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Welcome to Prairie Dog Tales, the “in-depth” Prairie Dog Palsʼ periodical. We burrow into the 
issues to dig out the details on items affecting prairie dogs and their pals.  This issue is devoted to 
our Prairie Dog Pal-ooza fundraiser held on 22 April, Earth Day!  What could be more fitting for a 
prairie dog or prairie dog “pal” than a day celebrating the earth?  Read on!!! 
 
Inside this issue: 
 

• Prairie Dog Articles Available 
• Pal-ooza, Pal-ooza and more Pal-ooza 
 

 
Prairie Dog Articles Available 
  
We have a number of articles on important prairie dog and “living with wildlife” issues on our web 
site (http://www.prairiedogpals.org/news.html) available for your use or distribution.  A number of 
our commonly used forms and handouts are also available 
(http://www.prairiedogpals.org/archive.html). 
 
PAL-OOZA a success! 
 
With attendance topping 150 people, Pal-ooza was a huge success! See the pictures below for the 
dayʼs activities! 
 

 

Left: Dr. Con Slobodchikoff, prairie 
dog language expert and Prairie Dog 

Pal-ooza guest speaker, and wife, 
Judy Kiriazis, a talented researcher 

and artist herself, relax after an 
entertaining and spirited pre-Pal-ooza 

dinner party. 
 

Right:  PDP Board Members and 
spouses continue the discussion! 

 
 

“Those who allow inconvenient uneconomic beasts to be destroyed will be equally careless of 
uneconomic inconvenient humanity”  Romain Gary, French writer 

♥ 
“We have met the enemy and he is us.” Pogo 

PRAIRIE DOG TALES 



 

Left:  Council member Sally Mayer 
chats with Deb and Jay Greenhood 

before checking out silent auction items. 
 

Right:  Wendy and Graziella work the 
merchandise table that did a brisk 

business throughout the day.  We had 
tee shirts, totes and a number of other 
items sporting our new logo.  These 

items are also available from the web 
site. 

 

 

 
Left:  Prairie dog “pals” mingled, talked 

and just enjoyed the vegan fare 
provided by Tammy and Whole Foods 
and cooked by volunteers, Sandy and 

Lynn. 
 

Right:  Prospective bidders check out 
the silent auction items. 

 
 
The Pal-ooza wouldnʼt have been the success it was without the untiring dedication of one woman – Tammy 
Fiebelkorn.  Tammy, a devoted activist for animals, volunteered up to 30 hours a week to help organize the 
event, keep the preparations on track and oversee every detail on the big day.  She was a stern taskmaster, 
prodding all the board members to do their part and nudging Yvonne to stay on message. Her influence 
even extended into Yvonneʼs dreams. 
 
One day, for example, Yvonne was struggling with flu and likely dehydrated. She dreamed she was a puppy 
avoiding her responsibilities to work on Pal-ooza fundraising and sponsorships (intimidating activities for 
even the most intrepid of volunteers) and instead wanting to play at decorations. Tammy told her, "leave it" 
and urged her to stick to the things that only she could do. Of course, that was just a dream, but Tammy did 
force Yvonne to focus on the important tasks and helped all of the volunteers perform better, making the 
Pal-ooza a bigger success than anyone ever imagined. The group also gained new supporters and a 
fantastic new logo, now available on T-shirts and other items. 
 
Prairie Dog Pals isnʼt the only group Tammy has helped achieve new levels of performance. She volunteers 
for several other nonprofits, including Greyhound Companions of New Mexico, Conservation Voters of New 
Mexico, NARAL and numerous others, bringing her unique organizational skills to their aid. She formerly 
managed business operations and planned major events for Animal Protection of New Mexico/Animal 
Protection Voters polishing their achievements to even greater success. … And in her “free” (!) time, 
continues to run her own business, eSolved Inc., which does everything from community outreach and 
education to market research and green product commercialization. (Find out more at www.e-solved.com.) 
 
