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Prairie Dog Pals Updates 
Yips! 
 
Yips to Steve A and John W who provided PDP with funds to 
cover the cost of feeding along Tramway.  This is an incredible 
gift as the populations at Lomas and Indian School only survive 
due to supplemental feeding.  Thanks to these individuals for 
their great generosity.  We could use a few more…. 
 
Yips to Alice M!  C Rex was caught on the horns of a dilemma; 
he had a conundrum, was in a fix, a bind.  The influx of PDs in 
early March depleted the stock of timothy hay and orchard grass 
kindly provided by the Prairie Dog Coalition (PDC) for the 
occasion.  Oh, how quickly we went through 12 bales!  But 
when we went to the cabinet (local purveyors of feed and hay),  

the cabinet (sic) was BARE!  They had alfalfa, but we don’t 
feed that to the prairie dogs because it can harbor a 
microorganism that is harmful to prairie dogs.  What to do?  
C Rex called as far south as Soccoro and north to Boulder 
to check on supplies—nada!  Next, the Rexter put out the 
word to all prairie dog pals.  Margaret D heard from her 
friend Alice that we could get orchard grass at Miller’s on 
4th Street.  This was a find indeed!  Since that day, we have 
repeatedly depended on Miller’s, not only for hay, our stock 
in trade, but also for a special feed called NOMO 3-Way.  
The feed has rolled oats, corn and barley and no molasses 
hence NOMO.  Woo Hoo!--Yips to you, Alice!  

Annual Meeting 
 
The annual board and general membership meetings were 
conducted on January 28, 2012.  We try to hold these on 
Prairie Dog Day (elsewhere known as Ground Hog Day), 
but February 2 landed in the middle of the week, and 
weekends work better for the membership.  We had a good 
turnout for the general meeting and lots of interesting 
topics to assess and projects to plan.  The minutes have 
been issued and are posted in our archives at 
www.prairiedogpals.org/archives.  
 
Highlights of the meeting follow: 
 
Contracts:  For the first time in six years, Prairie Dog Pals 
began the year without any contracts, grants, or source of 
potential income.  We are contacting previous clients and 
investigating new sources of funding.  

 
Funding:  Donations have dropped; PDP had a net deficit 
in 2011 of $14,600. 

 
Dues:  During the 2011 meeting, it was proposed that 
Prairie Dog Pals charge dues.  The item was permanently 
tabled during the 2012 board meeting. 

 
Board Election:  Six of the seven board members were re-
elected for another 2-year term.  The Vice President, Steve 
A, resigned his position in 2011 and left the state. 

    continued on page 2 

EDITOR’S NOTE:  Many voices contributed to our newsletter 
this time.  You’ll find first-hand accounts from several of our 
core volunteers, tireless staff, and loyal board members.  You’ll 
even read a personal first-hand account from a rescue herself!  
Please let us know if you like these first person perspectives and 
would enjoy seeing contributions from our diverse voices in the 
future! 
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Fundraising:  We need to take a more proactive approach.  
Yvonne B is looking at the formation of a governing board, 
whose main functions would include fundraising and long-
range strategic planning.  Other ideas presented: 

 
 Grant writing 
 Raffles (one idea--a wide-screen TV) 
 Garage sale in late May; a second may be scheduled if a 

sponsor steps forward. (RW/GS)    
 Restaurant outings with a set menu at a negotiated 

lower price (difference would go to PDP)  
 Silent auctions in conjunction with restaurant outings 
 Development of new merchandise for sale at tabling 

events 
 Participation at Weems Artfest 
 Sell ad space in our newsletter 
 PDP donation days at Albertsons, PACA, Applebees, 

Il Vicinos, etc.  (Naomi J mentioned that she had 
signed up PDP for a fund-sharing day with La 
Montanita Co-op, but there is a long waiting list.) 

 
 

 
Old friends, interested parties, and new volunteers attended the general 
membership meeting.  
 
Database Progress 
 
We see light at the end of the burrow…PDP passed a quiet 
milestone this spring when we added the 5000th record to 
our contact database. This database supports the core of our 
work and includes most of the inquiries we have received for 
help with all manner of prairie dog (and other species) issues 
that you can imagine.  The records were created from raw 
data that included telephone printouts, data entry sheets, and 
notes written on any scrap of paper handy.  In a way, the 
database serves as an electronic version of our history and 
documents our efforts to speak for the prairie dogs.  It 
reflects our efforts to educate, inspire, and win advocates for 
the species.  

 

Quilt Raffle   
 
Inara K donated one of her fabulous prairie dog quilts for us 
to raffle again this year.  Her quilt featured signature stitching 
and photo prints of prairie dogs and burrowing owls; it was 
indeed a work of art.  We sold 375 tickets to a global 
audience, with purchases extending to the United Kingdom!  
We raised $650.00, which will go towards the rescue of 
prairie dogs threatened by habitat loss or human conflict.  
The drawing was, of course, held on Prairie Dog Day, and 
our youngest volunteer, Ella W, selected the winning ticket. 
 

 
Ella W selects the winning ticket. 
 

 
The proud new owner, Julie L, from Tennessee  

Updates: Annual Meeting continued from page 1 

Continued on page 3 
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Updates, continued from page 2 

Continued on page 4 

The chime is pictured below. 

 
 Jim T, winner of the silent auction, receives the prairie dog wind chime 
from Yvonne B.  

Wildlife West 
 
In 2011 we partnered with the Wildlife West Nature Park to 
relocate a number of prairie dogs we had captured from 
Moriarty.  We conducted a soft release into abandoned 
natural burrows.  The site was across from a campground 
area with a dirt parking lot in between.  Unfortunately, the 
prairie dogs didn’t seem to like their assigned quarters and 
migrated into one side of the campground parking lot. This 
spring we did worry a little about how this new colony had 
fared through the winter.  The prairie dogs were emerging in 
Albuquerque and the East Mountains, but there was no sign 
of life at the Wildlife West colony.  Then, as if heralded, they 
appeared—what a relief!  Hopefully, this colony will sustain 
itself and thrive in the future.  
 
