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All the news you need to know about prairie dogs and Prairie Dog Pals

VOLUME III, ISSUE 1                                                                      Summer 2008

Welcome to Prairie Dog Tales, the “in-depth” Prairie Dog Pals periodical.  We burrow
into the issues to dig out the details on matters affecting prairie dogs… and their pals.

Inside this issue:

• Prairie Dog Information • 2008 Yips! … and Nips!
• Greetings • Month by Month Summary
• Outreach Update • Prospects for the Future

Prairie Dog Information
We have a number of articles on our web site about prairie dogs and “living with wildlife”
issues.  These are available for your use or distribution.  Check the archives page
(www.prairiedogpals.org/archives) for prairie dog information, forms and handouts.
Check the news page (www.prairiedogpals.org/news) for the latest activities!

YIPS! … and NIPS!

Here are some of the year’s YIPS (gains) and NIPS (losses):

NIPS:  To the owner of the lot at Tramway and Menaul who poisoned in 2007; the
poison is still at work (see below).

YIPS:  To Barbara Johnson for raising $1000.00 on behalf of Prairie Dog Pals.  YOU
can help increase this in 2009!!!!

YIPS:  To Sally Mayer, Albuquerque City Councilor, for negotiating the East Gate
Church rescue!

YIPS:  To Rhonda Faught, Cabinet Secretary of the NMDOT, for taking the humane
approach to dealing with prairie dogs in Albuquerque!

NIPS:  To Kirtland AFB… they are still poisoning

YIPS:  To Margaret Dowling, Bobbi Capute, Barbara Johnson, Becky Davis, Naomi
Julian, Wendy Bustard, Ray Watt, Heidi Newcomer, and Clarence Searles for the
compassionate rescue (read un-funded) they undertook to relocate prairie dogs from
the empty field at Chelwood and Lomas.

PRAIRIE DOG TALES
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Greetings!  The prairie “dog days” of August have come and gone…  We received
some much needed rain at the West Mesa, greening up the area nicely at last and
giving the residents some nice fresh pre-hibernation forage.  Yes, it is that time of year
again; and looking back, it is difficult to believe that the season is almost over.

The year was busier than hoped, but certainly not unexpected.  We anticipated that the
number of prairie dogs from city sites would decline this year, and while it has, it wasn’t
to the extent we thought.  New sites were added, and we undertook a number of other
community building projects that kept us far busier than previous years.  As we go to
press, we have captured 1,752 prairie dogs from city, NMDOT and private sites.  A total
of 1,460 have been relocated, and we continue to move ahead with trapping, flushing
and relocating.  The stewards have ramped up their efforts to provide the prairie dogs
with essential nourishment prior to their winter’s sleep.  The many outreach events we
have either launched or joined are too numerous to mention.  So, let us share what
we’ve been up to!

January:  Prairie Dog Pals concluded a long and involved process of becoming an
approved vendor for the city of Albuquerque (COA).  In the process, we also were
registered with the office of the Attorney General, acquired a COA business license,
became a registered charitable corporation in the state of New Mexico, received
preferred NM vendor status, and obtained our deferral for gross receipts tax (GRT).  We
have registered for tax deferral with several suppliers in the city including: Advanced
Autotech; Horsemen’s; Town and Country.

Guadalupe Mountain National Park (GUMO):  Yvonne Boudreaux and Ed Urbanski
accompanied Steve West, regional ecologist and local hero, to the Guadalupe
Mountains National Park in Texas.  There we met with the local National Parks Service
Superintendent and staff to discuss the feasibility and logistics of reintroducing prairie
dogs into the park.  Prairie Dog Pals gave a comprehensive slide presentation and
visited the proposed site.  While the topography and geography of the site are excellent,
the natural vegetation is not adequate to support a colony in its present state due to
extensive grazing that occurred on the land prior to being purchased by the park.  NPS
management agreed it would need to revitalize the natural grasses in the area.  At the
end of the day all agreed that the project had great potential for success and that further
research was needed to secure resources to move the project forward.  These
decisions about resources include funding, land management, and the diverse
participants to man the various aspects of the program.  It is envisioned that the project
will introduce 1,000 prairie dogs in five increments over a 5-year period.  Prairie Dog
Pals submitted a draft proposal to the Park Services outlining objectives, constraints,
and milestones.  Go to the following link to visit the park: http://www.nps.gov/gumo/

