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Editor’s Note:  For all intents and purposes, this is our Spring Newsletter, 
in that it’s about our spring season.  Sorry it’s so late.  We have been 
spread thin this year with the loss of key personnel. 

Prairie Dog Pals Updates 
Yips! 
 
Yips to compassionate Albuquerque residents who collaborate 
with PDP to humanely relocate prairie dogs who they find 
stranded in their yards.  
 
Yips to Margaret D, our board member in charge of singleton 
rescue.  She rescues prairie dogs, and squirrels too, in some of 
the toughest situations. 
 
Yips to this year’s Sevilleta interns, the indefatigable Nathan T 
and Faith C, for their outstanding support processing prairie 
dogs and conducting the releases on the refuge.  Yips also to US 
Fish and Wildlife research fellow Ariel E for her help with 
processing and to Jon E who keeps it all running smoothly. 

 
NIPS! 
 
Nips, as always, to Kirtland AFB and the Albuquerque 
International Sunport for their mass poisonings of prairie dogs. 

Nips to cretins who sponsor and participate in killing contests. 
 

Annual Meeting 
 
The annual board and general membership meetings were 
conducted on PRAIRIE DOG DAY, February 2, 2014.  
WOO HOO! 
 
We had a good turnout for the general meeting and lots of 
interesting topics to discuss and projects to plan.  The 
minutes have been issued and are posted on our website at:  
http://prairiedogpals.org/?s=meeting 
 
Highlights of the meetings follow: 
 
Treasurer’s Report:  While we helped close to 600 prairie 
dogs (and a number of other critters) in 2013, it was not 
one of our better years in terms of our budget---we had a 
net operating loss of $10,183.  Factors that contributed to 
the shortfall included increased operating costs, a decrease 
in donations, fewer contracts, and an increase in pro bono 
work in Albuquerque and surrounding communities.  We 
also had to replace the tires and perform additional 
maintenance on our two aging vehicles, Cynomys and New 
Blue. 
 
Running deficits in two of the last three years has put our 
treasury in a precarious state.  We would be in dire straits 
were it not for our contract work this spring for New 
Mexico Game and Fish and a very generous gift from one 
of our non-resident supporters.  The board discussed our 
budget woes at length and decided that we would need to 
economize where possible and seek a wider range of 
financial support, be it donations, sales, or contract work. 
 
While we will continue to save every prairie dog in danger, 
we must limit the amount of free work that we perform.  
Accordingly, we will cut back on work performed on 
Department of Transportation areas, which has traditionally 
been done at our expense, and limit our out of town work 
to paying clients.  This may sound a bit mercenary, but 
consider that when flushing we provide water, soap, fuel, 
and labor and often receive no help from property owners 
and a donation far below our costs.  Yes, we are a charity, 
but we too have expenses to meet. 
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Outreach:  In 2013, our tabling events and Jim T’s 
numerous presentations of the "Prairie Dogs in Peril " 
lecture reached a combined audience of approximately 960 
individuals. 
 
Interface:  PDP tabled at a number of events during 2013, 
including the Xeriscape Expo, FETCH-apalooza, La 
Montanita Co-op’s Earth Fest, and the Weems International 
Artfest.  We, “the royal we,” will be doing much the same 
during 2014!  Can you help?  You bet!  If you are interested 
in helping out, see the “Future Plans” section for upcoming 
events. 
 
Operations:  During 2013 PDP rescued and relocated 596 
prairie dogs, including 34 that were threatened with 
poisoning at a property in Santa Fe.  Ray W had heard a 
news story about the imminent poisoning and intervened to 
save the prairie dogs.  It is this kind of initiative that we 
depend on to protect our urban prairie dogs.  Last year we 
also relocated 16 squirrels, 3 rats, 4 mice, 1 baby bunny, and 
1 raccoon (that last one almost got a couple of us arrested). 
 
With the help of the Humane Society of the US and the 
Prairie Dog Coalition, we were able to reduce our micro-
chipping costs to a little over $4/prairie dog.  Still, for the 
number of prairie dogs we release, the costs add up to a 
sizeable amount. 
 
2014 Fundraising Opportunities:  The board discussed old 
and new ideas for fundraising.  We will continue to hold our 
annual garage sale.  The board encouraged members to 
participate in community rewards programs when shopping 
at local supermarkets.  We raised about $400 in 2013 through 
the Albertson’s Community Partners and have signed up 
with Smith’s Community Rewards. 
 
In hopes of boosting revenue, PDP has signed up with a 
couple of charitable rebate programs, Amazon Smile and 
iGive, that generate donations for non-profit organizations 
when their members shop online.  (You’ll find an 
explanation of these programs in the “Panhandling for 
Prairie Dogs” section of this newsletter.)  Please consider 
using Amazon Smile and/or iGive when you shop online.  It 
takes a village, and donations have never been more needed. 
 
Membership/Staffing:  Volunteers are always needed, but 
the best ones are those who can commit to a specific task or 
a specific time during the season.  Please look at your 
schedule and see where you might be able to join our efforts.  
Some of the most important needs are sustaining the urban 
colonies, clerical/office work, website/Facebook updates, 
tabling/outreach, and rescue…and we can always use a hand 
in the staging facility. 
 