 

Grazing For Gunnies 
 
One of the fundraising suggestions tabled at the annual 
meeting was to have restaurant outings coupled with silent 
auctions—a chance for interested prairie dog “pals” to 
congregate at a local eatery to enjoy fine cuisine and good 
company and, of course, support the cause.  A sponsor 
would negotiate a lower price on two or three dinner entrees.  
Attendees would order one of the pre-arranged entrees and 
pay the regular menu price, with the difference being 
donated to PDP.  The evening would include a silent auction 
of a donated item. 
  
WOO HOO!  Yvonne B sponsored the first “Grazing for 
Gunnies” dinner at the Thai Vegan.  If you have not been 
there, you should go, as the food is excellent AND vegan.  
Don’t think you will have to survive on veggies for the 
evening; they have an entire Thai menu that includes “pork,” 
“beef,” “chicken,” and “seafood.”  I use quotes because all 
the “meat” is vegan. 
 
Frances G and Ed U provided the silent auction item, a 
handcrafted copper prairie dog wind chime.  Jim T cast the 
winning bid.   
 
All told, we raised $130 that evening.  This may not seem like 
that much, but that amount can sustain 20 prairie dogs for 
about a month in the staging facility.  Consider joining us for 
an evening of “Grazing for Gunnies.”  If you’d like to 
sponsor a dinner, let us know.   
 
By the way, we plan to offer wind chimes for sale (in at least 
a couple of different finishes) for $15 including shipping.  
They make great gifts! 
 

 
Some of the folks who attended the first Grazing for Gunnies 
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Outreach Accelerates in 2012 
By James E. Trever 
 
The first event of the year was the Xeriscape Expo, February 
25-26.  I was out of state and unable to attend, but my 
fosters, Ducky and Missy, served as prairie dog ambassadors 
for the event.  Annabeth F did a fine job of coordinating the 
event, handling all scheduling and logistics for the weekend.  
Annabeth F, Paul E, Yvonne B, Frances G, Margaret, and 
Clifford J, one of PDP’s newest volunteers, took shifts at the 
table.   
 
I, myself, have significantly increased the number of 
presentations I have given this year.  On March 19, I gave a 
presentation at Apache Elementary to 40 students in two 
classes.  The following week, I gave two more presentations 
at the Montessori Elementary School to five classes 
consisting of 150 third graders.  On April 20, I was at 
Eubank Elementary educating another 22 students.  For all 
of these outreach presentations, my sidekick was Petunia, 
PDP’s newest prairie dog ambassador.  
 
Petunia was also the star attraction on April 22, the first day 
of Fetch-apalooza at the Journal Center.  Human 
ambassadors were Wendy B, Margaret D, Erin M, and 
Annabeth F.  The second day of Fetch-apalooza, April 23, 
was Earth Day.  I tabled with Margaret and Clifford and a 
temporary prairie dog ambassador from the staging facility 
named Chatty.  Petunia spent Earth Day at La Montanita 
Co-op’s Festival with Annabeth F, Paul E, Ray W, and Betsy 
K, another new volunteer. 
 
On May 9, I returned to Apache Elementary for a short 
student-parent-teacher night tabling event with prairie dog 
ambassador Prince.  PDP set up in the library along with the 
student exhibits.   
 
On May 12, I solo tabled with Prince and provided a 
presentation for the First Annual Spring Festival at the 
Whitfield Wildlife Conservation Area (WWCA) in Belen.  
The presentation was well attended and was digitally 
recorded, so hopefully, some of that can be shared on the 
PDP website in the future.  On June 5, I returned to the 
WWCA to give another presentation for their summer 
program kick off.  Four groups of children and their 
teachers/counselors were in attendance along with park 
officials.  
 
“The fate of animals is of greater importance to me than the fear of 
appearing ridiculous; it is indissolubly connected with the fate of men.” 
 
Émile Zola, French Author  
 
“The purity of a person’s heart can be quickly measured by how they 
regard animals.” 
 
Anonymous 
 
 
 
 
  

Continued from page 3 

Fetch-apalooza 
By Annabeth Fieck 
 
Historically, the Fetch-apalooza event had been an exercise 
in wind tolerance; that is, a portion of the efforts of this 
event had been holding down or catching items the wind 
would toss your way.  This year was different.  April 21, 
2012, at the Albuquerque Journal parking lot was a perfect 
day to enjoy the sun while spreading Prairie Dog Pals’ 
message.  It was a beautiful day, made even more special by 
the fact that our furry ambassador, Petunia, was there to help 
us.  One of our more engaging envoys, Petunia wowed the 
crowds with his relaxed demeanor, frequently being viewed 
on his back taking in the sights.  There is no more efficient 
or enjoyable way to table a PDP event than with a prairie 
dog, and Petunia seemed to be as interested in the citizenry 
as they were in him.  The event itself was a great success, 
according to the organizers, with almost 300 canine and 
feline adoptions made during the weekend.  In the midst of 
all this activity, Petunia stood out…reminding everyone of 
his species’ importance to the prairie, the Southwest, and the 
unique ecosystem we could lose in their absence. 
 

 
Clifford J and Tim T at Fetch-apalooza. 
 

 
Jim T gives a presentation at the  
Whitfield Wildlife Conservation Area in Belen.  
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First Sighting of the Season 
 
While Lynn D usually captures this honor, the construction 
of the dog park on Landau decreased her field of operations 
significantly, thus limiting her chances of catching sight of 
the first prairie dog of the season.  Fortunately for the 
Landau prairie dogs, PDP was able to relocate almost all of 
them before the start of construction.  This was thanks to 
our collaboration with Albuquerque Parks and Recreation, 
something we hope (hint, hint) will continue! 
 
So who copped bragging rights for this year’s first sighting?  
Frances G called on Valentines Day to report that she had 
seen five prairie dogs that morning at various sites on or 
close to I-40, and she had photographic evidence to prove it.  
So she wins the first sighting of the season prize, an all 
expense paid, first class trip to the Cynomys Galaxy!  Lucky 
her!  The return trip is 43 gazillion dollars, but that's her 
problem. 
 