February: PDP conducted the annual meeting of the Board of Directors during which
the board was re-elected for a two-year term.  We are still seeking volunteer stewards
for Accountant, Webmaster, Volunteer coordinator, and others. The board adopted the
proposal to be a “working” board (as opposed to a fundraising board), in that board
members are contracted to complete specific selected projects beyond their board
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duties.  The board brainstormed over a diverse list of projects for the year, and each of
the board members selected one or more projects to complete or lead.  As you can
imagine, there is more work than hands, and several projects still require sponsors.  If
you are interested in learning more and hopefully, “adopting” one of the projects,
contact Yvonne Boudreaux or visit: http://www.prairiedogpals.org/news.

The annual general meeting was conducted on Prairie Dog Day (elsewhere known as
Ground Hog Day… eat your heart out, Punxsutawney Phil).  The meeting was well
attended and focused on plans for our three programs:  Education, Stewardship, and
Rescue.  Care giving at the numerous urban sites requires many volunteers and
frequent collaboration.  The board agreed that site stewards be empowered to oversee
all activities at sites for which they are concerned.  Thus, maintaining a level of vigilance
to ensure the prairie dogs’ well being and initiating action for their protection would be
included in care giving as well.

PDP renewed our long-standing contract with COA Parks and Recreation, entered into
contracts with NMDOT, and continued negotiations with APS for the relocation of prairie
dogs at various school campuses around “the Big Q”.  As always, the season takes on
the urgency of an emergency room, with schedules triaged to rescue the most needy
cases in descending priority order… that is, until an unfolding, overwhelming drama
blows our neat and tidy schedule to bits!

other groups, and shared a summary of our operations.  The most intriguing concept
presented was “passive relocation”, where prairie dogs are relocated within a site away
from a target area by selectively closing burrows.  Once they move into the relocation
area, they are fenced out of the old location.

March:  Tax Time!  Although we are a 501(c) 3, not for profit charity, we still must report
our activities to the IRS and NM Attorney General.  This year Prairie Dog Pals was
enrolled in the H&R Block charities program. H&R Block awards eligible organizations
$25 for each customer that uses their coupon and gets his or her taxes done through
H&R Block. See below about this year’s results.

Due to the increasing number of calls concerning gophers, PDP senior ecologist, Paul
Polechla, developed The Gopher Protocol.  This may sound like one of the Bourne
stories in which Jason triumphs over evil, saving helpless animals from destruction by
nefarious ill do-ers, but is quite simply a primer on dealing with gophers.  What is the

A number of PDP members traveled to
Boulder, CO. for the “Living on Burrowed
Time IV” event hosted by the Prairie Dog
Coalition.  The Coalition is a broad affiliation
of groups and individuals interested in the
preservation of prairie dogs.  The event was
well attended by over 200 people, and the
PDC raised over $20,000.  We attended the
annual meeting, enjoyed the updates of the
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bottom line? Live with the wildlife you are privileged to have visit you.  The protocol is on
the website, as well as a series of pictures identifying other species frequently mistaken
for prairie dogs… Elvynomys Rex, is that you???

Above, left: Elvynomys Rex, El Primo Prairie Dog extraordinaire, (second only to C.
Rex), Center: Bottos Pocket Gopher, Right: Spotted Ground Squirrel.

Our citywide pre-pup season relocations started at a slower pace than planned because
no contracts were yet in place.  Weather permitting, moving some prairie dogs well
before pup season can reduce the volume of work considerably, with no risk to the
prairie dogs.  A second year (adult) female can give birth to as many as eight pups, so
do the math!  In good faith, we did hit some of the hot spots and were able to capture 43
prairie dogs.  We also concluded negotiations with NMDOT for the removal of the San
Mateo prairie dogs and… see April below.