Board Election:  The board was re-elected during the 
annual board meeting.  Members and positions are listed as 
follows: 
 
 

Yvonne Boudreaux:  President 
Ray Watt:  Treasurer 
Ed Urbanski:  Secretary 
Margaret Dowling:  Rescue 
Graziella Singleton:  Stewardship Coordination 
Sharyn Davidson:  Artistic License 
Clifford Jake:  Board Member At Large 
 
An Angel From Our Past 
 
In the middle of March, we received a charming card from 
an old friend, Erika S.  She had been a volunteer, advisor, 
and advocate for PDP at a critical time in our history.  
Newly installed officers were working to reinvigorate the 
organization, and Erika was always there to lend support.  
As Yvonne B opened the card, she thought how nice it 
was to receive a card out of the blue from one of our early 
volunteers.  But what was inside shook her to the core and 
ended all reasonable attempts to concentrate on any 
mundane tasks for the rest of the day. 
 
Inside the card was a check made out to Prairie Dog 
Pals—a donation like no other.  In the entire history of 
PDP, we have NEVER received such a GENEROUS gift.  
What makes Erika’s gift even more precious to us is 
knowing that she could have bestowed it on any one of 
hundreds of deserving animal advocacy groups.  With her 
background in wildlife biology, she is well aware of the 
threats to species around the globe and the many 
organizations working to save them.  That she chose to 
confer this donation on us implies a high level of trust in 
our abilities and commitment to our mission of saving 
prairie dogs.  We are grateful beyond words.  The board 
members and our core volunteers will consider carefully 
how to best use this marvelous bequest for the sake of our 
cherished prairie dogs. 
 
Outreach Events 
 
This spring, as always, Jim T was busy regaling folks with 
the wonders of prairie dogs and the dangers that confront 
them.  Despite dealing with serious health issues, he made 
time to give presentations at all of the venues below.  On 
most of these outings, Jim’s two foster black-tailed prairie 
dogs, Snuggles and Hummer, tagged along as his trusty 
sidekicks and ambassadors for their species.  They are 
always a delight for the crowd. 
 
Jan 24: Ace Leadership High School class, 22 students & 
teachers 
Mar 5: Meadowlark Senior Center, 18 senior citizens 
Apr 4: S. Y. Jackson Elementary School, tabled for 
school’s family night 
Apr 8: Van Buren Middle School class, 7 students 
Apr 30: International School of Mesa Del Sol, 6th & 8th 
grade classes, 80 students and teachers 
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manner of wildlife, but specifically migrating birds.  The 
concept is similar to that of the Bosque Del Apache.  The 
prairie dogs that live in the area are attracted to the growing 
fields, especially when the crops are young and tender and 
short enough to not adversely affect their ability to spot 
predators. 
 
Over the last few years, PDP and staff and volunteers from the 
Sevilleta have removed several hundred prairie dogs from the 
area.  We received a contract from NMG&F to remove prairie 
dogs from the waterfowl complex this spring.  Paul E and 
Annabeth F agreed to take on the project.  Paul had recently 
remodeled a vintage trailer, so he and Annabeth were able to 
pull up stakes in Albuquerque and move to the Sevilleta, where 
they could commune with the prairie dogs, so to speak. 
 
Before trapping, Paul and Annabeth took a couple of days to 
accustom the prairie dogs to the presence of traps.  They did 
this by placing a trap that was locked open and baited with 
sweet feed and peanut/honey balls next to each active burrow.  
In effect, the prairie dogs got used to free food being provided 
via the open traps.  Our dynamic duo then spent the next two 
and a half weeks trapping in the traditional sense.  They caught 
62 prairie dogs.  Based on their catches, they surmised that the 
male prairie dogs emerged from hibernation before the 
females.  It was especially important to catch the females to 
prevent re-population of the fields in a couple of months by a 
new generation of pups. 
 
Following trapping, Paul and Annabeth moved on to the 
second phase of the project—flushing.  They flushed each 
open burrow on the complex at least twice.  After the second 
pass, they backfilled the burrows and re-flushed any burrows 
that were re-opened.  Over a week of flushing, they managed 
to capture an additional 22 prairie dogs. 
 
Paul and Annabeth captured a total of 84 prairie dogs.  
Everything in PDP is a team effort.  Ray W followed up at the 
waterfowl complex in June and captured another 66 prairie 
dogs, bringing the total catch to 150.  US Fish and Wildlife 
personnel staged and processed the prairie dogs and released 
them on the Sevilleta National Wildlife Refuge, where they can 
graze in their natural habitat. 
 

 
Paul E flushing a prairie dog at the Ladd S Gordon Waterfowl Complex 
 

 
Our first tabling event was the One School, One Book 
Family Night at S.Y. Jackson Elementary School.  All the 
children had read the book, Summer According to Humphrey by 
Betty Birney.  It’s about the adventures of a classroom pet 
hamster that goes to summer camp with the kids.  To add to 
the fun, PDP’s own Tania SW organized a family night and 
invited several rodent rescue organizations.  Jim T and his 
foster prairie dogs, Snuggles and Hummer, were there to 
educate the children and their parents about prairie dogs. 
 
On April 27 we represented prairie dogs at the Earth Day 
celebration at La Montanita Co-op.  Thanks to Annabeth F 
and Paul E for organizing the event and tabling along with 
CJ M and Margaret D.  Brenda M had also volunteered to 
work, but the event had to be cut short due to high winds. 
 
In recent years, thanks to the efforts of Becky D, we’ve 
manned an information table at the annual FETCH-apalooza 
pet adoption event at the Journal Pavilion.  No longer 
sponsored by the Albuquerque Journal, this year the event 
was renamed Fetch and Releash and was held at Balloon 
Fiesta Park on May 31.  Again, thanks to Becky, PDP was 
represented.  She manned the table the entire weekend with 
help from Frances G, Jim T, Tina B, Peggy M, Margaret D, 
and Bobbie C. 
 