February 14!  It seems like first sighting happens earlier each 
year.  In fact, Frances had documented the sightings because 
she was sure C Rex would never believe her without said 
evidence.  After all, he had seen his shadow on Prairie Dog 
Day (signaling 6 more weeks of winter) and was rewarded 
with an evening snowstorm and about 4” of snow, thus 
saving his reputation as weather forecaster extraordinaire.  
The weather did remain cold for another week or so, 
forestalling the start of the capture season. 
 

 
Will you be my Valentine?  
 
 

 
 

First Rescue and Capture of the Season 
 
Before winter’s wind had died down, C Rex and Yvonne B 
were already rescuing some of our most vulnerable feathered 
and furry friends.  
 
Yvonne’s story:  It was a cold (really cold) and windy (really 
windy) day (apologies to Edward Bulwer- Lytton). 
 

 
 
While driving down Montgomery (still in the foothills), 
Yvonne saw a rock dove just sitting in the road.  Knowing 
the bird would soon become road kill, she stopped and 
approached the bird.  It was aware of her approach, but did 
not or could not flee.  She scooped it up, wrapped it in a 
towel, and brought it home.  The bird was shivering badly 
but seemed to be uninjured.  We think it might have been 
stunned by the strong gusts of wind, and due to the extreme 
cold, was sitting on the road to gather what heat it could 
from the asphalt.  We put it in a holding cage with some 
food and water.  The bird continued to shiver but with 
decreasing violence.  After about 15 minutes, it calmed 
down, and after an hour took some food and water on its 
own.  We kept it over night, expecting the worst but hoping 
for the best, and were rewarded in the morning with a 
slightly peeved avian.  The wind had died down, and it was a 
bit warmer, so we set the cage out in the driveway and 
opened the door.  The dove perched on the opening, looked 
around, and took off like a “bat out of hell” (ala Meatloaf).   
 
C Rex’s story:  A couple of days later, they were just sitting 
down for lunch with their friend Hank, who was visiting 
from out of town, when they received a call about a prairie 
dog in someone’s backyard not far from Gibson Blvd.  
Again, it was a cold and windy, and this time snowy, day.  So, 
C Rex lost no time in getting Cynomys on the road (New 
Blue was on a mission in Taos).  He found the bewildered 
prairie dog hunched over in a corner of the person’s yard.  
After taking a couple of precautions to ensure the huddler 
didn’t become a runner, he snatched up the prairie dog with 
ease.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 

Continued on page 6 
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Updates continued from page 5 
 
The prairie dog was a healthy male.  As it was mating season, 
it’s possible he had been displaced from his colony because of a 
turf battle.  But due to the location, there is another possibility, 
dare we say probability.  We have long suspected Kirtland Air 
Force Base of harassing and poisoning the prairie dogs along 
Gibson Blvd.  This sends frightened prairie dogs scurrying away 
into the surrounding neighborhoods and concerned residents 
calling 311.  While their policy may benefit the base, it certainly 
cannot be considered a good neighbor policy.   
 
Kudos to the concerned citizen who called in the rescue!  That 
prairie dog was saved because of you, and he now has new digs 
at the Sevilleta National Wildlife Refuge.  
 
 

Spring Captures and Rescues 
 
Despite the lack of contracts, PDP was very successful this past 
spring, capturing and relocating 36 prairie dogs and 2 rock 
squirrels prior to pup season.  The prairie dogs were captured 
from the I-40 interchanges and a few private residences.  But 
wait, you say, 36 isn’t that many.  Well, yes and no.  Considering 
that about half of these captures were females, and that each 
female can have up to 8 pups, well, you do the math.   
 
Not only that…we got involved in another kind of rescue, and 
those 36 prairie dogs were joined by another 305 from 
elsewhere in the state.  The Inn of the Prairie Dog (the staging 
facility) was gob smacked.  While we can handle up to 400 
prairie dogs at any given time, it depends largely on who can be 
housed with whom.  The 36 we caught fit into 4 groups; the 
305 came in divided into very small groups, in some cases, one 
prairie dog per cage. The staging facility was filled with tanks, 
kennels, and cages from front to back, side to side, and floor to 
ceiling. 
 

 
Two volunteers work hard to sort out the intake. 
 

 
Volunteers take vital statistics.  Each prairie dog is weighed, sexed, 
and micro-chipped for future study. 
 
We carefully started blending singletons and pairs together 
with others, so that they could bond before going out into 
the wild.  It’s certainly better to have the support of a family 
group when facing the dangers of the open prairie.  In April 
we relocated 164 of these prairie dogs to the Sevilleta 
National Wildlife Refuge (SNWR). 
 
On release day, Paul E and Ed U started at “O Dark Thirty” 
(5:00 AM), transferring the prairie dogs to kennels for 
transport to the Sevilleta.  This was no easy task.  They 
needed to prep the food, load the kennels, make sure the 
kennels and dogs were properly designated for their intended 
burrow, and do this all without losing a prairie dog or getting 
seriously bit.  The two dervishes danced in unison, and the 
work proceeded as if a concert of thought and motion.  The 
two suburbans were loaded and on the road by 6:30 AM.  
 
We rendezvoused at Bernardo and headed out to the site.  
This relocation was a precision operation--each dog in a 
specific kennel, each kennel identified to a specific burrow, 
each burrow plotted out on a map.  With practiced expertise 
gleaned from many relocations, the seasoned volunteers 
grouped and distributed the prairie dogs.   
 
Which is not to say that there weren’t any hiccups.  At one 
point, Dave P was carrying a kennel when it basically 
disintegrated, allowing one of the prairie dogs to prematurely 
bolt for freedom.  With a net already in hand and lightning-
quick reaction, Dave was able to snag the would-be escapee.  
He repaired the kennel on the spot and got on with the 
business of setting the little fellow free in a more controlled 
manner. 
 
