  John Muir, Naturalist

Service Project

Prairie Dog Pals has been invited to partner in an effort to perform a series of field
service projects at the release site.  The work includes erosion control, road closures
and soil remediation.   The landowner proposes that the work be completed during the
week of June 12 (June 12-June 16).  If you've never been to the release site it is
beautiful and located near the Cabazon and the Ojito Wilderness.  This project is
specifically aimed at restoring the land for the benefit of the prairie dogs that have been
relocated there.  It is not an open work party and only a limited number of volunteers will
be allowed into the area.  The restriction is due to the drought and collateral damage
caused by too many people and vehicles on too fragile an infrastructure.  If you are
interested in helping, email prairiedogpals@comcast.net with the days you would be
willing to work.  If you can't plan a full day please don't volunteer for the previously
stated reasons regarding the number of volunteers.



Finally, as a not-for-profit organization our
operations are funded by donations or
payment for rescue and relocation
activities.  Please help us help the prairie
dogs by donating!  All donations are tax
deductible and will receive a letter of
acknowledgement.  Checks should be
made out to Prairie Dog Pals and sent to
PO Box 14235, Albuquerque, NM 87191.
If you access the web site, you can use
one of the convenient donation buttons to
donate using a credit card.  Every little bit
helps!

Something good out of something
sad... Justin Bailey holds the sole
surviving infant female from a
recently poisoned field in
Farmington. He and his mom,
Shana, drove two hours each way
just to deliver her to our rescue
facility. Justin says he doesn't
actually "rescue" but that orphaned
and starved animals find him all the
time. This female approached him
and placed her head on his shoe in
exhaustion. Having already rescued
lots of animals in his young life, we
asked if he would become a
veterinarian one day, but Justin said
he would rather be a race car
driver....

Justin's curious charge is named Shana for
the time being, after his mom, while being
staged temporarily at our rescue facility. She
will be relocated along with other moms and
pups recently rescued from a site under
development.... Upon leaving her with us,
Justin wanted to make sure we knew that
"she really likes her groceries!"

“Stand on the mesa edge..so little lies
between you and the sky.  So little stands
between you and the earth.  One look and
you know that simply to survive is a great
triumph, that every possible resource is
needed, every possible ally-even the most
humble insect or reptile.”  Leslie Marmon
Silko, Native American (Pueblo) writer.



Are you a supporter of Prairie Dog Pals?

Here’s how you can help:

Volunteer to be a caregiver, feeder, relocator, or other prairie dog pal!
Use your administrative skills to help us with our web site, PR, outreach, and more!
Make a donation to support our work!

We also accept additional donations of food and other needed supplies.

I would like to support Prairie Dog Pals.  Enclosed is my check for $ ______

I would like to volunteer to help Prairie Dog Pals. Please contact me at the following:

Name                                                                Phone                                                               

Address                                                            City, State, Zip                                                 

Cell Phone                                            E-mail                                                               

Send your tax-deductible donation to: PO Box 14235, Albuquerque, NM 87191

PLACE

STAMP

HERE

Prairie Dog Pals
PO Box 14235
Albuquerque, NM 87191


