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All the news you need to know about prairie dogs and Prairie Dog Pals 
 

VOLUME III, ISSUE 2                                                                      Fall 2008 
  
Welcome to Prairie Dog Tales, the “in-depth” Prairie Dog Pals periodical. We burrow into the 
issues to dig out the details on matters affecting prairie dogs… and their pals.  
 
Inside this issue: 
 

• Prairie Dog Information • 2008 Yips! and Nips! 
• Prairie Dogs in the News • Prairie Dog Pals’ Updates 
• Future Plans  

 
Prairie Dog Information 
 
We have a number of articles on prairie dog and living with wildlife issues available on our web 
site for your use or distribution.  Check the archives page for commonly used forms and 
handouts.  Go to:  www.prairiedogpals.org/archives.  Check the news page for the latest 
activities:  www.prairiedogpals.org/news. 

 
YIPS! and NIPS! 
Here are some of the year’s YIPS (gains) and NIPS (losses): 
 
YIPS: to Frances Gauthier for performing the feeding at the staging facility.  According to PDP 
records she sliced and served over 1 ton of produce. 
 
NIPS:  to the city of Boulder for euthanizing prairie dogs…from leader to loser:  They can do 
better! 
 
YIPS: to Stephen Reimus for relocating prairie dogs to the Bosque del Apache (see summary, 
this newsletter). 
 
NIPS: to the Prairie Dog Posse and all other like-minded groups who kill prairie dogs for “fun” 
(see summary, this newsletter). 
 
YIPS: to the site stewards for caring for their adopted colonies of prairie dogs! 
 
NIPS:  to Kirtland Air Force Base for continuing to poison prairie dogs. 
 

PRAIRIE DOG TALES 
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Prairie Dogs in the News: 
 
Prairie Dog Posse:  In an article from the on-line Jackson Hole Planet dated May 28, Jim 
Bowman, known to friends as “the short grass sniper,” announced that his group, the Prairie 
Dog Posse, was set to host the fifth annual “There Goes the Neighborhood Prairie Dog Hunt” 
on May 31 on private land in Medicine Bow, Wyoming.  The event is part contest, part “varmint 
cleanup,” according to organizers.  Winners were determined by the longest shots and 
greatest number of animals killed. 
 
The Rodenator Returns:  Articles appearing in the Gallup Independent on June 28 and 29 
and July 11, dealt with prairie dogs at the Hillcrest cemetery and the Rodenator.  In the first, 
titled “Hillcrest Cemetery going to the dogs,” the author discussed the problem of the prairie 
dogs at the cemetery and questioned why Gallup uses lethal control methods at the golf 
course but not at the cemetery.  In the second, “Prairie dogs: Friend or foe,” the author again 
highlighted the problem at the cemetery:  “The critters are so active that the ground beneath 
gravestones has caved in, leaving them sunk into the ground at the older, unattended graves.”  
However, the paper contacted both Prairie Dog Pals and Prairie Ecosystems; Yvonne 
Boudreaux and Paula Martin provided a balanced argument for dealing with the prairie dogs 
humanely.  The article concluded that the city was apparently unavailable to comment.  
 
Our Senior Field Ecologist, Paul Polechla Jr., Ph.D., supports Prairie Dog Pals’ objections 
about the Rodenator:  “The use of the “Rodenator,” a propane gas flame thrower/detonator 
should be outlawed in New Mexico for the following reasons:” 
 

• It kills a biologically endangered species that has been reduced by 95-98% of its former 
range and numbers over the past 100 years.   

• It is ineffective in prairie dog removal and costly. 
• It may kill non-target species of animals. 
• It is dangerous near gas, electric and cable lines and sensitive property. 
• It is most certainly inhumane since individual animals near the blast may be only 

maimed and burned. 
• Random blasts are counter to public safety in this post 9-11 era. 
• When in conflict with human interests, relocation of prairie dogs is the recommended 

treatment. 