There were other challenges.  We had used an assortment of 
zip ties to assemble both the kennels and cage caps.  The 
more expensive zip ties from reputable places like, well, you 
know the box hardware stores, performed admirably, almost 
too admirably.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 

Continued on page 7 
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Updates Continued from page 6 
 
The ones from the type of places that sell things for a dollar 
either broke during the assembly process or, even worse, lasted 
long enough to break at the most inconvenient times.  I guess 
the tried and true tome, you get what you pay for, is true. 
 
All in all, the release went very well, and by 10:00 AM all the 
prairie dogs were in their burrows, and several came topside to 
survey their new home from the safety of the cage caps. 
 
Paul E monitored and fed the prairie dogs for the next four 
days, and he,  
Ed U, Erin M, Annabeth F, and Betsy K released the prairie 
dogs and stowed the equipment on the fifth.  Paul continued 
monitoring the site for several more days and reported that the 
prairie dogs had commenced digging their new burrows nearby. 
 
Prairie Dog Pals has agreed to long-term supplemental feeding 
to aid the prairie dogs at the refuge during these droughty times.  
The program consists of providing carrots (for moisture) and 
feed (for protein) to the prairie dogs in their natural burrows.  It 
takes one person about seven hours from departure to return.  
Two folks can do it in about five hours.  If you’d like to spend a 
relaxing Sunday morning walking on the refuge, email us—we 
can make it happen.  
 

Petunia and Other Rescues 
 
As a rescue organization, our goal is to relocate all of our 
rescues; however, with the 300+ prairie dogs who took up 
temporary residence at the inn came a few who cannot be 
released.  Erin M and Jim T are hosting some of those that need 
intensive care; others are still residing in the staging facility.  One 
is blind, several have mobility issues, and then there’s Petunia.   
 
HE (yes, Petunia is a male) was just as healthy and as friendly as 
he could be.  Petunia’s history is murky, but it was immediately 
apparent that he was far too acclimated to humans to even 
consider release to the wild.  With approval from all involved, 
PDP has adopted Petunia as its newest spokesrodent.  
 
“Life is as dear to a mute creature as it is to man. Just as one wants 
happiness and fears pain, just as one wants to live and not die, so do other 
creatures.” 
 
The Dalai Lama, Spiritual Leader 
 
"...the extermination of a species, the extermination of a people, are 
predicated on the same impulses. Prejudice, cruelty, arrogance, and 
ignorance, circling around issues of power and justice. "  
 
Terry Tempest Williams, Author, Finding Beauty in a Broken 
World 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Pups Are Up! 
 
Margaret D reported seeing pups at the Lomas Police 
Substation on May 26.  We are not ready! 
 

 
Catch me if you can!   

Perp Alert 
 
Several of our volunteers have reported seeing suspicious 
substances at areas where they feed.  Some sort of powder 
was seen at one site, and at another there were bowls 
containing a bright yellow liquid.  Unfortunately, the 
volunteer did not secure a sample, but we suspect the liquid 
may have been anti-freeze.  This is extremely cruel and will 
not only kill the prairie dogs, but any other animal ingesting 
the fluid.  In addition, it is a felony offense in the city of 
Albuquerque and should be reported directly to the police by 
calling 242-COPS (242-2677).  If you can, get a picture, 
license plate, or description, but don’t put yourself at risk.   

“If all the beasts were gone, men would die from a great loneliness of 
spirit, for whatever happens to the beasts also happens to the man. All 
things are connected. Whatever befalls the Earth befalls the sons of the 
Earth.” 
 
Chief Seattle of the Suquamish Tribe, in a letter to President 
Franklin Pierce 
 
“I have been studying the traits and dispositions of the “lower animals” 
(so called) and contrasting them with the traits and dispositions of man. 
I find the result humiliating to me.” 
 
Mark Twain, Author, Letters from the Earth, 1907 
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Annual Garage Sale 
By Raymond Watt 
 
There was no kitchen sink at this year’s annual Prairie Dog Pals 
garage sale, but we did have a swimming pool and lots of other 
donations.  The sale, held on May 26, raised a total of $760.80 
and, hopefully, made some converts to the side of protecting 
prairie dogs.  For the first time this year, young members Hanna S 
and Ella W operated a lemonade and bake sale stand, which 
brought in $33.25 of our total.  We ran out of baked goods early 
and so will expand this in the future. 
 
Donations came in slowly at first, but by sale day, we once again 
had a driveway full of treasures.  Many people donated special and 
unique items.  The tremendous variety and quality of donations 
really brought out the shoppers.  From books to bikes and TV 
sets, to computers and household items, we had it all.  To those of 
you who donated--many, many thanks!  We have tax-deductible 
donation forms available if you’d like to take advantage of this 
benefit.  Thanks, also, to the volunteers who braved the heat, the 
crowds, and the occasional overly persistent bargain hunter.  
Stalwart co-workers included Ray W, Tania W, Graziella S, Ed U, 
and Frances G.  And, of course, thanks to all who helped fill the 
coffers of Prairie Dog Pals! 
 
Thanks to Graziella who brought in the pool and four brand new 
electric fireplace heaters, still in their original boxes.  These are the 
kinds that look like a real roaring fire.  It is hard to sell a fireplace 
in 90-degree heat, and while they didn’t sell at the sale, we will 
hold on to them until fall.  The total retail value of these heaters is 
close to $2,000. 
 
We received a generous donation of a mini DV video camera, 
which we decided would be better to keep and use to record some 
of our relocation work.  In the future, look for video clips of our 
favorite critters on the website. 
 
Not everything sells at a garage sale, of course, and we had our 
share of leftovers.  Dick W took a full carload to the Hug A Horse 
Thrift Store in Edgewood, which benefits the Walkin’ N’ Circles 
Ranch.  Another load of items was picked up by Animal Humane.  
 
We will hold another sale next summer and, hopefully, raise even 
more money.  So when planning a spring cleanup, please do think 
about donating unwanted items to help out our prairie dogs. 
 