As you can see, it takes a lot of volunteers to cover a 
weekend event, considering that we need two people per 
shift to man the table.  Please consider taking a shift at future 
tabling events.  You get to talk to lots of people about one of 
our favorite subjects—prairie dogs.  It’s particularly fun 
when you’re joined by one of our spokesrodents.  Email 
prairiedogpals@comcast.net if you would be interested in 
helping table at future events. 
 
Bernardo Project 
 
New Mexico Game and Fish maintains a number of wildlife 
conservation areas throughout the state.  One such area is 
the Ladd S. Gordon Waterfowl Complex near Bernardo.  
Nestled on flat land next to the Rio Grande, it consists of a 
wetland area and several fields, where a wide range of crops 
are grown.  Some of the crops, such as alfalfa, are grown to 
offset operating expenses; others are planted to attract all  
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Spring Trapping Around Town 
 
Here in Albuquerque, our spring season started, as it often 
does, with a call from a homeowner imploring us to come 
capture a wayward prairie dog that had taken up residence in 
their yard.  The first call came in March 3, from a woman 
who lived on Anderson SE.  She said there was a prairie dog 
hiding behind a flower pot in front of her house.  Anderson 
is near the intersection of Girard and Gibson, so no doubt 
this prairie dog was a refugee from the extensive population 
on Kirtland AFB.  Margaret D, our singleton rescue expert, 
was dispatched to the scene and captured the adult male 
prairie dog in short order. 
 
A week later, as Margaret was on her way to a Lobo 
basketball game, she made a sudden course change to rescue 
another singleton prairie dog.  A couple had tried to trap a 
prairie dog that had wandered into their yard, but the poor, 
frightened creature had squeezed into the wheel of their car.  
Upon arrival, Margaret slid under the car to get a better look.  
She could see the prairie dog wedged between the wheel and 
the break pad; there was no way she would be able to get 
him out.  The homeowner, graciously offered to jack up his 
car and remove the wheel.  As he did, Margaret cast her net 
over the prairie dog, but it scooted underneath the edge of 
the net and bolted into a neighboring yard.  Now there were 
two fences between Margaret and her quarry.  She boosted 
herself up on the nearby split rail fence and used it to vault 
over the adjacent chain link fence.  This time she was able to 
snag the prairie dog with her net.  It was an adult male, 
whom Margaret appropriately dubbed “Michelin.” 
 
As it turns out, all the prairie dogs we caught in Albuquerque 
this spring were male.  Graziella S trapped 12 prairie dogs at 
the Walgreens at Indian School and Tramway—all male.  
And we retrieved another male from a homeowner in the 
Cloudview neighborhood who had captured the prairie dog 
from his yard. 
 
Empowerment and the Story of Bosque Boy 
 
On March 26 we received a call from a panicked woman in 
Bosque Farms.  Yolanda G said that she had found in her 
yard a large prairie dog that appeared to be injured, possibly 
from a dog attack.  Yolanda pleaded with Yvonne B to send 
someone to rescue the frightened animal.  While we 
sympathize with the plight of each and every prairie dog, 
extending our sphere of operations for singleton rescue 
beyond Albuquerque would put a strain on our limited 
resources and volunteer pool.  Bosque Farms has its own 
group of dedicated volunteers with whom we have worked 
on relocation projects.  Yvonne replied that she would 
contact the Bosque Farms group to see who might be 
available to rescue the prairie dog.  In the mean time, was 
there any way that Yolanda might be able to capture it?  She 
was a professed animal lover, but the thought of trying to 
capture a frightened, injured, wild animal seemed all too 
daunting.  She also had no heavy gloves with which to 
handle it or a kennel in which to place it. 
 
 
 
 
  

 
It was important that the prairie dog be captured before 
nightfall.  Away from his burrow in such a vulnerable state, 
he would be easy prey for any night time predators.  Yvonne 
alternated between calls to Yolanda and calls to potential 
rescuers.  As hope of finding help dwindled, Yvonne 
provided tips and encouragement to Yolanda and her 
husband, who had joined the effort to save the hapless 
prairie dog.  Over the course of their conversations, Yvonne 
could sense a growing confidence in their voices.  Using 
what they had on hand, a large construction bucket, a metal 
grate, most of a cinder block, and a great deal of 
determination, the couple managed to capture the prairie 
dog.   
 
Yolanda and her husband agreed to meet Yvonne and 
Margaret D at a gas station halfway between Bosque Farms 
and Albuquerque.  By the time the four met, darkness was 
falling.  They couldn’t risk transferring the prairie dog out in 
the open; if they botched the hand off, the injured prairie 
dog would disappear into the darkening prairie, and all their 
efforts would be for naught.  So Yvonne climbed into the 
back of Yolanda’s little car with a kennel and closed the 
hatchback behind her.  It was dark and there was very little 
room to maneuver, but she somehow managed, without 
gloves no less, to transfer the distressed animal from the 
bucket to the kennel. 
 