Frances Gauthier is pictured here with 
her charges.  Frances fed the prairie 
dogs at the holding facility every day 
during the 2008 season.  She cared for 
the injured, sick, and poisoned prairie 
dogs, administered first aid, got bit, got 
cut, soothed the frantic prairie dogs with 
her beautiful voice and song, and helped 
with a number of administrative activities.  
Moochos Smoochos, Frances! 
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The use of the Rodenator was briefly suspended in New Mexico while NMDA studied whether 
its use contravened existing chemical regulations.  Unfortunately the suspension has been 
lifted and industry has yet another way to kill innocent animals.  A champion for banning this 
barbaric contraption is needed.  
 
Prairie Dogs Given Refuge:  An article from the 26 July 2008 edition of the Albuquerque 
Journal discusses the reintroduction of prairie dogs into the Bosque del Apache. 
 
As an Eagle Scout project, Stephen Reimus coordinated with the National Parks Service at the 
Bosque del Apache and Ted Turner ranch managers near T or C to translocate black tailed 
prairie dogs into the preserve. The positive aspects of reintroducing prairie dogs back into the 
reserve were described:  “they play a vital role in the native ecosystem,” and “they’ll summon 
burrowing owls, birds not seen here since prairie dogs vanished two decades back.”   
 
The effort does beg some questions.  Re-establishing a colony of prairie dogs in the Bosque 
del Apache is good.  KUDOS to all involved! BUT where is the follow up program to augment 
the starter colony of 54 prairie dogs?  And why translocate?  Why not rescue the prairie dogs 
from places where they are being poisoned or shot or threatened with loss of habitat?  
  
Prairie Dog Pals hopes the effort continues to achieve even more.  The article reinforces the 
fact that prairie dogs have been reduced to less than 2% of their population and range over the 
last 100 years.  They have met the enemy, and he is man.  We need to protect this 
endangered animal any way that we can! 
 
Plague Strikes Conata Basin:  An AP report posted September 1, 2008 describes the effects 
of plague on the prairie dogs in the Conata Basin, South Dakota.  The focus of the article is on 
the impact the plague is having on one of the nation’s largest (reintroduced) colonies of 
endangered black-footed ferrets.  After losing a third of the entire ferret colony, the ferrets are 
being treated for plague; the prairie dogs, however, have no immunity to the disease and 
many, countless thousands have died. 
 
The article describes other preventative measures including dusting the area for fleas.  As 
PDP supporters know, we dust the burrows along Tramway and at the West Mesa as a 
precautionary measure against plague.  Fortunately, we’ve not had plague in city prairie dog 
colonies in many years. 
 
Finally, the article touches on the controversy of protecting prairie dogs and ferrets against the 
needs of ranchers who graze cattle on leased sections of the national grasslands (public 
land!).  The fight to save the ferrets and prairie dogs from plague and from the ranchers is far 
from over.  The plague seems to have run its course, at least for the time being.  The threat 
from humans continues. 
 

“The more we get out of the world the less we leave and in the long run we shall have to pay 
our debts at a time that may be very inconvenient for our own survival.”  Norbert Wiener, 

American theoretical and applied mathematician. 
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Permitting Requirements Regarding Prairie Dogs Dropped 
 
The Federal Register, Vol. 73, No. 174, Control of Communicable Diseases; Restrictions on 
African Rodents, Prairie Dogs, and Certain Other Animals: 
 
“Effective September 8, 2008 the Food and Drug Administration (FDA) removed its regulation 
that established restrictions on the capture, transport, sale, barter, exchange, distribution, and 
release of African rodents, prairie dogs, and certain other animals.  We are removing the 
restrictions because we believe they are no longer needed to prevent the further introduction, 
transmission, or spread of monkey pox, a communicable and potentially fatal disease, in the 
United States.” 
 
While this will alleviate the need for Prairie Dog Pals to secure federal permits for rescuing 
prairie dogs, it allows the trade in prairie dogs as pets to resume.  This will further threaten wild 
populations and risk the health of many prairie dogs stolen from native sites.  Most will be 
doomed to live very lonely lives with guardians who are likely to be ignorant about their needs. 
 
 
Boulder to Euthanize Prairie Dogs:  An article from the September 12 issue of the Boulder 
Daily Camera describes city plans to remove prairie dogs.  Boulder officials have finalized 
plans to relocate hundreds of prairie dogs inhabiting four city-owned sites, and to euthanize 
hundreds more. 
 

