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Welcome t o Prairie Dog Tales, t he “ in-dept h”  Prairie Dog Pals periodical. We burrow int o 
t he issues t o dig out  t he det ails on mat t ers af fect ing prairie dogs and t heir pals.  
Inside this issue: 
 

• Prairie Dog Information 
• 2007 Accomplishments 
• Wilma or Willy 
• Menaul Poisoning 
• Princess Jeanne, Royalty?  
• In Memoriam  
• Screwworms 
• Pennyʼs Zen Garden 
• Roberta from afar  
• Ellie, our youngest activist 
• Season Conclusion 
• Thornton Ranch 

 
Prairie Dog Information 
  
We have a number of  art icles on prairie dog and living wit h wildlife issues available on our 
web sit e for your use or dist ribut ion. Check t he archives page for commonly used forms 
and handout s.  Go t o:  www.prairiedogpals.org/ archives. Check t he news page for t he 
lat est  act ivit ies! 
 
Summary of the yearʼs accomplishments 
 
I will address our accomplishment s in our annual let t er t hat  will be sent  out  in January 
2008.  However, I want ed t o highlight  t he following accomplishment s: 
 

• The f irst  Prairie Dog Pal-ooza was held on Eart h Day, 22 April. Wit h at t endance 
t opping 150 people, Pal-ooza was a huge success!   Our goal was t o make 
$4000.00 af t er expenses and we act ually over $10,000!  We are in t he planning 
st ages for Pal-ooza Too-za. 

• This year, we capt ured XXXX prairie dogs and released XXXX prairie dogs.  We were 
able t o achieve t his accomplishment  t hrough volunt eers and four employees.  
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Weʼve st art ed cat aloging some of  t he more int erest ing dispersal capt ures t hat  you 
can read about  below. 

• A privat e landowner poisoned t he prairie dogs on his land.  The applicat ion met hod 
and poison were bot h inappropriat e and many non-t arget ed species suf fered wit h 
t he prairie dogs.  While we were unable t o avert  t he poisoning we did save t he 
survivors.  We hope t o init iat e some polit ical act ion t o require a permit  for any 
poisoning in t he cit y. 

• “Come. Sit. Stay.  A Show That's All About Animals, “ on the Community Cable 
Channel, featured a half hour show on Prairie Dog Pals during August!  We have loaner 
DVDs if any wishes to watch the show. 

 
  
 
  

 
 
This ad should have appeared in our Pal-ooza newsletter last month.  Unfortunately Cynomys Rex 
went into pre-season hibernation when the final draft went out and neglected to include the ad.  
Animal Protection of New Mexico (APNM) and their political arm, Animal Protection Voters (APV) 
are great friends of the prairie dogs and all animals!  Support them if you can!! 
 
Wilma Shiprite 
 



What kind of a name is Wilma Shiprite? Especially since the name was originally Willy Shiprite! 
Well it is a contraction of sorts, a juxtaposition of the name of a place and a mis-sexed prairie dog. 
Willy's story began a few years back when he took up residence in a warehouse. The staff tried to 
dissuade Willy but after several failed attempts to place him back with his colony across the street, 
they just decided to let Willy be. Willy made himself a nest and lived quite comfortably off the fruit, 
veggies, and other goodies provided by the warehouse personnel. Willy even moved with the staff 
when they changed location! Well the staff eventually realized that a warehouse was no place for a 
prairie dog to live and that Willy should be reunited with his own kind. They placed a call to Prairie 
Dog Pals and Yvonne went out to investigate. She literally scooped Willy out of his nest and put 
him into a kennel, discovering in the process that Willy was in fact a Wilma. Many thanks to the 
folks at Shiprite for dong the right thing! 
 