April:  Prairie Dog Pals relocated 87 prairie dogs (100%!) from the San Mateo
interchange in a very intensive, high profile effort.  The interchange will be completely
redeveloped, thus it was crucial to rescue every last one.  Prairie Dog Pals applauds
NMDOT for taking the humane approach in Albuquerque.  The prairie dogs were
relocated to a pristine reserve south of Albuquerque, thanks to the collaboration and
cooperation of host, Mike Friggens.  Mike is not only the gracious innkeeper for a
number of our private relocations, but the driving force for re-populating this significant
wildlife “island” as well.  We cherish him and his unique role on behalf of prairie dogs.

Margo DeMello, an anthropologist and a published author, has drafted (crafted actually!)
a book about prairie dogs on our behalf… the tome is incredible.  Margo vets all of our
documents and manages the responses to donations.  She is an incredibly talented
person and a hoot to work with.  Unfortunately, rescue season has thwarted a speedy
journey to press… and our fledgling book waits in (the burrows) for a sponsor.

May:  While we had planned by this time to have every prairie dog that was caught in
April safely relocated, we feared that a few showed signs of delivering full term litters
early.  This necessitated complete seclusion and extended care until the families could
be safely moved.  Soon after the five soon-to-be moms were segregated from the
general population, the peacefully plump females gave birth, and five became 26!  The
pups were so well taken care of by the moms!  Although certainly against our plans to
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confine prairie dogs during pup season, their in-house development provided a unique
opportunity to learn about pre-emergent pups in urban colonies targeted for relocation.

Calls for prairie dog rescues started jangling the phones, and we began performing
singleton rescues in and around town.  At this time of year caution is the word, and we
captured only those singletons that were well away from source colonies to avoid
separating any families!  The moms mainly stay with the newborns, but the extended
family members do their part by “catering”.  While we cannot comment much about
subterranean life (what goes on in the burrow, STAYS in the burrow), the moms are
obviously VERY protective of their progeny!

June:  Calls from all over the state requesting prairie dog relocations also began
stacking up day by day.  One came from a couple we know whose names we can’t
divulge, from a place we cannot mention.  You know - homeland security and all that.
They had both taken jobs at a refuge in another state (their gain - our loss) and could
not take their rescued prairie dog (sole survivor of a poisoning) with them.  They
assured us that this wild guy was ready for release, and we agreed to relocate him once
he was acclimated to a welcoming family.  But, from the moment he arrived it was
obvious that he was different.  This fellow clearly was out of his element at the staging
facility.  He would frantically reach for Frances Gauthier, our volunteer quarter-mistress,
with panic in his eyes that cried out, “Hold me, I am not one of them!”  After a few days it
was apparent that he was not as “wild” as claimed, and we decided to find out if he was
habituated to humans.  We set up an enclosure, Yvonne and Frances climbed in, and
we let loose the prairie dog of wa… whoops... peace and tranquility.  He IS the love-

Vandals damaged the Prairie Dog Pals' signs
along Tramway.  Per our agreement with
NMDOT, we are responsible for maintaining
them.  Bob Stephenson and Bob Domres have
been doing an admirable job of cleaning off the
graffiti (thanks to Dick Westphal's foresight of
painting the signs with anti-graffiti paint), but the
signs have succumbed to age and BFT (blunt
force trauma).  Dick reordered new signs, and
on Memorial Day he and C Rex replaced them.

One is unlikely to forget the sound of a
newborn pup - a kind of intimate
contentment emitted in a very faint, high-
pitched murmur (uuunnnhhhh).  The
moment we heard the barely audible
“sticky” squeals we knew we were “foster
parents”.  For the mere sacrifice of an
endless supply of shredded toweling, we
were able to learn even more about life
in the burrow.  Pictured left is the proud
mom and her 4-week old offspring!
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puppy incarnate, quickly acquiring the name GunnyBear - Gunny, short for Gunnison
and Bear - well, because he’s big and cuddly!  Come by and see our PDP spokes-
rodent and ambassador for his species!

By June, with our city contract in place, we began trapping and flushing citywide.  The
Inn of the Prairie Dog quickly filled up and we began our summer releases on the 25th of
June as we quickly reached full capacity.