Prairie Dog Pals Updates 
 
Observations from the field:  Prairie Dog Pals snagged a number of late season undersized 
prairie dogs — runts, you might call them.  Most of them, with supplemental feeding, were able 
to meet the minimum 350-gram requirement for release prior to the end of the season.  But the 
question remains, why so many sub-sized prairie dogs?  It was not an issue of the entire 
colony being stressed; the adults and majority of the juveniles were quite healthy.  Paul Eilers, 
our Field Ecologist and Mapping/Trapping expert, shares an observation:  
  
“Recently I captured prairie dogs at the Landau and Dwyer sites, noticing that the adults were 
large, maybe even very large.  The small ones were “hamsters” with poor fur quality.  We 
considered whether the large ones were out-competing the small for food even though an 
abundance of food was present regularly, on the edge of constantly.  I would have thought the 
social nature of prairie dogs would be sharing somewhat. 
  
I was throwing carrot pieces to some prairie dogs where I was parked and not trapping.  Even 
though the larger prairie dog had a generous carrot in its mouth, it charged a smaller prairie 
dog that was trying to get the second tossed carrot piece.  They wrestled and rolled; it was not 
play.  Maybe they allow only their own offspring to feed thereby increasing the survival of their 
genes while keeping others out.  Don't know.  If true, it could have implications on feeding.” 
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Several issues may be at work here.  First of all, by providing supplemental feeding, more of 
the newborn will survive.  We know that in the wild, up to half the newborn do not survive the 
first year.  It would seem logical to conclude that the additional food sustains a number of 
prairie dogs that would normally die.  Second, despite the abundance of food, selected 
individuals are being excluded from the banquet.  Are these the offspring of parents who 
abandoned their young or who were removed from the scene by trapping, flushing or road-kill?  
We make every effort to capture intact family groups but are never one hundred percent sure.  
The large number of undersized prairie dogs suggests that the occurrence is natural rather 
than something caused by outside influences. 
 
Cogitate on this during the hibernation months and let C Rex know if you have any thoughts on 
the matter.   
 

 
 
In Memoriam:  Prairie Dog Pals mourns the passing of sweet Simone, deeply missed by 
Margaret and Barbara.  Her demure sunflower seed eyes and delicate paws hid the effects of 
poisoning hidden deep within her lungs.  Their efforts to provide for her every need and 
mitigate the tumor that eventually took her life were nothing short of heroic.   
 
Also mourned is precious Penny who was fostered by Bob and Sherri with such love and 
devotion.  Penny, short for pinniped, in reference to her back leg paralysis, lived to the ripe old 
age of seven despite being crippled by unknown traumas as a juvenile.  Bob rescued her in the 
nick of time from a housing development where none would have survived.  Penny spent the 
rest of her new lease on life with “play dates” on lush grass and her own Zen garden.  
 
And, dearest Binny, fostered for years by Wendy, succumbed to his multiple birth defects after 
living so much longer than expected, but dying far too young for those who cherished him.  
Despite his disabilities, he slept each night in a pup tent sized just for him, like the 
outdoorsman he aspired to be.  He greeted each day with such enthusiasm, displaying his 
version of leaping and prancing his delight over the cornucopia of food treats which cleverly hid 
the many supplements he needed to provide him the best possible life.  Simone, Penny and 

Site Stewards Earn Praise:  Thank you, thank you, 
and thank you to all the stewards who relentlessly 
slogged through their very special resources to get 
food for the prairie dogs at their sites.  Many are 
members of Prairie Dog Pals; many more are 
anonymous folk who enjoy helping out.  Competition 
can be tough as other folk scramble for the fodder; 
such as the “goat lady,” a formidable character 
focused on getting food for her four legged wards.  
Several of our members developed innovative 
techniques by trading “happy meal” coupons for 
commodities sought after by our less fortunate 
members of society.  Thank you!  The hours were 
long, the work was grueling, but you persevered!   
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Binny were fostered by the most generous kinds of people; those who take on the care of the 
most compromised of prairie dogs with a poor prognosis for a long healthy life.  None of these 
rescues have lacked for love despite the likelihood that their lives would be far shorter than can 
ever be considered fair.  We thank them for their compassion in providing both with such loving 
and caring homes! 
 