 
 
Back at the staging facility, Yvonne and Margaret were finally 
able to examine the prairie dog.  It was a large, older male, 
and he had puncture wounds to his head and flank and injury 
to one eye.  They called him Bosque Boy.  Over the weeks 
that followed, his wounds healed, he regained his strength, 
his fur grew sleek, and his body tone improved; but there 
was still the question of whether or not he could see with the 
damaged eye.  An evaluation determined that he was able to 
distinguish some movement and light from that side.  
Considering that he was an older fellow, it seemed the kinder 
course of action would be to give him back his freedom and 
the life to which he was accustomed. 
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Bosque Boy was released at the Sevilleta with the last group of 
prairie dogs captured in the spring.  For their part, Yolanda and 
her husband had been empowered by their experience; animal 
advocates had become animal rescuers. 
 
A Milestone Reached at Hayes 
 
If you are a regular reader of our newsletter, you know of our 
Sisyphean struggle to remove the prairie dogs from the soccer field 
at Hayes Middle School.  But you may not know how this 
particular colony figures so heavily into PDP’s history and, indeed, 
how it was the impetus for the organization we have become.  
Let’s take a little stroll down memory lane… 
 
PDP was formed in the late 80s, when a group of inspired folks 
came together to help Albuquerque’s prairie dogs by providing 
supplemental feeding and performing relocations.  In 1992 Liz G 
formalized the group by securing its status as a 501c(3) not-for-
profit charity.  The organization continued at a low level of 
operations during the 90s.  In 2004 the city conducted a botched 
poisoning at Hayes Middle School.  The public outcry following 
this incident was so great that the mayor turned to PDP for help.  
Some colonies could stand as iconic symbols of the city’s history, 
but colonies on school yards where children played were 
considered unacceptable.  The mayor agreed to stop poisoning if 
PDP would assist in clearing areas where prairie dog colonies 
presented a safety hazard.  This event required that PDP evolve to 
meet the challenge.  We partnered with a number of wildlife rescue 
groups and formed task forces to develop protocols, assess 
resource requirements, and purchase needed equipment.  This was 
the year that PDP kicked into high gear. 
 
Clearing a site can take several years, as the dwindling population 
becomes increasingly wary and learns how to avoid capture.  The 
Hayes site proved particularly challenging.  Contracts from the city 
were issued sporadically and usually late in the season, allowing the 
prairie dog population to rebound from year to year---it was truly 
disheartening!  This past year, with a renewed sense of 
determination, C Rex conducted an intense program of flushing in 
the spring and summer.  By the end of the season, the prairie dog 
count was down to single digits.  In a last ditch effort over the 
Labor Day weekend, he caught the last two prairie dogs on site---
or so he hoped.  This spring there appeared to be only one open 
burrow.  As summer arrived and pups began to emerge at other 
colonies, we revisited the field and found no prairie dogs in 
residence.  It took ten years, but we can finally claim victory at 
Hayes Middle School. 
 
We seldom get to celebrate our victories for long, as new 
challenges are constantly looming.  In the past few years, we spent 
a considerable amount of time clearing a field at Chelwood 
Elementary, a school near the intersection of Constitution and 
Indian School.  We seem to have been doomed by success, as the 
school administrators gave no thought to maintenance.  We have 
written these folks annually about capturing prairie dogs, but 
nothing beats a bureaucracy for putting off a problem until it 
becomes a crisis.  In the final days of the 2013 season, we received 
an impassioned call for help.  The lush green grass on their field 
had enticed prairie dogs from adjacent sites, and with plenty of 
fodder, the population was re-established in no time.   

When we visited this spring, we counted close to 60 active 
burrows and a thriving population of 40-50 prairie dogs.  
Alas, Chelwood is the new Hayes! 
 
Hope for Return of Prairie Dogs to GuMo 
 
In far West Texas, southwest of Carlsbad, NM, lies 
Guadalupe Mountains (GuMo) National Park, the world’s 
premier example of a fossil reef from the Permian Era.  In 
more recent times it was home to a subspecies of black-tailed 
prairie dogs (Cynomys ludovicianus arizonensis).  Back when 
the land was used for ranching, prairie dogs were 
exterminated from the environs.  In 1972 the land was 
declared a national park.  Several years ago PDP and Steve 
W, who was with the New Mexico Wilderness Alliance at the 
time, made a proposal to reintroduce prairie dogs to GuMo.  
The director of the park at that time, while interested, made 
little effort to follow through on the proposal, and a 
changing economic climate eventually focused priorities 
elsewhere. 
 
Dr. Paul P was the biologist who had participated in 
developing the relocation logistics for the original proposal, 
and he has conducted subsequent research on the species.  
Paul recently expressed interest in resurrecting the proposal.  
This may be an opportune time to do so since the park is 
under new administration, but PDP does not currently have 
the resources to undertake the project.  Paul would like to 
spearhead this project and has proposed that he could fund it 
by seeking grant or contract money in the name of PDP.  At 
the annual meeting in February, the board approved this 
approach.  Some might say, “Why get involved at all?”  Quite 
simply:  Our raison d’etre is preservation of prairie dog species! 

 
“To those devoid of imagination 

a blank place on the map is a useless waste; 
to others, the most valuable part. 

 
Aldo Leopold 

 

The picture above was taken by Brenda M on an outing to the Valles 
Caldera.  Two fine specimens of Gunnisoni Ludivocinous are seen 
surveying their domain.  
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Panhandling for Prairie Dogs 
 

 
Brother, can you spare a dime? 
 