 
Menaul Poisoning 
 
We were incensed about a tragic and completely senseless poisoning of a prairie dog colony 
located on the vacant lot west of the Diamond Shamrock gas station at Menaul and Tramway in 
Albuquerque. The exterminator contracted to perform the poisoning not only confirmed the action 
but also provided the MSDS (Materials Safety Data Sheet) for the information of several local 
residents who have expressed concern for the wildlife living there, as well as the risk to non-
targeted species. A number of dead prairie dogs were retrieved, as well as an even larger number 
of non-target species, such as doves and pigeons. As the type of poison used can prolong the 
suffering of affected animals up to a whole week, even non-targeted species may continue to be at 
risk for some time to come. 
 
On the Monday following the poisoning, two teams from Prairie Dog Pals visited the field and 
flushed the burrows in an attempt to rescue the remaining prairie dogs. They captured 15; however 
10 subsequently died despite Yvonne's attempts to counteract the poison using vitamin K. In a 
number of follow-up visits to the site an additional 4 prairie dogs were captured. This was once a 
healthy colony of approximately 75 prairie dogs.  We are looking for volunteers to create an 
ordinance that includes a review process and issuance of a permit for future actions of this nature.   
 
Princess Jeanne 
 
It was a dark and stormy night...wait that's not right, this is not one of THOSE stories. Ok it was a 
bright and sunny afternoon. Naomi and I had just returned from a release and were preparing to 
grab a bite to eat when the phone rang. HEEEEELP there's a prairie dog in my yard, can you help? 
Well the first thing to check is if it is REALLY a prairie dog or maybe just a ground squirrel, spotted 
squirrel or other hapless critter that had gotten lost and just happen to wander into this person's 
yard. The homeowner seemed to know his rodents (having rescued a squirrel from his car engine 
the week before) so we set off, armed with nets, blankets and a kennel. We arrived at the scene 
(picture Ghost Busters without the hearse) and set to work. She eluded us on our first try but we 
eased up to her and caught her on the second attempt. She was a little disoriented but otherwise 
ok. Another successful rescue? Not quite: it became successful a week later when she was 
released. Thanks much to the homeowner who took the humane approach to solving a problem! 
Oh yes, Princess Jeanne, no that's not the name the prairie dogʼs name, itʼs where we caught her! 
 
In Memoriam 
 
On 12 August, our beloved Petie died suddenly and unexpectedly. We had just returned from a 
leisurely brunch with old friends and former board members visiting Albuquerque, and weekend 
rescue work on some of the remaining relocation sites. Cynomys Rex sat down for some "Petie-
time", you know.... hands-on petting and cuddling. Petie was soon sated and waddled off after a 
few minutes. Just minutes later, C. Rex found him sprawled on the floor, unable to walk. He was 
limp and his eyes were glazed. We placed him on his kitchen bed in the sun hoping to revive him, 
but he stopped breathing a few minutes later. We can only surmise he suffered from a heart attack 
or stroke. As Petie was a rescue formerly in protective custody, we never knew his exact age. 



From his increasingly sedentary behavior and the silvery white fur on his muzzle, we surmise he 
was at least 6 years old, and probably older.  
 
A few weeks later, his surviving companion, Lilo, died of surgical complications following an 
operation. They will be terribly missed by all who knew and loved them. 
 
 
Screw worms! 
 
Our processing protocol calls for the 2/4/4/20/20/body inspection. Now, you may ask, just what is 
that? Well, 2 eyes, 4 teeth (2 upper 2 lower), 4 legs, 20 toe nails and 20 toes, then a general check 
for bite wounds or fur conditions that might require further treatment. Recently we found a young 
female from Veteran's Memorial with several bite wounds and movement under the skin! Gasp: 
screwworms! 
 
Paul and Yvonne quickly took matters into control and using hydrogen peroxide, screwworm spray, 
betadine, and a topical antibiotic, cleaned out and treated the wound, removing 65 screwworms in 
the process. The bulge in her side turned into an indentation! 
 
We expected the little girl to expire during the evening but the next morning she was up, had eaten 
some of her food and was quite interested (or annoyed) with her surroundings. We treated the 
wound again but it was clear of worms. By Wednesday, 2 day later, the wound had healed over 
and the prairie dog was well on her way to recovery. Many thanks to Paul and Yvonne for saving 
this girlʼs life! 
 