Yvonne fielded a call from East Gate Church soliciting our intervention to relocate a
colony of prairie dogs from an adjacent lot they owned.  C Rex surveyed the property
and gave the congregation a rock bottom proposal that they… refused.  Church staff
found someone else to take care of “their problem” cheaper…  (Know well that rescue
and relocation cannot compete against exterminators).  But, fortunately for these prairie
dogs, there are extraordinary people of “HEART” in Albuquerque.  Councilwoman Sally
Mayer took matters into her own hands, mobilizing the necessary resources to fund the
relocation.  With the help of volunteers Vincent Cordova, Ellie Coonce, Heidi Newcomer
and Clarence Searles, we were able to relocate 52 prairie dogs from the lot, appeasing
the church and circumventing a dreadful death.  Kudos to Sally!  Woo Hoo!!!!

… which, by the way, GOOD NEWS for the tens of millions of small animals who
sacrifice their lives EACH YEAR in the name of toxicity testing!  The journal publication
Science recently announced that an end to animal testing is in sight after the
Environmental Protection Agency, the National Toxicology Program and the National
Institutes of Health signed a "Memorandum of Understanding" to develop new and
humane methods.  The Humane Society of the United States hailed the agreement as a
"milestone.”  Martin Stephens of the HSUS stated, "We believe this is the beginning of
the end for animal testing.  We think the conversion process will take about 10 years."
Sadly, there is no comfort for the countless institutionalized animals dying needlessly in
laboratories until then; it simply matches the misery of millions of prairie dogs who are
mindlessly poisoned, shot, or displaced each year on the plains and grasslands
throughout the west.  It is nonetheless, a step in the right direction.

Our senior ecologist, Dr. Paul Polechla, was the
“meeter and greeter” at the Buckaroo Ball and
escorted the Belle of the Ball.  The ball is held for
charity to benefit at-risk children.  Paul is a familiar
sight on the prairie dog fields about town, where he
is known as Pablito, the fastest hand in the west.  He
is ambidextrous and has been known to snag a
prairie dog with the net he keeps in his holster while
wrangling a prairie dog with his other hand!  Dr. Paul
is equally comfortable in the saddle, in the field, in
the lab or in the classroom.  If you have a predator
question, he’s the man to ask.  Bag ‘em, Dano!
Photo by Daniel Nadelbach Photography, LLC.
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July: PDP entered into a second NMDOT contract, this time to relocate the prairie
dogs along I-40 eastbound between Eubank and Juan Tabo.  NMDOT plans to install a
sound attenuation wall and wanted the prairie dogs in the path of construction out of
harms way.  Prairie Dog Pals wants to recognize all the folks who helped with this and
the San Mateo projects: Rhonda Faught, the Cabinet Secretary of NMDOT, for
considering the humane approach!  Debbie Bauman and Hooshang Tavanaiepour, the
project engineers who initiated the contact with Prairie Dog Pals, Johnny Perea, the
area coordinator who worked with us to develop a plan, Christina Bahl, who helped us
with the permitting, and Ed Lugo who oversaw our day-to-day operations and insured
that we were kept safe from the traffic that whizzed by, mere feet from where we toiled.
We “felt” safe thanks to their combined efforts, but those behemoth 18-wheelers
pounding by at breakneck speeds just feet away were a bit unnerving.  We had
expected that traffic might be somewhat subdued on weekend mornings, but the prairie
dog perspective that was afforded the crew as we were flushing was staggering…  And
the deafening noise that radiated from the asphalt to the burrows just inches away was
relentless and exhausting!  We took the opportunity to expand the area of rescue to
include prairie dogs at both Juan Tabo and Eubank off-ramps, reducing the likelihood of
further road kill at both these busy off ramps and intersections.  There are a few still left
near harm’s way, so if anyone is motivated to help them, please contact us.