There is an old Navajo warning that if you kill off the prairie dogs there will 
be no one to cry for rain … In fact, the burrowing animals, like prairie dogs, 
open breathing tubes in the Earth.  The underground aquifers act like the 
diaphragm in human bodies; the moon as it passes raises and lowers the 
underground water table and the Earth breathes through the many fissures 
and tubes opened by the burrowing creatures.  The exhalation of moisture-
ladened air, filled with negative ions, helps create rain.”  
 
Stephen Harrod Buhner, Author, in Sacred Plant Medicine 
 

 

 

 
Ella W and Hanna S run the lemonade and bake sale stand. 
 

 
Shoppers hunt for bargains at the annual PDP garage sale.  
 

 
New Opportunity 
 
Calling all artistic, creative, and crafty prairie dog advocates!  
Prairie Dog Pals has received a generous offer from one of 
our dearest (and very talented) advocates to share her 
wonderful workspace to create items for sale to benefit 
prairie dogs.  Whether you paint, sew, throw clay, or bend 
metals to your will, there’s a place and space for you!  
Contact us with information about your skills!  A trained 
artist will be on site during any gathering.   
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New Donation Link to Causes.Com 
 
PDP has long had a link on its website that allows people to 
donate to us through PayPal.  This facilitates the actual process 
of giving, but does not publicize our cause to the world.  Thanks 
to Margo D, we now have a more effective donation link on our 
Facebook page; it links to Causes.com.  Many people go to 
Causes.com looking for worthy projects to fund with their 
charitable donations.   
 
To date, we have posted two appeals on their website.  The first 
was for spring trapping, and, thanks to the generosity of our 
friends in the south, most expenses were covered.  The second 
was an appeal to cover the cost of our insurance.  Here’s the text 
of that appeal:   

 
For the past 20 years Prairie Dog Pals has been helping prairie 
dogs in Albuquerque and greater New Mexico by relocating 
prairie dogs like me whose habitat is threatened or where there's 
conflict with you humans. These good people are there to help 
prairie dogs...but now they need your help  

 
Prairie Dog Pals is a not-for-profit charity. All income, be it 
donations or service income from grants or contracts, goes into 
the running of the organization. No one, other than our 
seasonal contract labor, gets paid. The organization interfaces 
with the public on several levels, and to operate in the public 
sector we must carry commercial insurance for the organization 
and the vehicles. Thanks to a caring insurance agent we've been 
able to get our insurance at a fairly reasonable cost. 

 
For the first time in 10 years they have started the year without 
any contracts in place. Without the city contracts, they need 
support to maintain their liability and vehicle insurance which 
costs $2100 per year. Can you help us meet that goal?  Just $50 
from each of our human friends would go a long ways towards 
getting the insurance paid for the year. My friends and I thank 
you! 

Our facebook page is at 
http://www.facebook.com/#!/prairiedogpals  
 
And our new Facebook donation page is here:  
 
http://www.facebook.com/#!/prairiedogpals/app_2504575813
38    
 
“The story of the Utah prairie dog is the story of the range of our 
compassion. If we can extend our idea of community to include the lowliest of 
creatures, call them 'the untouchables', then we will indeed be closer to a path 
of peace and tolerance. if we cannot accommodate 'the other', the shadow we 
will see on our own home ground will be the forecast of our own species' 
extended winter of the soul.”  
 
Terry Tempest Williams, Author 
 
 

Albertsons/Prairie Dog Pals Donation 

Card 
Prairie Dog Pals has signed up for a charitable giving program 
with Albertsons’ Grocery Stores.  Here are excerpts from the 
“Community” page of their website: 

 “At the heart of Albertsons charitable giving is the 
idea that being a good corporate citizen is an ongoing 
responsibility. 

We help to create healthy and thriving communities 
by supporting non-profit, 501(c)(3) organizations 
whose primary mission fits the following focus areas:  
hunger relief, health and nutrition, environmental 
stewardship. 

Albertsons is committed to environmental stewardship 
and sustainable operations and will support local efforts 
towards sustainability.” 

Albertsons graciously accepted Prairie Dog Pals into their 
charitable giving program.  To participate in this program and 
support Prairie Dog Pals: 
 
1) Request a card from Prairie Dog Pals 
2) Scan your Albertsons'/Prairie Dog Pals' card every time 

you shop at Albertsons 
3) Albertsons will donate 1% of your purchase to Prairie 

Dog Pals! 
 

 
Please Help! 
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News from the Sevilleta 
 

BUrrow Repair Project (BURP) 
 
Sorry for my Calvin and Hobbes-esque attempt at 
acronyms…how can one avoid just being…acronymonyous?  
Ouch! 
 
This past winter, representatives from the Sevilleta and Prairie 
Dog Pals met on site to assess the state of the artificial 
burrows.  Approximately 80 burrows were identified for 
remediation, ranging from tube repair to total replacement. 
 
Prairie dogs, being a keystone species, provide food and 
accommodation to over 200 other species.  So, as you can 
imagine, our artificial burrows are well used…by the prairie 
dogs, kangaroo and wood rats, rabbits, mice, snakes, and 
other assorted critters.  The pronghorn antelope also seem to 
take particular interest in the prairie dog inhabited areas and 
are hard on the tubing with their hooves. 
 
We conducted a pilot project on one of the burrows to 
determine the amount of work and time involved in replacing 
the nesting box and tubes.  Jon E and Ed U were able, with 
help from Stephanie B and Paul E to replace an entire 
burrow in about 45 minutes. 
 

 
Stephanie B, Paul E, and Jon E get ready to set a new artificial 
burrow. 
 
We considered a joint effort with PDP and Sevilleta 
volunteers, but in view of the number of burrows, the 
distance between them, time, and logistics, we decided to 
enlist the services of a work crew provided by the forestry 
service.  On February 21, work began in earnest and 
proceeded quickly and efficiently.  

 

 

 
This was not a committee in action.  This was the first burrow 
with the entire crew “in training.”  Everyone participated to get 
an idea of what needed to be done.  Then the group broke off in 
teams of four to complete the work.  It took about five days to 
complete all the burrows. 