How does a prairie dog get screwworms? Well we surmise she had been in a fight and had some 
open wounds. The flies laid eggs in the wound and the rest is history.  Thankfully we caught the 
infestation before it became fatal! 
 
 Pennyʼs Zen Garden 
 

 
 
 
Pennyʼs Zen garden was created from the dirt and rocks taken from her birthplace at Golden Gate 
and Juan Tabo, two years ago.  The dirt is kept fresh in an airtight container until used.  The idea 
came to Pennyʼs companion humans while watching their chinchillas take dust baths in volcanic 
ash.  Penny enjoys many hours of “soil searching” and digging for truth in her native earth, 
however, she believes that true happiness is found in hollowed ground.  Penny is a 5 year-old 
compromised Gunnison rescued from the Golden Gate/Aspire Home site in 2005. 
 
The pictures above depict the Zen garden before (left) and after (right) meditation by Penny 
(center). 
 
By Bob and Sherri Domres 
 
 
 
Roberta 
 



Prairie Dog Pals received a call from a friend (or shall I say "pal" as she would most definitely be a 
prairie dog "pal"). Her niece, from Croatia was visiting for the summer and was interested in 
volunteering. C Rex met with Roberta and discussed the available volunteer activities. Roberta 
decided that she would like to help feed the prairie dogs at the holding facility on weekends, which 
is exactly what she did. I am not sure that she even knew what a prairie dog was but she soon 
learned. She was a great help and her assistance is much appreciated. She's returned to Croatia 
to continue with her education! Many thanks Roberta. 

 
 

Ellie Coonce, Playground Prairie Dog Pal 
 
This year Cynomys Rex had the privilege of having a full time assistant!  Ellie Coonce worked with C. 
Rex throughout the summer, flushing, trapping, staging, feeding, cleaning cages, and releasing prairie 
dogs.  But this was not Ellieʼs first encounter with Cynomys Gunnisonia!  No, her initiative on behalf of 



the prairie dogs may have contributed to change the way Albuquerque dealt with their prairie 
dogs…read on to learn Ellieʼs story. 
 
“How can they do this?” I fumed in outrage at my friend, Becca. 
 
“I know…but there's nothing we can do about it.   We're just kids.   Third graders can't change anyone's 
mind.   No one takes you seriously unless you're over 25 and have a job.”   She sulked, resting her chin 
on the rickety desk. 
 
“Well…I refuse to believe that. We have to do something!   A petition…a protest…talking to the 
administration…SOMETHING! They can't just kill these poor creatures because they're behind the 
playground. It's not right! They were here before us anyway…and here we are poisoning them because 
it's a slight inconvenience to us.   I'm going to do something, whether you're with me or not!” 
 
A grin spread across Becca's face “Of course I'm with you!   Want to come over today after school? We 
can maybe get started on some research or something.” 
 
That day after school, instead of going directly over to Becca's, we stopped by the principal's office and 
tried to talk to him.    “Sir, what you're planning to do out there is wrong.   Those prairie dogs never hurt 
you.    Don't kill them!   Please at least consider re-locating them!”  
 
Never, as long as I live, will I forget what happened next.   He laughed.   He laughed in a way that 
made my blood boil.   It was a slimy, condescending laugh that I would hear many times 
again…because I'm “just a kid'.   I felt like I was about to explode.   “We'll be back”, said Becca, before 
we left the office fuming.   
 
“You know, you'd think they'd be glad that there are kids that sincerely care about what's going on in 
this world.”   I raged as we walked to Becca's house. 
 
The next week was spent gathering signatures on a petition, researching, marching around the 
playground with cardboard signs, but most of all, it was spent making the principal listen to us.   It's 
hard to ignore three sheets of signatures, adults and children, extensive research, and fiery passion 
which was most definitely there. 
 
In the weeks that followed, the rest of my world was drowned out.   This was my cause, and it was all I 
cared about.   We ended up being successful, at least for the time being.   It was no great victory, but 
we made the administration stop and think.   
 