Prairie Dog Math:  1+1= 5… or 6.  Paul Eilers has been tirelessly capturing singleton
prairie dogs and small family groups from neighborhoods that line Tramway from I-40 to
Academy.  These Tramway dispersals constitute the greatest percentage of calls for
rescue.  They represent that last remaining fringe of large thriving colonies that once
survived without obstacles and unimpeded, from parts of mid-town Albuquerque right to
the base of the foothills.  That some small family groups still cling to a poor barren
fragment of land is a testament to their will to live, and… to live where they always have.
Many times Paul has nabbed that “last” lonely prairie dog from a site, only to return time
and again for another ”last” prairie dog.  For the many sites that show promise of being
completely evacuated, PDP benefits from the countless “eyes on the ground” - city
residents who keep a watchful vigil for the sake of anyone left behind.  Unfortunately, no
sooner than we imagine we have achieved a 100% evacuation, do we field a call from a
concerned citizen who has spotted yet one more prairie dog at a presumed “cleared”
area.  Paul Polechla also, has been tirelessly capturing prairie dogs, concentrating on
school campuses where prairie dogs are already “trap-smart’ and distractions abound.
Both Pauls are motivated to achieve the best possible results, while keeping an eye on
a narrowing aperture that shrinks as the days march ahead - the dwindling number of
safe relocation days left in the season.  Both are careful to intersperse the tough sites
with the “easy pickings” to avoid despairing over lower capture counts on some days.

Bosque Rescue:  PDP is besieged for relocation relief from parts far and wide.  Most
exceed our resources, our range, and our available landing spots as well.  For some
years now, a few insistent voices have pleaded with Prairie Dog Pals for a
compassionate rescue in a highly vulnerable spot in Bosque Farms.  While Albuquerque
has come so very far in mitigating conflicts with wildlife, Valencia County falls somewhat
behind the progress achieved here.  There are however, extraordinary, very capable,
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very organized, and very devoted animal lovers in Valencia County who transcend the
status quo.  Still, Bosque Farms was just one more voice clamoring in the distance.  It
took some passionate lobbying on their part, plus a lucky convergence - a partnership
really, with a huge and suitable refuge to the south.  Identical habitat… genetically
similar source population… it was a match made in heaven, (actually, it was Socorro).
PDP already had an arrangement from this refuge to provide a certain number of prairie
dogs from as close a single-family group as possible.  Bingo!  The large empty lot off
NM 47 next to the McDonald's restaurant was dreadful!  There was so little for them to
eat and a high incidence of road kill.  This colony’s best hope were Karen Dremann and
Lee Wharton, both wonderful advocates who just would not give up. Thus, the Bosque
Farms Prairie Dog Relocation Project to rescue this beleaguered colony was launched.
Although a riparian biologist, Karen had a fierce affection for her adopted colony of
prairie dogs; Lee brought municipal know-how. Both Karen and Lee arranged the
foundation of the rescue: volunteers (Thank you, David Dremann, Trisha London, and
Bobbi Capute), materials, and funding while scheduling our help to lead it.  Both also
matched Prairie Dog Pals’ crew hour for hour, flushing and trapping on some of the
hottest days of the year! Forty-seven prairie dogs were saved due to their intervention.

Paul Eilers, and our two interns, Ellie Coonce and Vincent Cordova, spent the weekend
in Chacon capturing prairie dogs from five different fields.  Prairie Dog Pals staged the
prairie dogs in Albuquerque, and Paula Martin released them to a safe habitat.  The
colonies in Chacon inhabit mountain valleys as opposed to prairie land.  Unfortunately,
they are frequently preyed on by other species, primarily humans.  Despite their
particularly precarious status, we had several local advocates and many interested on-
lookers!  Thanks to all involved for participating in this educational outreach, prairie dog
rescue and community building effort. Pictured above, Paul and Cody flushing.

Strange Story:  Earlier this year, Lynn and Al Diehl noticed a suspicious character
poking around Landau.  He was furtive, sneaky, would not look them in the eye, and
made vague references to a survival course that he was teaching to EXPLAIN why he
was setting snares.  Snares?  These things kill animals!  We removed all the snares and
tried to locate perpetrator.  While no animals were harmed, his actions underscore the
importance of the caregivers monitoring the sites very closely and often.

August: Steve Capra, Executive Director of the
New Mexico Wilderness Alliance, recently learned
about a prairie dog colony that was threatened with
extermination. Steve contacted Prairie Dog Pals
and we developed a plan to rescue the prairie
dogs.  Paula Martin of Prairie Ecosystems
contributed her expertise, as well as her
partnership with a nearby ranch operating at the
forefront of prairie dog reintroduction in the region.
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El Tejon:  There is a junction near Costa Esmeralda in Mexico called Tejon Junction.
You may ask, just what is your point?  The junction is named after an animal frequently
found there, the feared and revered badger.  Badgers have certainly earned the respect
they enjoy, a fierce adversary in a small package.  Badgers and prairie dogs are the yin
and yang of the prairie, the classic predator and prey.  In the wild they strike a balance,
but in a controlled environment like our relocation sites, badgers can pose a serious
threat to newly introduced family groups struggling to survive in a native environment.
We should have not been worried for, as you can see below, C Rex was prepared, and
with the help of both Paul Eilers and Paul Polechla they quickly outwitted the predator.