 

 
 
Wrapped in a soft t-shirt was an unconscious juvenile squirrel with suspicious wounds.  
Because he was in distress the crew took him back to the staging facility and Ellie 
administered first aid.  The squirrel (briefly named Monster because he was so meek and 
weak) began to revive with tiny drops of water and food every hour.  Over the next few days he 
was given special care and feeding.  A sponge bath, once safely revived, removed a final crust 
of (?) dog slobber (?).  He is quite comfortable with humans, and is now Earl the Squirrel. Only 
some back leg dysfunction remains affecting his mobility.  He lives with the resident blacktails 
who dismiss him as an over-caffeinated young upstart.  PS: we were out of limes, but Earl likes 
his Cuba Libras right out of the bottle as you can see.   
 
Google Earth Plus.  Prairie Dog Pals has moved into the digital age.  Thanks to Paul Eilers, 
all of our sites are now sized, plotted; GPS’d, and have an accompanying aerial image.  This 
makes it so much easier to communicate information to the flushers and trappers.  The 
resolution is so good you can just about make out the burrows.  Is that Graziella we can see 
feeding out there? 
 
Prairie Dog Season Ends:  The smell of burning leaves, the nip of Jack Frost in the air, the 
roar of the football crowd, and, this being New Mexico, the roasting chili at roadside stands 
everywhere!  These are a few of our favorite things, (apologies to Julie); these are also the 
harbingers of fall… and, as we have a herald for spring, Prairie Dog Day on February 2, we 
also have the Last Release marking the end of our season.  On September 20, we released 
the last 20 prairie dogs for 2008.  It was a very productive season with 2,027 prairie dogs 
captured; 1,837 from city sites were relocated to the West Mesa, and 190 from private 
properties in and around the city were relocated to refuges, preserves and private ranches 
around the state. 
 

“We’ll never know the worth of water till the well is dry.”  Thomas Fuller, English Clergyman 

Squirrely Tails:  One fine summer’s day, C Rex & Co. were 
making their way to their favorite watering hole, the Green Top 
Inn, aka contractor water hydrant on Prospect, 1111 Prospect to 
be exact.  Heading west on Menaul, C Rex spied a low-flying red 
something-or-other-oyota bearing down on Cynomys, PDP’s 
service vehicle, from behind.  The approaching fireball in the 
extreme right lane executed the all too familiar racecar maneuver 
and turned left across 5 other lanes of traffic, then stopped dead in 
front of the crew!  A mysterious woman, having seen the PDP logo 
on Cynomys, had leaped into her car to catch up and deliver a 
weak and injured animal into their hands. 
+ 
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Pictured above are supporters, sponsors, volunteers and a few prairie dogs (in the cage cap) 
that gathered for the last release. 
 
Yvonne Boudreaux, presiding over the day’s events had this to say: 
 
“Today is a very good day:  The anniversary of meeting my husband (a VERY long time ago), 
the day before the vernal equinox, and this year, the day we tuck in the LAST prairie dogs of 
the 2008 season.  It is also a day that I dread each year. It just makes me crazy! 
 
As we rush headlong through the prairie dog rescue season, we struggle to make our energy, 
and momentum, and resources last all the way to the end of the season.  Sometimes I don’t 
think we can GET all the way to the end of the season without collapsing.  
 
And yet on this day … the last day POSSIBLE for any rescues, I find myself bargaining for 
more time.  If only we could have worked longer… harder… smarter…. had more people… 
more equipment… and more resources?  Could we have gotten the last family members from 
this site, or prevented the destruction of that site?  I don’t know… It seems to be the endless 
Schindler’s list of prairie dog rescue.  
 
In talking with each of you, I realize that many of you are equally conflicted between 
exhaustion and wanting to achieve more!  Thank you - to each one of you here who has been 
so dedicated and devoted!  I applaud each of you.  All of you here represent a much larger 
group of people who support this effort with equal devotion and dedication.  Because of that 
dedication and devotion, Prairie Dog Pals rescued 2,027 this year, our highest count ever.   
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Not all of them ended up here; many are at two private sites that we are fortunate to have 
access.  In the future, we hope to have even more receiving sites like these where many, 
many more prairie dogs are welcome.  Sadly, an unfortunate few could not overcome their 
wounds, their disabilities, their assaults through poisoning and injuries, before they could reach 
this beautiful site.  They were given names like Hercules, and Muadhib, Molly and Susan.  
More importantly they were given love and care and attention.  Hopefully that means they are 
in an even better place. 
 