The goal was to raise $4,000. The event brought in $14,000 for Prairie Dog Pals. As the euphoria of the day 
evolved into this astonishing realization, one board member was overheard to offer Tammy a kidney, for her 
success beyond all expectations…. But, Tammy generously waved the offer aside, mentioning that she still 
had two of her own… 
 

“Never doubt that a small group of committed people can change the world. Indeed, it is the only 
thing that ever has.”  Margaret Mead, American cultural anthropologist 



  



 

Left:  Jay Hart, Director, Parks and 
Recreation, in a discussion with Tom 
Menicucci, the “go-to” guy on the city 

council staff. 
 

Right:  Wherever Sally Mayer goes, 
the Heart ordinance is always a hot 
topic.  Kudos to Sally for staying the 

course despite opposition.  As a 
result of her efforts, Albuquerque 

now has one of the most progressive 
animal care ordinances in the 

country. 
 

 

 
Left and Right:  There was 

something for everyone.  Excellent 
food, Rio Grande water, and lots of 

things to observe. 
 

Speaking of Rio Grande water, 
another success story!   The water 

was provided by the city and is from 
the San Juan Chama Project.  

Despite the muddy brown color (just 
kidding), the water was excellent 

and would give any French 
competitor a run for their francs.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
“At a time when anti-environmental political forces are gathering strength and the rate of 
environmental destruction is ever increasing, local action is more mportant than ever.”  

Jacquelyn Bonomo, National Wildlife Federation 

“…compassion, in which all ethics must take root, can only attain its full 
breadth and depth if it embraces all living creatures and does not limit 
itself to mankind.”  Albert Schweitzer 
 
James  A. Santo s  M.D. 
Board-Cer t i f i e d  Phy s i ca l  Med i c in e  and  Rehab i l i t a t i on  
Spe c ia l i z ing  in  t h e  non- surg i ca l  t r ea tmen t  o f  n e c k  and  l ow  ba ck  pa in)  
 
New Mexico Spine  
201 Cedar SE, Suite 6600 
Albuquerque, NM 87106 
505-242-5205 



 

Left:  The silent auction items stirred 
up a lot of interest and some spirited 

bidding. 
 

Right:  Selsun Blue provided 
delightful music to frame the day. 

 

 

 
 

Left and right:  The auction items 
came from a number of local artists, 

crafts persons and businesses.  
There were services for humans and 
their companion animals and a lot of 

beautiful or fun items! 
 

 

 
 

Left:  Con Slobodchikoff chats with 
some of the attendees. 

 
Right:  Janet Brown and friend enjoy 

the opening comments while 
awaiting Dr. Slobodchikoffʼs talk on 

prairie dog language. 

 
“We as a society must recognize that conserving biodiversity is not the vague sentimentality of 
nature lovers but one of the greatest environmental and economic challenges we face.”   

Mark Shaffer, Wilderness Society 
 

 

Left:  Yvonne Boudreaux, President 
of Prairie Dog Pals, provides 
thought-provoking comments about 
the plight of the prairie dogs 

 
Right:  Yvonne presents Lisa 

Jennings, Executive Director of 
Animal Protection NM, with a plaque 

in appreciation for being an event 
supporter.  

 

 
 

Left and right:  Dr. Slobodchikoff 
speaks to a packed house on the 

language of prairie dogs. 

 
 

“He who wonʼt hesitate to vivisect, wonʼt hesitate to lie about it.”   
George Bernard Shaw, British author 



 

Left and right:  Yvonne adds some 
closing thoughts about the prairie 
dogs and introduces Dr. Nicole 

Rosmarino, Conservation Director of 
Forest Guardians. Forest Guardians 

was the title sponsor.  Forest 
Guardians has also promoted listing 

the Gunnisonʼs prairie dogs as 
endangered! 

 

 

 
 

Left:  Nicole provides some insight 
into the plight of the prairie dogs but 
also the animal and its environment 

in general. 
 