Support Prairie Dogs When You Shop 
 
There are now more ways than ever to support our fine furry 
friends.  Our organization could not have existed all these years 
without the gracious support of all you prairie dog pals out 
there.  Let’s face it, we all feel tapped out these days.  So how 
can we bring in more revenue without hitting up the same 
diehard supporters?  PDP has joined a number of programs 
that get businesses to donate to our cause when you shop with 
them.  Whether buying groceries locally or purchasing items 
online, there are now convenient ways for you to raise funds for 
PDP when you shop. 
 
Albertsons Community Partners 

 
Albertsons grocery stores support 501(c)3 organizations 
through their Community Partners program.  Email us at 
prairiedogpals@comcast.net to request an Albertsons 
Community Partners scan card; be sure to include your address 
so that we can mail the card to you.  When you shop at 
Albertsons, present the card to the cashier or scan it yourself if 
you use the self-checkout.  Albertsons will donate up to 5% of 
your grocery purchases (amount depends on item categories) to 
PDP.  In 2013 members shopping with their Albertsons 
Community Partners cards raised about $400 to support prairie 
dogs. 
 
Smith’s Community Rewards 

 
 
If you shop at Smith’s grocery stores, you can help PDP by 
participating in their Community Rewards program.   
 
 

There is no cost to enroll, and enrollment will not affect your 
fuel points or coupon discounts.  To sign up for this 
program: 
1) go to the Smith’s website 

(https://www.smithsfoodanddrug.com/topic/comm
unity-rewards-3) 

2) create an account 
3) sign in 
4) enroll in the Community Rewards program using the 

organization code 65195 
 

Then use your Community Rewards card each time you shop 
at Smith’s, and PDP will receive a small percentage based on 
your grocery bill. 
 
Amazon Smile 
 
You can even benefit PDP when you shop online.  Do you 
shop at Amazon.com?  If you use their companion site, 
smile.amazon.com, instead, Amazon will donate a portion of 
the purchase price to your favorite charity (PDP of course) at 
no cost to you.  On smile.amazon.com, you’ll find the exact 
same prices, vast selection, and convenient shopping 
experience that you do on amazon.com.  You use the same 
account on amazon.com and smile.amazon.com.  Your 
shopping cart, wish list, wedding or baby registry, and other 
account settings are also the same. 
 
On your first visit to smile.amazon.com, select “Prairie Dog 
Pals” as your charitable organization before you begin 
shopping.  From then on, the AmazonSmile Foundation will 
donate 0.5% of the purchase price of each eligible item to 
PDP.  Tens of millions of products on AmazonSmile are 
eligible for donations.  You will see eligible products marked 
“Eligible for AmazonSmile donation” on their product detail 
pages.   
  

 
 
iGive 
 
iGive is a program that allows you to generate donations by 
shopping with any one of over 1400 online vendors.  
Register at iGive.com and choose “Prairie Dog Pals” as your 
cause.  Then whenever you want to shop at an iGive store, 
link to it from iGive’s website or weekly email newsletter; a 
percentage (amount varies by store) of what you spend will 
be donated to PDP.  It all happens in the background  
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through the use of internet cookies; iGive assigns a cookie to 
your browser to let the store know you are an iGive member, 
and the store reports back with the donation amount. 
 
The most convenient way to use iGive is to install the optional 
iGive Button, a simple web browser app that’s easy to install and 
uninstall.  After downloading the iGive Button, you’ll see it on 
your browser (the icon looks like a seed). 
 

 
 
If you use Google, Bing, or Yahoo to find stores and bargains, 
the button highlights iGive stores.  Whenever you visit the 
website of an iGive store, you’ll automatically be linked through 
iGive.  You’ll know this because you’ll see the “iGive On” 
Button in the lower right corner of the window. 
 

 
 
Click on this button for available live feed of coupons and to 
review any exceptions.  Click on the “seed icon” for helpful 
iGive site shortcuts. 
 
PDP only receives a donation from your purchase if you used an 
iGive link to access the store’s website and if you are an active 
iGive member.  To be an active member, you have to a) receive 
the weekly e-mail newsletter, b) visit the iGive.com home page 
at least twice a month (in two different weeks), or c) have made 
a purchase from an iGive merchant in the last 60 days.  iGive 
maintains direct feeds from the stores to provide you with all the 
latest offers and savings.  Use only iGive Deals & Coupons, 
because using a non-iGive coupon will void the cause donation.  
Also, since the stores and iGive use cookies to track donations, 
you won’t be able to take advantage of this program if you use 
the “Do not track” function built into your browser or employ 
cookie blocking software. 
 
One more thing worth mentioning: Amazon.com is an iGive 
store, but it’s a special case for two reasons.  First, when you use 
iGive to shop at Amazon, you’ll automatically be directed to 
smile.Amazon.com.  The result is a higher donation; PDP will 
receive the donation from Amazon Smile as well as from iGive.  
Another difference from other stores is how you access Amazon 
if you have the iGive Button installed.  Amazon.com does not 
allow the “iGive On” Button on its page, so there is a special 
Amazon.com link in the drop-down menu of the iGive Button 
(seed icon at the top of your browser). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PDP Now Takes Credit Cards 
 
We certainly still appreciate directs donations, and we have 
made that easier too.  PDP can now accept Visa, Mastercard, 
Discover, and Diner’s Club for direct donations and 
merchandise purchases.  You can also use your credit card to 
give via third party links on our website and Facebook page.  
(If you use the Donate button on our Facebook page, 
Facebook will keep 5%.)  The Pay Pal link on our website 
works with either a credit card or Pay Pal account. 
 