We couldn’t have reached this number without our wonderful staff and volunteers.  Paul 
Polechla, and Paul Eilers, Ellie Coonce and Vincent Cordova were probably responsible for 
most of the captures.  Vincent started with us this year, so I would like to welcome him with a 
personal thank you.   
 
Graziella, Margaret, Barbara, Ray, Bobbi, Becky, Deborah and Wendy were so helpful with 
captures this year.  Dick and Becky and Bobbi and Annabeth, and Ellie and Vincent and Evan 
were so crucial in helping Eddie with the releases that you saw today, except that they were 
dealing with hundreds at a time.   
 
Lynn and Allan, and Graziella again, Bobbi again, Becky again, also Carrie, Sherri and Bob, 
and the dozens of caregivers did their level best to sustain colonies until they could be moved.  
We owe a special thanks to our staging volunteers, Frances who spent countless hours as the 
quartermaster, and Evan who tackled some of the dirtiest jobs.  On an aside, three prairie dogs 
arrived in the last weeks that most definitely could not be released.  At only 200 grams, there 
seemed to be no chance for them to catch up to a healthy weight.  Frances devoted such care 
that they exceeded the minimum weight in time for their release this week.  And last but not 
least, of course, Eddie who does it all - and we would be rudderless without him.  We are so 
grateful to all of you! 
 
As I said there are many people beyond the wonderful advocates here today to thank, but one 
who couldn’t be here today deserves a VERY special thank you, and that is Sally Mayer.  A 
local church was holding Prairie Dog Pals hostage over the relocation of their resident prairie 
dogs.  Sally found out about the standoff.  With just days to go before they were to be 
poisoned she took it upon herself to raise the money to fund their rescue.  She is an awesome 
force for nature and we can’t thank her enough.  
 
But all the money in the world could not surpass the generosity of these lucky prairie dogs’ 
host, Jay Hart, and the city of Albuquerque.  I would like to present our wonderful host and ask 
that he share some of his thoughts today....” 
 

“Extinction is the most obscure and local of all biological processes.  We don’t see the last 
butterfly of its species snatched from the air by a bird of the last orchid of a certain kind killed 

by the collapse of its supporting tree in some distant mountain forest.”   
Edward O. Wilson, Sociobiologist, Author 
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Woo Hoo!  Yvonne Boudreaux and Ed Urbanski were recently the recipients of the 
“Conservationist of the Year” award by the New Mexico Wilderness Alliance.  The award was 
presented at the annual conference NMWA Executive Director Steve Capra.  The award was 
preceded however, by a special mention of Prairie Dog Pals by Terry Tempest Williams in her 
keynote speech.  The award while unexpected is much appreciated.  We look forward to 
partnering with NMWA on future projects.  We are working to save a small species while they 
are working to save the entire wilderness upon which they depend!   
 
Winter holdovers:  PDP had 9 prairie dogs that couldn’t be released at the end of the season. 
Paula has fostered two from Eubank and I-40: one that had to have mangled feet amputated 
and the second had serious mobility issues.  Despite their physical limitations, Paula saw in 
both of them a graceful, unbowed spirit, and named them Ginger Tiny Dancer and Rocket Dog.  
Barbara and Margaret adopted three siblings that were the size of mice compared to other 
juveniles their age despite still grieving for Simone.  The condition is loosely identified as 
“failure to thrive” requiring extraordinary lifelong care and medical attention.  Yet with the 
regimen of physical therapy and a wholesome diet these caregivers have created, Thelma, 
Louise and J.D. are blossoming.  Two others were from Phil Chacon, adjacent to Kirtland AFB, 
with mysterious, multiple health issues probably connected to the nearby toxic site where 
decades of poisoning occurred.  Wendy graciously offered to adopt them as companions for 
Diggory who was adopted years ago, if Diggory agreed to take them under his paw.  When 
they met on a brisk fall day for a leisurely “play-date”, the one-eyed Diggory was eager to show 
off for the two young charges, by climbing and gamboling about.  After having lost his younger, 
much more compromised buddy, Binny, earlier this summer he no doubt missed some 
companions.  The third pair were two shy and tiny females from the Grace Baptist Chapel; the 
sole survivors of a poisoning.  The entire staff of the New Mexico Wilderness Alliance has 
opted to foster them, naming them Rachel and Mardie after the famous environmentalists, 
Rachel Carson and Mardie Murie.  Despite SO many more compromised prairie dogs than 
usual remaining at season’s end, all are now safely tucked in with wonderful and caring 
guardians.  Heartfelt thanks go to these generous people willing to open their homes to the 
poorest individuals of this marginalized species. 
 