 
 

Spring Trapping 
 
We planned to complete our burrow repair project before the 
prairie dogs emerged in the spring.  Just in time--we spotted a 
prairie dog on our last day of work.  As a new season begins, we 
consider the health of the colonies.  Did the prairie dogs have 
enough sustenance the previous year to survive their winter 
hibernation?  The staff at the refuge regularly monitors the prairie 
dog population.  They do this by trapping twice a year to 
determine how many prairie dogs are resident and if they are 
moving between areas. 
  
The trapping process involves several steps.  First, traps are set 
out closed and empty to habituate the prairie dogs to their 
presence.  Then the traps are wired open, and food is placed in 
them for several days running.  Then finally the traps are set.  
This process works very well.  SNWR staffers set out hundreds 
of traps on two sites.  In two hours, they captured over 50 prairie 
dogs.  Now I know we’ve introduced our readers to prairie dog 
math before; there are always several times more prairie dogs 
than the ones you see topside at a given time.  With the success 
rate of their spring trapping, it is our guess that there are probably 
200-400 prairie dogs on those sites.  This is incredibly positive 
news.  We can’t wait to see the pups! 
 
"From ancient times the people of Mother Earth have sought visions and 
messages from the Great Spirit. In the beginning, the Creator communicated 
with us through our interaction with nature. All of nature is connected at an 
unseen level." 
 
Lily-Therese, Spiritualist 
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New Sevilleta Brochure 
 
The Sevilleta has a new brochure.  What’s exciting is that it 
features pictures taken by two of our volunteers, Notice the 
gunny gracing the cover--that’s Sharyn’s picture:  
 

 
 
This page about the prairie dog reintroduction program 
features Ray’s photo: 
 

 
 
 
 

 

News from Other Partners 
 

Airport Animal Friends Committee--
Sunport Update  
 
Activity was derailed somewhat; one member of the Airport 
Animal Friends (AAF) Committee was in a serious car 
accident, and another is seriously ill.  The bottom line is that 
the Sunport is exceeding FAA requirements and trying to 
poison as many prairie dogs as possible.  Members of Prairie 
Dog Pals are encouraged to voice their opinions to their city 
councilors, mayor, governor, and representatives in congress. 

 

Wild Earth Guardians’ Report From 
The Burrow 
 
Wild Earth Guardians issues an annual report on state 
activities concerning prairie dogs.  You can access the entire 
report on the news page of their website.  Here is an excerpt: 
 
February 2nd is Prairie Dog Day! While the famous 
groundhog Punxsutawney Phil entertains, foretelling the 
length of winter, the status of prairie dog populations has 
more serious implications for the future of western 
grasslands. Our Report from the Burrow grades state and 
federal agencies on prairie dog conservation. Read the 
report to find out who did well and who failed the prairie 
dog test this year. Learn more about our conservation work 
by visiting our Protecting the Prairie Dog Empire campaign 
page.  
 
www.wildearthguardians.org/site/pageserver 

 
And, you ask…how did New Mexico do?  Here is what Wild 
Earth Guardians’ Report from the Burrow had to say about 
New Mexico: 
 
D- New Mexico (Black-tailed and Gunnison’s prairie 
dogs) 
Historically, more than 6,640,000 acres were occupied by 
black-tailed prairie dogs in New Mexico (USFWS 2000). The 
New Mexico Natural Heritage program (NMNH) used 
digital orthophoto quarter quadrangle (DOQQ) color air 
photos from 2005 to estimate area of prairie dog disturbance 
over the historical range of the black-tailed prairie dog. 
NMNH estimated ~40,000 acres of active black-tailed prairie 
dog towns in the study area, an apparent increase from an 
estimate based on 1996-97 imagery (these area estimates 
should be considered approximate only). 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 

Continued on page 12 
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It also appears that prairie dog disturbance increased in the 
northern part of the study area and decreased in the southern 
part (Johnson et al. 2010a). 
Using a similar method – DOQQ photographs and a model – 
NMNH estimated the area of active Gunnison’s prairie dog 
towns on the Navajo Nation and Reservation of the Hopi 
Tribe at ~253,567 acres (only a portion of this acreage is in 
New Mexico – the remaining area of the Navajo Nation falls 
with Utah and Arizona, and the Reservation of the Hopi 
Tribe is entirely within Arizona) (Johnson et al. 2010b). 

  
Both black-tailed and Gunnison’s prairie dogs are listed as 
“species of greatest conservation need” in New Mexico’s 
Comprehensive Wildlife Conservation Strategy. The four states 
within the range of the Gunnison’s prairie dog are monitoring 
the status of range-wide populations using occupancy modeling 
– all the states completed surveys in 2010. A report on these 
efforts will be available in spring 2012. New Mexico released a 
draft conservation plan for the Gunnison’s prairie dog in 2008, 
and the state is still working off of the draft plan. New Mexico 
is also working on developing a Memorandum of 
Understanding that would cover conservation of both species in 
the state. Shooting is banned on state trust lands but is 
otherwise unrestricted. The state does not monitor or mitigate 
for plague in prairie dogs. The state has an incentive program 
for landowners to protect prairie dogs, but no landowners had 
enrolled as of February 2011. New Mexico has no permitting 
process for relocation of prairie dogs, which can lead to 
difficulty in tracking relocation projects that are occurring.  
 

Books 
 

Prairie Spring 
By Pete Dunne 
 

 
A portrait of spring in the heartland of North America.   

In this first of four seasonal narratives, Pete Dunne sends 
a postcard from the prairie in his characteristically puckish 
style.  The prairie is an exciting place to explore an 
unfolding drama—man versus the environment—and as 
Dunne and his wife travel through the heartland, the 
fleeting nature of the season comes to symbolize the 
precarious balance between the two.  At the Sandhill 
Crane Festival in Nebraska, Dunne observes the struggle 
between maintaining the cranes’ habitat and meeting 
farmers’ needs for water.  As in other habitats, human 
encroachment is only one of the challenges facing the 
preservation of the Pawnee National Grassland in 
Colorado. 
 