Network For Good 
 

 
 
Our website also now features a link to Network For Good, 
the leading online giving platform.  Network For Good is 
accredited by the Better Business Bureau Wise Giving 
Alliance and meets all 20 of its standards for charity 
accountability.  The minimum donation through this site is 
$10.  It can be a one-time or recurring donation.  You have 
the option to share your full contact information, just your 
name and email address, or no information at all (an 
anonymous donation).  The site also allows you to send an 
eCard when making a donation on behalf of or in memory of 
another person. 
 
Vehicle Donations 
 
Got an old klunker of a car you’re trying to get rid of?  You 
can now donate your car (or boat or plane) through the 
organization Car Program.  You can find the vehicle 
donation form and instructions on our website 
(http://prairiedogpals.org/support-pdp/).  Simply fill out 
the form and fax or email it to Car Program.  They will 
contact you within four business days to let you know if they 
can accept the donation.  If so, a towing agency will call you 
to schedule a pick-up.  When they arrive, you’ll hand over 
the vehicle, keys, and title; the tow truck driver will give you 
a receipt.  Car Program will sell the vehicle at auction or 
directly to a salvage yard and remit the charity proceeds to 
PDP. 
 
 

“We make a living by what we get, 
but we make a life by what we give.” 

 
Sir Winston Churchill 

 
 

“Never believe that a few caring people can’t change the world. 
For, indeed, that’s all who ever have.” 

 
Margaret Mead 
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“We cannot all do great things, but we can do small things with great love.” 
 
Mother Theresa 

2014 Raffle 
 
PDP is raffling off a beautiful quilted wall hanging that was 
hand crafted by Inara K.  It measures approximately 34” x 
34”.  Tickets are $2 each or 3/$5.00.  The drawing date has 
not yet been set, but you need not be present to win.   
 
To buy tickets, mail the following information and a check 
to Prairie Dog Pals, P.O. Box 14235, Albuquerque, NM 
87191. 
 
Name: __________________________________ 
Street: __________________________________ 
City: ____________________________________ 
State: ____________ Zip Code: _______________ 
Zip: _____________________________________ 
Telephone #: ______________________________ 
Email Address: _____________________________ 
Number of Tickets: __________________________ 

What Your Donation Does 
 
$1 Feeds a prairie dog family in our staging facility for 
a day 
$4 Purchases a microchip to tag a prairie dog 
$5 Buys 10 pounds of carrots for use in our staging 
facility, at urban sites, and the relocation site 
$7 Provides food (carrots, sunflower seed, and mixed 

grains) for a prairie dog family for a week in our 
staging facility 

$14 Purchases a bale of timothy hay, used for bedding 
and feed at the staging facility, urban colonies, and 
the relocation site 

$16 Purchases a bag of mixed grain, used for feed at 
the staging facility, urban colonies, and for 
relocations 

$25 Buys a nursery pot, hardware cloth, corrugated 
tubing, and straw for creating nesting boxes for the 
artificial burrows 

$30 Purchases a bag of black oil sunflower seeds 
$35 Purchases a humane trap 
$40 Purchases a kennel for transporting prairie dogs 
$45 Will rescue, stage, and relocate 1 prairie dog 
$70 Creates one artificial burrow (including materials) 
$75 Buys a livestock tank used for staging prairie dogs 
$80 Covers the cost of the water meter for a month 
$85 Buys automobile or liability insurance for one 
month 
$100 Covers the printing cost for one of our outreach 
handouts 
$140 Buys a tank of gas for our operations vehicle 
$200 Purchases a tire for our operations vehicle 
$1,000 Will rescue, stage, and relocate 25 prairie dogs 
threatened by human conflict or habitat loss 
$10 a month will sustain a small colony for the year 
$25 a month will sustain a large colony for the year  
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 Prairie Dogs in the News 
 
Report From The Burrow 
 
WildEarth Guardians issues an annual report called “Report from 
the Burrow.”  It grades state and federal agencies on prairie dog 
conservation.  How did New Mexico do?  It received a D!  You 
can access the entire report on the news page of the WEG 
website.  You can also learn more about their conservation work 
by visiting their “Protecting the Prairie Dog Empire” campaign 
page at:  http://www.wildearthguardians.org/site/PageServer 
 
A Note from C Rex 
 
 Last year, I got a call from the curator of the Living Desert Zoo 
asking if we would be interested in some prime real estate for a 
limited number of prairie dogs.  Our local Gunnison’s prairie 
dogs do not make the best zoo exhibit since they hibernate for a 
good part of the year.  But we had an instant win-win 
proposition--take some of the threatened black-tailed prairie dogs 
from Clovis.  Try as we might, we could not induce the mayor or 
city managers of Clovis to grant a stay of execution to even 24 
prairie dogs and allow them to be relocated to Carlsbad.  These 
people are just plain mean!  The decision condemned the Clovis 
prairie dogs but proved a blessing for some prairie dogs from 
Lubbock, as you’ll see in two of the stories that follow. 
 