Retrospective:  The tanks are all empty and the cages have been cleaned; the hay has been 
swept out of the staging facility; Cynomys (the suburban and tanker) has been put into storage 
for what we hope will be a LONG winter’s rest; and most if not all of the prairie dogs are now 
hibernating peacefully in sleepy piles of family members in chambers far below. 
 
The now silent staging facility still holds echoes of prairie dogs in transit - happy, agitated, 
hopeful, curious, and apprehensive echoes of our transient guests.  99+% of the memories are 
good, while some, like the prairie dogs from Menaul who died due to poisoning, are less 
so…and we wonder - are we really making a difference?  We are reminded of the apocryphal 
story of the girl on the beach tossing back starfish that the tide had brought in.  A man watched 
her for some time and then asked, “what good can you possibly be doing, little girl?  There are 
millions of beached starfish here!  What difference could you possibly make?”  As she tossed 
another starfish back into the sea she turned to the stranger and said, “it makes a difference to 
that one.”  Among rescue organizations and rescuers, this is the code word we use; “Star 
thrower”  - after the story, as well as the book of the same name from years ago by Loren 
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Eiseley.  It is our hope that we DO make a difference, even if we can only be star throwers for 
the few.  We make a difference to that prairie dog at Rover who would have starved had we 
not given it some supplemental food, and we make a difference to an indeterminate number of 
prairie dogs and other animals by changing the thinking of just one young child through our 
outreach activities.  Somehow, we hope to leave the world a better place, even marginally, by 
moving the prairie dogs from sites threatened with loss of habitat or human conflict and 
relocating them to a wilderness area where they can hopefully thrive and reestablish their 
colonies without fear of loss.  This year we captured and relocated over 2,000 prairie dogs 
thanks to the city, to the volunteers, to our friends at reserves and to the handful of private 
landowners who provided much needed habitat.  Next year we hope to do better, and with your 
help, we will!  Be a star thrower with us! 
 

Future Plans: 
 
Winter Activities:  The prairie dogs have started to hibernate, though on a warm day you can 
see a few holdouts.  Insomnia? Who knows!  Supplemental feeding can continue as long as 
the prairie dogs are active and interested.  Periodic warm spells may bring some topside from 
time to time, but their active season is over.  For us it is a time to clean and repair the 
equipment, prepare the taxes, publish the annual letter, and think about the coming season.  
Whew, does it ever end? 
 
Spring Feeding:  If we have a mild winter, the prairie dogs could start surfacing as early as 
January.  If it were a brief warm spell it would be best not to feed and encourage them back 
down the burrow.  Once the weather begins to warm consistently, and the numbers of 
topsiders increase, some regular feeding will help them regain the weight they lost during 
hibernation and strengthen the females for pup season.  Graziella will be able to advise 
caregivers what and when. 
 
Spring Trapping:  We may be thinking too far ahead but it doesn’t hurt to be prepared.  For 
the city sites we plan to start some pre-breeding season (weather permitting) by flushing and 
trapping at Phil Chacon, Bullhead, Veteran’s Memorial, La Luz, Kennedy, Hayes, and 
Chelwood.  We will continue to try to get the last holdouts at Juan Tabo and Southern.  More 
details will be provided at the annual meeting. 
 