Climate change, invasive plants and animals, and mineral 
exploitation are just a few of the others.  Conflicts over the 
grassland habitat continue between ranchers and prairie 
dogs and between oil companies and prairie chickens.  Yet 
Dunne finds affirmation on the prairie: people putting 
their lives back in place after a tornado; volunteers giving 
their time to conservation efforts; the drive of all species 
to move their genes to the next generation, which 
manifests itself so abundantly on the prairie in spring.  
 
 

Piesek Preriowy 
By Joanna Zarzynska and Pawel Zarzynski 
 

 
A must have Polish guide to owning and caring for prairie dogs.  
That is if you mówi  polski (speak Polish!)  Hats off (or czapki z 
g ów) to Joanna and Pawel. 
 
 
“The squirrel that you kill in jest, dies in earnest,” 
 
Henry David Thoreau, American Writer 
 
 

Continued on page 13 
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The Lorax 
By Dr. Seuss 
 

 
 
The Lorax is a children's book written by Dr. Seuss and first 
published in 1971.  It chronicles the plight of the environment 
and the Lorax, who speaks for the trees against the greedy 
Once-ler.  As in most Dr. Seuss works, most of the creatures 
mentioned are original to the book. 
 
The book is commonly recognized as a fable concerning the 
danger corporate greed poses to nature, using the literary 
element of personification to give life to industry as the Once-ler 
(whose face is never shown in any of the story's illustrations or 
in the television special) and the environment as the Lorax. 
 
…and now for something completely different, our new:  
Movie Corner! 
 
You must go see: The 3D-CGI feature Dr. Seuss' The Lorax is 
an adaptation of Dr. Seuss' classic tale of a forest creature who 
shares the enduring power of hope.  The animated adventure 
follows the journey of a boy as he searches for the one thing that 
will enable him to win the affection of the girl of his dreams.  To 
find it, he must discover the story of the Lorax, the grumpy yet 
charming creature who fights to protect his world. 
 
The word “Unless” is etched in stone!  Why?…because 
UNLESS someone like YOU cares a whole awful lot, nothing 
is going to get better.  It's not.  
 

 

Prairie Dogs in the News 
Editor’s note:  The following are excerpts from articles that appear on 
the internet.  To read the full articles, go to the URLs listed. 
 
Fredr ick  Readies  To Push Out  Pra i r ie  Dogs 

  
A prairie dog in a colony at Colo. Highway 52 and Colorado 
Boulevard could meet its fate soon, once exterminators handle the job 
Frederick has hired them to do. (LEWIS GEYER)  

 
Frederick, CO plans to kill off its two largest prairie dog 
colonies starting March 5, at a cost of up to $20,000. And 
before then -- the date hasn't yet been set -- town officials 
will meet with the neighbors of the to-be-treated land, to 
see if they also want to hire the same exterminator at the 
same rates -- $2.60 per burrow in most areas, or $7.50 each 
for burrows near a home or building, where the company 
can't use aluminum phosphate.  

 
Public works director Tony Huerta said the town tried to 
get rid of the animals itself last year. The effort failed, which 
is why this time Frederick's bringing in a private company, 
Rocky Mountain Wildlife Service.  
 
http://tinyurl.com/6wk85y6 
 
Doggone:   Pra i r ie  Dogs Face  A New And 
Deadly  Threat  

Prairie dogs have been eliminated from more than 95 
percent of their grassland habitat. And now they, and the 
vast and complicated ecosystems they sustain, face a new 
and deadly threat.  

http://tinyurl.com/734ocee    
 
How Would  a  Pra i r ie  Dog Descr ibe  You? 
Thin?  Short?  Just  Ask One  
 
Computers able to detect and analyze micro-vibrations and 
tones that are out of reach to the human ear are beginning 
to reveal remarkably sophisticated “languages” � in a range of 
animals, including the scrappy little American Prairie Dog. 
 
 http://tinyurl.com/86bglf7                       Continued on Page 14 
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South Dakota  Ranchers  Seek State  Act ion 
on Prair ie  Dogs 

 
After losing a court battle, ranchers from southwestern 
South Dakota are asking the Legislature for help in 
dealing with prairie dogs that leave public land and invade 
their ranches. 
 
Charles Kruse of Interior said the damage from prairie 
dogs has decreased in recent years because many of them 
died from plague, but ranchers want to change state law 
to make sure the state is required to help control prairie 
dogs or give financial help to ranchers hurt by invading 
critters.   http://tinyurl.com/7p9dg53   
 
 

In Memorium 
 

Flower 

 
On February 6, 2012, our very beloved Flower passed 
away.  Flower was a black-tailed prairie dog, who had 
been attacked by a hawk when she was about 12 weeks 
old.  PDP tried valiantly for a year to save her right 
forelimb.  Unfortunately, it was determined that the limb 
could not be saved, and it was amputated.  She adapted 
well to life on three legs, and she spent many a happy day 
playing with her family, two other black-tailed prairie 
dogs, a Gunnison prairie dog, a squirrel, and a rabbit.  She 
liked human attention too, but was wary of being touched 
because of the constant medical care.  
 
In 2011, Flower and a black-tail named Katie went to live 
with Jim T.  He doted on his two new charges, but 
Flower, as always, was not fond of being held.  She 
eventually learned to cuddle with Jim.  A few weeks later, 
Jim took Flower to the vet because she seemed lethargic.  
She had gained and lost some weight during the previous 
year, but the vet said she was at a good weight during her 
checkup, and he didn’t see any obvious sign of illness.   
 
On the way home from the vet, Flower passed away.  She 
was approximately four and a half years old.  She received 
lots of love throughout her life and got special cuddling 
once she allowed it those last few weeks.  

Flower will be sorely missed by all who knew her. 
 

 
Flower snuggles at last.  