Now, five years later, there is no question in my mind that animal activism is my calling.   I cannot 
imagine a complete life for myself without making a significant impact in the life of animals.    Since this 
I have spread awareness about animal rights, become a vegetarian, joined the Peta2 Street Team, 
sent letters and called too many companies to count, created and presented an animal testing 
PowerPoint to a group of my peers, and done many other things that I believe will help improve the 
quality of life for animals.   It is my passion, my driving force.   There's nothing in the world I love more. 
 
By Ellie Coonce 
 
 
Prairie Dog Season Ends 
 
The smell of burning leaves, the nip of jack frost in the air, the roar of the football crowd, and, this 
being New Mexico, we canʼt forget roasting chile at roadside concessions everywhere!   These are 
some of the harbingers of fall.  And, as we have a herald for spring, Prairie Dog Day on 2 
February, we also have the Last Release marking the end of our season.  On 23 September a 
number of folks involved in the relocation process met at the West Mesa to release the last 25 
prairie dogs for 2007.   You can view pictures of the releases on the website.  All agreed that it was 
a very productive season with over 1900 prairie dogs released, 17xx to the West Mesa for the city 
and 1xx from private properties in and around the city to the Sevilleta. 
 
Thornton Ranch 



 
Prairie Dog Pals had some very excit ing news.  The owners of  Thornt on Ranch have invit ed 
a number of  organizat ions, under t he umbrella of  Forest  Guardians t o part icipat e in t he 
reint roduct ion of  prairie dogs ont o t he ranch in t he Galist eo Basin.  The ranch is over 
10,000 acre of  prist ine prairie land and will be an ideal locat ion for t he prairie dogs.  We 
are working wit h Forest  Guardians, t he ranch owners, and ot her concerned organizat ion t o 
developing an operat ing plan, prot ocols and procedures.  It  is very likely t hat  we will begin 
sit e development  in t he select ed relocat ion area eit her lat e t his year or early next  year.   
 
Prospects for the Future 
 
Weʼve experienced an increasing number of calls from both within the city and across the state.  It 
seems that more and more people are concerned about the plight of prairie dogs.  Sure we get our 
share of crank calls who feel prairie dogs are flea infested, plague carrying vermin that should be 
exterminated, and those that feel the prairie dogs pose a threat to horses, cattle, and just about 
anything else raised on their corporate funded leased land.  But the majority of the calls are 
positive and this is heartening.  We all must expand our collective vision to find a suitable home for 
all prairie dogs.  It is the only way we can ensure the continued existence of this keystone animal 
for generations to come.  Volunteer, contribute, speak out, just get involved. 
 
 
 

 

Finally, as a not -for-prof it  organizat ion 
our operat ions are funded by 
donat ions or payment  for rescue and 
relocat ion act ivit ies.  Please help us 
help t he prairie dogs by donat ing!  All 
donat ions are t ax-deduct ible and will 
receive a let t er of  acknowledgement .  
Checks should be made out  t o Prairie 
Dog Pals and sent  t o PO Box 14235, 
Albuquerque, NM 87191.  If  you 
access t he web sit e, you can use one 
of  t he convenient  donat ion but t ons t o 
donat e using a credit  card.  Every lit t le 
bit  helps! 



 
 

Are you a supporter of Prairie Dog Pals? 
 

Hereʼs how you can help: 
 
Volunteer to be a caregiver, feeder, relocator, or other prairie dog pal! 
Use your administrative skills to help us with our web site, PR, outreach, and more! 
Make a donation to support our work! 
 
We also accept additional donations of food and other needed supplies.   
 
I would like to support Prairie Dog Pals.  Enclosed is my check for $ ______ 
I would like to volunteer to help Prairie Dog Pals. Please contact me at the following: 
 
Name        Phone        
Address       City, State, Zip      
Cell Phone       E-mail        
 
Send your tax-deductible donation to: PO Box 14235, Albuquerque, NM 87191 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
PO Box 14235 
Albuquerque, NM 87191 
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