2009 Plans:  We had suggestions from a number of our prairie dog pals during the 2008 
season for removals from the following locations:  Chelwood & Lomas, Blue Cross Blue Shield, 
the strip in front of the old Siemans plant along I 40, and the Juan Tabo on/off ramps.  In the 
case of Chelwood and Lomas, Margaret Dowling stepped forward to champion the removal, 
and rescued 121 prairie dogs.  The others did not get done for want of a champion.  These 
rescues take time, labor, and money and unless someone is willing to act as the sponsor to 
organize the removal, then the rescue will likely not happen.  We will continue to partner with 
the city for parks and joint use facilities.  Our work with DOT, APS, and developers will depend 
on contracts.  We will also continue to remove singletons from neighborhoods as a public 
service for city residents and as a rescue for the lost, bewildered prairie dogs finding 
themselves alone and confused.  And, of course, we will rescue small, isolated populations 
whenever resources are available.  
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2009 Annual Meeting announcement:  Ground Hog, (whoops) Prairie Dog Day falls on 
Monday, February 2, 2009.  The annual meeting will be held on Saturday, January 31, 2009 at 
1:00 PM at the James Joseph Dwyer Memorial Police Substation at 12700 Montgomery NE.  
The annual board meeting will precede the general meeting.  A formal announcement will be 
sent out in early January, however if you have any agenda items please forward them to 
prairiedogpals@comcast.net by no later than 15 January 2009. 
 
Garage Sale:  Our 2008 garage sale was a great success, netting over $400.00!  The next 
garage sale will be held in May 2009.  We’ll be sending out notices about a month before the 
event but request that you archive any items you might consider donating to the cause.  
 
H&R Block Tax Program:  Prairie Dog Pals will participate in the H&R Block fundraising 
program for non-profit organizations, in 2009.  H&R Block will provide $25 to Prairie Dog Pals 
for each new client referred.  The program earned Prairie Dog Pals $1000.00 during 2008 and 
we hope to make more in 2009.  We'll have the forms and information later this year and will 
post it on the website and to the web list.  If you plan to use H&R Block to complete your taxes 
in 2009, please consider using the referral form to get a $25 donation for Prairie Dog Pals.   
 
Re-landscaping of Indian School:  Prairie Dog Pals plans to partner with the city on a public 
service project that will, when finished, completely change the landscaping at Indian School.  
The invasive “Tree of Heaven” has been removed from the northeast corner of Indian School 
and Tramway.  The next stage will involve installing irrigation (city) and re-vegetating the area 
with native grasses, shrubs and trees.  Ann Ahlander, a master gardener, has developed a 
plant list and plot plan.  Ultimately, Prairie Dog Pals will adopt the area for periodic 
maintenance.  Several people have indicated they would like to be involved in this restoration, 
but many more are needed and most importantly, a champion for the project.  We will be 
calling for volunteers early next year, after irrigation has been installed, to help with the 
planting and for ongoing maintenance and clean up as the year progresses. 
 

 
 
 

“The soul is the same in all living creatures, although the body of each is different.”  
Hippocrates, Greek Physician, father of medicine. 

 

Finally, as a not-for-profit organization our operations are funded 
by donations or payment for rescue and relocation activities.  
Please help us help the prairie dogs by donating!  All donations 
are tax-deductible and will receive a letter of acknowledgement.  
Checks should be made out to Prairie Dog Pals and sent to PO 
Box 14235, Albuquerque, NM 87191.  You may also access the 
web site (www.prairiedogpals.org) and use one of the convenient 
donation buttons to donate using a credit card.  Every bit helps! 



   
www.prairiedogpals.org 
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Are you a supporter of Prairie Dog Pals? 

 
 
Here’s how you can help: 
 
Volunteer to be a steward, outreach spokesperson, relocator, or other prairie dog pal! 
Use your administrative skills to help us with our web site, PR, outreach, and more! 
Make a donation to support our work! 
 
We also accept additional donations of food and other needed supplies.   
 
I would like to support Prairie Dog Pals.  Enclosed is my check for $ ______ 

I would like to volunteer to help Prairie Dog Pals. Please contact me at the following: 

 

Name       Phone        

Address      City, State, Zip      

Cell Phone      E-mail        

 
Send your tax-deductible donation to: PO Box 14235, Albuquerque, NM 87191 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
PO Box 14235 
Albuquerque, NM 87191 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

PLACE  
STAMP 
HERE 