Thirsty 
By James E. Trever 
 
On March 20, I took in a geriatric female prairie dog to 
provide her with end of life care.  I called her Thirsty.  She 
presented with advanced dehydration, loss of mobility, and 
visible blood in her urine.  Her scat consisted of small 
black crystals.  She had no "meat" on her rump, and her 
femurs appeared fused to her pelvis.  She could only rotate 
slightly on her side, but not sufficiently enough to get away 
from her poop and urine.   
 
I gave her ample fluids and Critical Care formula with 
Pedialyte to balance her electrolytes.  She responded well 
and was completely rehydrated in a few days.  Blood was 
no longer visible in her urine, and she was eating on her 
own.  Unfortunately, she never regained full mobility; she 
was able to sit up, but still unable to walk or crawl.  On 
March 27, 2012, the vet recommended that Thirsty be 
euthanized.  Her final days were filled with loving and 
compassionate care, and she is now in a better place.  

Alexandra 
By Frances Gauthier 
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Future Plans 
Upcoming Events 
 
We have started maintaining a calendar of upcoming 
events on www.prairiedogpals.org/news.  If you want to 
volunteer, or if you know of an event of interest, please 
let us know by sending an email to: 
prairiedogpals@comcast.net. 
  
Here are the upcoming events listed on our calendar: 
 
June   Relocate 165 prairie dogs 
June 29 (Plus/Minus) Summer Rescue for 2012 

Begins 
July 19 Presentation at Los Lunas 

Library 
August  Presentation at Cabezon 

Kamp Rio 
August 25/26 Bear Fair 
September 15 
(Plus/Minus) 

Relocation season for 2012 
ends. 

November Weems Artfest 
 
 

Summer Plans 
 
C Rex is going to find a cozy beach cabana and...who is 
he kidding?…C Rex’s job is never done.  As usual, we 
have a busy summer ahead of us.  We have yet to receive 
a bid request from the city, but we are never lacking for 
sites.  We’ll be working with DOT to thin sites along I-
40 and Tramway Blvd.  We will be doing some private 
rescues in Bosque Farms and Belen and at the Tanoan 
Golf Course.  We’ll also be working with NM Game and 
Fish in Bernardo and Los Lunas.  
 
With funding in absentia, we are going all-volunteer.  
Help is likely needed in all areas, including outreach and 
stewardship.  For capture, we generally work five days 
per week from about 8:00 AM to 4:00 PM.  Help with 
staging and release is also needed.  If you are interested 
in helping in any capacity, email us at 
prairiedogpals@comcast.net.  
 

Ultimate Plan 
 
…to win the lottery!  Oh how we could use it!  Want to 
know how?  We’d get 10,000 acres of prime grassland 
and a manager and have a home for all the unwanted 
prairie dogs for years to come.  That’s our dream!  

 
There’s a prairie dog colony that I pass nearly every morning.  
When I passed that way one spring morning in 2009, I saw a 
prairie dog lying in the gutter.  I stopped to investigate and 
was horrified to find the dead body of a lactating female; thus 
it was that I ended up raising four orphan pups.  The first 
couple of weeks, I fed them every two hours around the clock.  
It took several syringes of Esbilac (puppy milk replacement) to 
satisfy each pup during a feeding.  One of the little pups was 
very impatient and would bite my fingers with her tiny teeth 
while I was trying to refill the syringe.  This was Alexandra, 
spunky even from the start. 
It wasn’t long before someone brought me another pup, 
bringing my brood to five.  I cared for the pups through that 
summer; all was well until the first four started having seizures.  
One died, and another, a boy named Aaron, became 
incapacitated to the point that he could neither see nor walk.  I 
was able to calm the pups’ seizures by administering liquid 
calcium/magnesium, but Aaron was left with weakness in his 
back legs that would preclude his release.  The other two pups 
were released to the wild later that summer, but Alexandra 
stayed behind with Aaron.   
 
This being my first time fostering prairie dogs, I had a lot to 
learn!  But the hardest lesson I learned was how important it is 
to protect them from falls, which can be very hard with a 
prairie dog as boisterous and independent as Alexandra.  If a 
prairie dog takes a serious fall, it can injure its incisor teeth.  
This starts an insidious process called odontoma--instead of 
the teeth growing outward, the dental material builds up in 
their sinuses like a tumor.  It can take a year before they show 
any signs of respiratory distress, but because prairie dogs 
breathe through their sinuses, this obstruction will eventually 
kill them.  There is no cure for odontoma, only prevention! 
 
Alexandra’s bottom teeth continued to grow unopposed and 
had to be trimmed regularly.  Yvonne B helped me do this, but 
the teeth seemed to grow faster and need trimming more and 
more often.  Trimming Alexandra’s teeth was traumatic for all 
involved.  Eventually, I decided to have her bottom incisors 
removed--a decision I wish I had made sooner.  Alexandra’s 
odontoma had progressed to the point that she was too 
compromised to survive the surgery.   
 
She had lost weight, but Alexandra was still full of spunk and 
vinegar to her last day.  She never lost that mischievous light 
in her eyes, and she was still surprisingly quick.  She’d give me 
that look right before she’d dart out of the cage into my lap, 
run up my chest, and hook a left into my bathrobe.  I’d go lay 
down with her for a little mommy time.  She’d bark if I 
stopped petting her before she was ready.  I miss her dearly.  
 
“We have met the enemy, and he is us.” 
 
Pogo 
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Are you  a supporter of 
Prairie Dog Pals? 
Here’s how you can help: 
 
Volunteer to be a steward, outreach spokesperson, 
relocator, or other prairie dog pal! 
Use your administrative skills to help us with our web site, 
PR, outreach, and more! 
Make a donation to support our work! 
 
We also accept additional donations of food and other 
needed supplies.   
 
I would like to support Prairie Dog Pals.  Enclosed is my 
check for $ ______ 
I would like to volunteer to help Prairie Dog Pals. Please 
contact me at the following:  
Name        

Phone        

Address       

City, State, Zip      

E-mail       

Send your tax deductible contribution to: Prairie Dog Pals, 
PO Box 14235, Albuquerque, NM 87191 