Drought Affecting Prairie Dog Population 

Loathed, protested and even poisoned — Clovis’ prairie dogs 
appear to be dwindling, but it may have more to do with Mother 
Nature than anything humankind has perpetrated.  Local 
environmentalist Susan Hubby — who protested the Clovis City 
Commission’s decision to poison the prairie dogs at Ned Houk 
Park last year — said that drought may be the reason behind what 
she perceives to be fewer prairie dogs in the area.  “Many did not 
make it this season from the drought,” she said, adding that 
recent rains may help prairie dogs’ plant food source to grow. City 
Manager Joe Thomas said prairie dog issues the city was having at 
Ned Houk Park “seem to have abated.  Read More:  
http://cnjonline.com/2014/06/14/drought-affecting-prairie-dog-
population/  

Guardians Will Challenge Denial of Protections for 
Gunnison’s Prairie Dogs 

WildEarth Guardians will challenge the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service’s refusal to protect the Gunnison’s prairie dog under the 
Endangered Species Act (ESA).  The Service recently denied the 
species protection despite a documented 95 percent decline since 
the early 1900s and numerous ongoing threats. 
“Failure to list the Gunnison’s prairie dog is contrary to the letter 
and the spirit of the Act,” said Taylor Jones, Endangered Species 
Advocate for WildEarth Guardians.  “The Service is tying itself in 
knots to avoid listing this keystone species, cherry picking science 
while ignoring the species’ precipitous decline.” Read more: 
http://wg.convio.net/site/News2?page=NewsArticle&id=9165&
autologin=true#.UsX1DvbFlDYhttp://  

Lubbock Prairie Dogs Relocated to Living Desert 
Zoo and Gardens State Park in New Mexico 
 

 
Two-dozen Lubbock prairie dogs are now living in the Land of 
Enchantment. 
 
The small ground-dwelling mammals have been relocated 
to Living Desert Zoo and Gardens State Park in Carlsbad, 
N.M. Read more:  http://lubbockonline.com/local-
news/2014-01-10/lubbock-prairie-dogs-relocated-living-
desert-zoo-and-gardens-state-park-new#.U-fvaUg985t 
 
States Test a New Prairie Dog Plague Vaccine 
 
Dressed in long pants, long-sleeve shirts and closed-toed 
shoes, a team of researchers from Colorado Parks and 
Wildlife gathered in a sagebrush-grass meadow near 
Gunnison, Colo. this summer, each with a GPS in hand.  
Lining up 10 meters apart along the border of a virtual 
grid, they walked straight lines over a Gunnison’s prairie 
dog colony and dropped quarter-sized peanut butter cubes 
behind them.  It was one of three Gunnisons colonies 
where the delectable cubes became just a treat for any 
animal that found them, but at another three, the cubes 
contained a vaccine against sylvatic plague, which has 
ravaged the West’s prairie dog populations.  
This was the first year of a larger three-year study of the 
real-world effectiveness of the new Sylvatic Plague Vaccine 
(SPV), now being conducted by the U.S. Geological Survey 
and local partners across seven Western states.  In the lab 
setting, the vaccine has effectively protected 90 percent of 
animals tested, and tests show that it lasts for at least nine 
months once ingested.  Now it’s time to find out whether 
SVP works in the wild. Read more:  
https://www.hcn.org/blogs/goat/states-test-prairie-dog-
plague-vaccine  

In the end we will conserve only what we love; 
we will love only what we understand; 
and we will understand only what we are taught. 
 
Baba Dioum, Founding Member of International Council 
for Environmental Law
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Woo Hoo! 
 

 
 
Prairie dogs have their own version of a stadium wave, known as 
the “jump-yip,” which helps them connect with others and assess 
their alertness, new research finds.  Like a stadium wave, the 
behavior is contagious, starting with one individual and then often 
spreading through a whole prairie dog town, according to a paper 
in the latest issue of the Proceedings of the Royal Society B. To 
enjoy the video go to:  
http://news.discovery.com/animals/prairie-dogs-take-stadium-
wave-roll-call-130107.htm  

Government’s War on Wildlife Called Out by Two 
Congressmen 
 

 
The hot seat just got hotter for the rogue agency that’s 
responsible for the cruel and indiscriminate killing of millions of 
animals every year in the U.S., following a request for an 
investigation and congressional review made by two senators. 
Wildlife Services (WS) began as Animal Damage Control, which 
started out killing pests and added predators to its list of targets in 
1914.  The agency has since expanded its services and has 
continued killing hundreds of thousands of native animals every 
year under the USDA’s Animal and Plant Health Inspection 
Service (APHIS). Read more:  
http://www.care2.com/causes/governments-war-on-wildlife-
called-out-by-two-congressmen.html  
 

 

Emma 25 
 
Emma® (www.myemma.com) is an email marketing service.  
Under its Emma 25 program, the company awards free email 
marketing accounts to 25 small charities each year.  This puts 
an innovative marketing and communications resource in the 
hands of community groups doing great work on small 
budgets, in the hopes they can more easily stay in touch with 
staff and volunteers, promote events, raise awareness, raise 
money, and do some good.  In return, Emma benefits from the 
good will, good karma, and warm fuzzies that result from the 
initiative. 
 
In 2013 Emma 25 awarded an email marketing account to 
PDP.  We used it to conduct a fundraising campaign with the 
goal of raising $2500 to purchase 500 microchips for use during 
our 2014 season.  The microchips are used to permanently 
identify each prairie dog that is relocated to the Sevilleta.  US 
Fish and Wildlife personnel conduct trap and release operations 
twice a year and record the weight, general health, and location 
of each prairie dog trapped.  The statistics are used in a number 
of studies by US Fish and Wildlife, the University of New 
Mexico, and NM Game and Fish.  It lets us know that our 
relocated prairie dogs are doing well in their new habitat. 
 
With our first Emma campaign, we raised about $500.00 
towards our goal.  Is the glass 1/5 full or 4/5 empty?…depends 
if you are an optimist or a pessimist.  Maybe our expectations 
were 4/5 too large.  Regardless, we thank everyone who 
supported our campaign. 
 