The NMDOT contacted us about relocating prairie dogs from NM 314, near the Valencia
County Court House.  This was a difficult decision, as there are many prairie dogs
awaiting relocation in Albuquerque.  These prairie dogs were in peril and wanting to be
a good neighbor AND to continue our good working relationship with NMDOT we
developed a rescue plan.  Imagine the movie Ghostbusters. Imagine Bill Murray.
Imagine the title song with these words; “If there's somethin' burrowin’ in your
neighborhood, who ya gonna call? (Prairie Dog Pals).”  We’ve made a proposal.
We’ll see what develops.  This relocation pushes our resources and season to the limit,
but we think it is worth it to save these prairie dogs.

A golf course along Academy contacted us about a prairie dog encroachment.  (Picture
Bill Murray in Caddy Shack…to catch a prairie dog you must BECOME the prairie dog).
Prairie dogs on the golf course are a mystery as there is no apparent source population.
C Rex is beginning to subscribe to Paul Eilers’ theory about spontaneous generation.
The site survey revealed a robust colony of 20-30 prairie dogs… We thank the country
club management for taking the humane approach to dealing with the prairie dogs!

Menaul Update:  Last year Mr. Chaffee had the prairie dogs on his lot at Menaul and
Tramway poisoned.  The pest control company threw an anti-coagulant pellet poison
down each burrow and then covered the burrows (violating pest control protocols which
require bait boxes).  The colony was destroyed.  In a last ditch effort volunteers
captured 25 surviving prairie dogs.  Still, over half of the rescued prairie dogs
subsequently died despite efforts to save them using the antidote, Vitamin K.
Alarmingly, the poisoned field is still a threat.  PDP managed to coax several prairie
dogs that re-inhabited the field away from this danger zone.  Subsequently, two of the

Paul Eilers called C Rex very early on Sunday from the
West Mesa.  He was out monitoring a recent release and
feeding.  Suddenly, in the dawn’s early light, Paul caught
sight of a badger ducking down one of the native burrows.
C Rex and Paul Polechla met Paul Eilers at the site to
study the situation, and decided to flush out the visitor.
They mobilized the tanker and set a badger trap set at the
opening of the “day” burrow.  Within a few seconds the
badger popped into the trap.  He was a handsome fellow
but not at all happy about his relocation.  Thanks to all for
the rescue!
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prairie dogs demonstrated symptoms of poisoning.  One died, and the second was
euthanized after a blood test indicated that it had ingested poison recently, despite
being able to verify that no new poison has been applied.  Unfortunately, the
irresponsible application method of just over a year ago continues to endanger all
animals that frequent the field, both wild and domestic.

Prairie Dog Pals receives $25 for each client "referred" to H&R Block.  In 2007, Prairie
Dog Pals was awarded $400.00, but for 2008 we received a check for $1000.00, thanks
entirely to Barbara’s enthusiastic advocacy!  After a well-received tour through the
staging facility, PDP can count upon several more enthusiastic advocates for the future.
Moochos Smoochos to Barbara Johnson and H&R Block.

From our Outreach Coordinator, Lynn Diehl:  PDP caregivers had a typically busy
summer, feeding some very large colonies in need of support.  Dependable volunteers
are always appreciated for this frequently grueling chore, and Tercilla may have been
one of our most memorable, because she was just 9 years old.  She began her
volunteering one afternoon in front of the James Joseph Dwyer Police Substation.
Tercilla and her grandmother, Christina, met Lynn and Al Diehl to get a "short course" in
prairie dog care. They took off on their "mission" and after visiting several stores to get
donated produce, stopped at some of the more populated fields to feed. Along the way
they met some of our other volunteers and were very impressed. (Of course, we already
knew what a great bunch of volunteers we have). Sadly, Tercilla had to leave
Albuquerque at the end of the season when her dad was transferred to San Diego.  Her
last call from the airport, just before she and her grandmother boarded a plane for
California, was to plan her return in June to resume her mission with the prairie dogs.