Right:  Con discusses his research 
into the language of prairie dogs.  

He provided insights into the 
methods employed to document that 

prairie dogs can describe color, 
shape and speed.  He also talked 

about the different regional dialects.  
Yo!  Iʼm a “Q” Dog! 

 

 

 
Left and Right:  Conʼs discussion 
also addressed language in other 

species of animals.  While it is 
known that whales communicate, 

prairie dogs possess a more 
complex language, combining 

“words” into sentences! 
  

 

Left and Right:  Con discussed 
research techniques as well.  The 

Arizona prairie dogs are apparently 
big fans of sunflower seeds and 
have not as yet developed the 

eclectic tastes of the Albuquerque 
Gunnisonʼs, whose diet ranges from 

tater tots to avocados.  Sunflower 
seeds, pshaw!  

 
“Yet I also appreciate that we cannot win this battle to save species and environments without 

forging an emotional bond between ourselves and nature as well-for we will not fight to save what 
we do not love (but only appreciate in some abstract sense).”  

Stephen Jay Gould, American zoologist 



 

Left and right:  Lilo and Petie, 
rescued (non-releasable) black-
tailed prairie dogs, attended the 

event as our “spokes rodents” and 
had their pictures taken with some of 

the volunteers and attendees. 
 

Both youngsters are members of 
Roots & Shoots, an organization 

launched by Jane Goodall to 
empower youth of all ages to help 
animals everywhere.  They took a 

well-deserved break after helping to 
set up for the event.  Thanks! 

 
 
Many thanks to all of you who helped make Pal-ooza a success!  We owe our thanks to everyone 
from the committee members who helped plan the event to the volunteers who gathered donations 
and help set up.  Special thanks go to Tammy Fiebelkorn who was the event coordinator and main 
fundraiser.  Tammyʼs organizational skills are peerless and her focus on success, beyond 
compare.  Appreciation is also extended to individuals, organizations and businesses that 
generously donated funds or auction items. 
 

“Because extinction is forever, rare species are the focus of conservation biology.  Specialists in 
this young scientific discipline conduct their studies with the same sense of immediacy as doctors 

in an emergency ward.  They look for quick diagnoses and procedures that can prolong the life of a 
species until more leisurely remedial work is possible.”  Edward O. Wilson, sociobiologist, author 

 
“It is clear that animals form lasting friendships, are frightened of being hunted, have a horror of 

dismemberment, wish they were back in the safety of their den, despair for their mates, look out for 
and protect their children whom they love.”  Jeffrey Masson & Susan McCarthy, American authors 

 
 
 

 

Finally, as a not-for-profit organization our 
operations are funded by donations or 
payment for rescue and relocation 
activities.  Please help us help the prairie 
dogs by donating!  All donations are tax-
deductible and will receive a letter of 
acknowledgement.  Checks should be 
made out to Prairie Dog Pals and sent to 
PO Box 14235, Albuquerque, NM 87191.  
If you access the web site, you can use 
one of the convenient donation buttons to 
donate using a credit card.  Every little bit 
helps! 



 
 

Are you a supporter of Prairie Dog Pals? 
 

Hereʼs how you can help: 
 
Volunteer to be a caregiver, feeder, relocator, or other prairie dog pal! 
Use your administrative skills to help us with our web site, PR, outreach, and more! 
Make a donation to support our work! 
 
We also accept additional donations of food and other needed supplies.   
 
I would like to support Prairie Dog Pals.  Enclosed is my check for $ ______ 
I would like to volunteer to help Prairie Dog Pals. Please contact me at the following: 
 
Name        Phone        
Address       City, State, Zip      
Cell Phone       E-mail        
 
Send your tax-deductible donation to: PO Box 14235, Albuquerque, NM 87191 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
PO Box 14235 
Albuquerque, NM 87191 

 
PLACE  
STAMP 
HERE 