Prairie Dog Pals either launched or joined quite a number of outreach activities this
year.  In addition to the many presentations at Albuquerque public schools, our
Outreach Coordinator tabled for Earth Day at the La Montanita annual event, the Bear
Watch at the Wildlife West Park in Edgewood, the Talking Talons annual event, and
most recently, for the state's Conference on Aging at Sandia Pueblo where we inspired
a few more volunteers for next season.

Volunteers put down their
“tools of the trade” to gather
and thank H & R Block for
their generous support!  At
left, David Farr, ABQ East
District Mgr, presents Prairie
Dog Pals with a “big check.”
Barbara Johnson (center) is
the Tax Specialist for H&R
Block who enrolled PDP into
H&R Block's Non-Profit
Referral Program.  Photo by
Ray Watt.
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Lomas & Chelwood:  Margaret Dowling, Bobbi Capute, Deborah Sweatt, Naomi
Julian, Barbara Johnson, Wendy Bustard, Ray Watt, Clarence Searles & Heidi
Newcomer, and a number of other volunteers gathered at the Lomas/Chelwood lot and
caught 92 prairie dogs over two weekends. The lot is pretty barren, the ownership is in
question, poor real estate for prairie dogs, - a perfect rescue scenario. The work was
hot and grueling but rewarding, as the prairie dogs will be going to a much better place!

September:  We plan to begin “hibernating” our operations mid-September.  Stewards
should continue to feed through the end of September and later if the weather remains
warm.  We’ll have a year-end wrap up newsletter so no need letting the cat (prairie dog)
out of the bag.

Sales:  PDP has on-hand inventory of T-Shirts, Totes, Bumper Stickers, and jewelry.
We also have an extensive collection of merchandise thanks to Margo and Café Press.

I-Give:  If you purchase on-line, consider purchasing through I-Give.  It is an easy sign-
up and PDP gets a percentage of every sale!  Contact Yvonne for details.

Prospects for the Future
Prairie Dog Pals experienced an increasing number of calls from both within the city and
across the state. It seems that more and more people are concerned about the plight of
prairie dogs. (Sure, we get our share of crank calls from folks who feel prairie dogs are
flea-infested, plague-carrying vermin that should be exterminated, and from those who
feel the prairie dogs pose a threat to horses, cattle, and just about anything else raised
on their corporate-funded, federally leased land). The majority of the calls, however, are
for assistance with humane prairie dog relocation, and this is heartening. We must
expand our collective vision to find a sustainable home for prairie dogs threatened by
loss of habitat or human conflict. It is the only way we can ensure the continued
existence of this keystone species for generations to come. What can YOU do?
Volunteer, contribute, speak out, and just get involved.

Finally, as a not-for-profit organization our
operations are funded by donations or
payment for rescue and relocation
activities.  Please help us help the prairie
dogs by donating!  All donations are tax-
deductible and will receive a letter of
acknowledgement.  Checks should be
made out to Prairie Dog Pals and sent to
PO Box 14235, Albuquerque, NM 87191.
If you access the web site, you can use
one of the convenient donation buttons to
donate using a credit card.  Every little bit
helps!
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Are you a supporter of Prairie Dog Pals?

Here’s how you can help:

Volunteer to be a steward, outreach spokesperson, relocator, or other prairie dog pal!
Use your administrative skills to help us with our web site, PR, outreach, and more!
Make a donation to support our work!

We also accept additional donations of food and other needed supplies.

I would like to support Prairie Dog Pals.  Enclosed is my check for $ ______

I would like to volunteer to help Prairie Dog Pals. Please contact me at the following:

Name                                                                Phone                                                               

Address                                                            City, State, Zip                                                 

Cell Phone                                            E-mail                                                               

Send your tax-deductible donation to: PO Box 14235, Albuquerque, NM 87191

PO Box 14235
Albuquerque, NM 87191

PLACE

STAMP
HERE