 
 

 
 
The last word in ignorance is the man who says of an animal or plant, 
"What good is it?" If the land mechanism as a whole is good, then every 
part is good, whether we understand it or not. If the biota, in the course of 
aeons, has built something we like but do not understand, then who but a 
fool would discard seemingly useless parts? To keep every cog and wheel is 
the first precaution of intelligent tinkering. 
 
Aldo Leopold
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Future Plans 
 
Upcoming Events 
 
We maintain a calendar of upcoming events at 
http://www.prairiedogpals.org/?s=tabling.  The one major  
event still outstanding for 2014 is the Weems International 
Artfest.  It will take place on November 15-17.  We need at 
least two people per shift to man our table throughout the 
weekend.  Please consider volunteering.  Don’t worry if you’ve 
never tabled for PDP before; we will pair you with an 
experienced person.  Let us know if you are interested in 
helping at Weems by sending an email to: 
prairiedogpals@comcast.net. 
 
Volunteers Needed  
 
We operate solely with volunteer labor.  “Can I help you rescue 
the prairie dogs at (fill in the blank)” is soooo much more 
productive than, “You need to rescue the prairie dogs at (fill in 
the blank).”  Get the picture? 
 
2014 is winding down, but 2015 will fast be upon us.  There are 
so many ways that you can help.  No experience is required; 
our current volunteers can train you in any of these areas. 
 
Stewardship:  We are in DESPERATE need of help to feed 
local colonies during the months of March through September.  
We can pair you with one of our current stewards.   
 
Trapping/Flushing/Staging:  Volunteers are needed during the 
spring season (three weeks in March) and for our main thrust 
during summer (mid-June through mid-September).  
Volunteers would help capture prairie dogs by trapping or 
flushing.  Staging involves taking care of the prairie dogs that 
have been captured that are waiting for release; feeding, 
cleaning tanks and cages, and helping process them for release. 
 
Outreach/Fundraising/Administrative: Opportunities to help 
in these areas abound year round. 
 
Ultimate Plan 
 
…why to win the lottery, of course!  That’s our dream, anyway.  
We’d buy a couple of sections of prime grassland and hire a 
manager to oversee them.  Then we’d have a home for all the 
unwanted prairie dogs for years to come.   
 
 

“I wondered why somebody didn’t do something. 
Then I realized, I am somebody.” 

Unknown 
 
 

“How wonderful that no one need wait a single moment 
to improve the world.” 

Anne Frank 

 
 

Summer Highlights 
 
We hope to publish another newsletter before the end of the year 
to regale you with our summer exploits and show you the great gifts 
available for holiday gift giving.  In the meantime, here are some 
highlights from our summer season. 
 
Our ever-faithful stewards sustained the local prairie dog colonies.  
They are PDP’s unsung heroes:  Bobbie C, Becky D, Graziella S, 
and Veronica W, and many other kind souls whose names we don’t 
even know.   
 
We continued to educate people about the virtues of prairie dogs 
and the challenges they face.  Our chief educator is Jim T, who 
could probably recite the “Prairie Dogs in Peril” lecture in his sleep.  
We tabled at the Santa Ana Pueblo’s Enviro Fair and the Sevilleta’s 
Refuge Day.  
 
Ray W kept very busy trapping and flushing this summer.  After 
finishing up the Bernardo project in June, he worked for several 
homeowners in the East Mountains and Peralta.  He also made a 
dent in the prairie dog population at the McDonalds site in Bosque 
Farms.  When he wasn’t capturing prairie dogs, he was working on 
finding us a new operations vehicle because “New Blue” became 
“Dead Blue” this summer.  
 
Graziella S, our most consistent trapper, brings in about 10 prairie 
dogs every time she goes out.  She stayed busy at the CVS and 
Walgreens sites at Indian School and Tramway and also at 
Lomas/Chelwood. 
 
Margaret D trapped at Lomas/Chelwood and the Valero station at 
Menaul and Tramway.  On some of her outings, she was 
accompanied by members of Girl Scout Troop 10053 from St 
Thomas Aquinas Catholic Church in Rio Rancho.  The scouts 
chose to volunteer with PDP as a service project to earn their 
Bronze Award. 
 
Like every summer, we have the odd singleton rescue here and 
there.  We even had a prairie dog brought to us that had found its 
way into a restaurant in Espanola.  We had two prairie dogs come 
in suffering from heat stress, two with paralyzed legs, and another 
with the worst ram’s horn teeth we have ever seen. 
 
In addition to processing all of our prairie dogs prior to release, we 
helped process 146 prairie dogs from Santa Fe.  We decided to keep 
33 of these prairie dogs in our staging facility to care for them a 
little longer before their release.  This included 6 moms with their 
22 underweight pups.  Just wait till you see the pictures! 
 
 

“I slept and I dreamed that life is all joy. 
I woke and I saw that life is all service. 
I served and I saw that service is joy.” 

 
Kahlil Gibran 
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Albuquerque, NM 87191 
 

  
STAMP 
HERE 

 
 
 
 
 

 

ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED Mailing Address 
Street Number and Name 
City, State  98765-4321 
 
 

Are you  a supporter of 
Prairie Dog Pals? 
Here’s how you can help: 
 
Volunteer to be a steward, outreach spokesperson, 
relocator, or other prairie dog pal! 
Use your administrative skills to help us with our web site, 
PR, outreach, and more! 
Make a donation to support our work! 
 
We also accept additional donations of food and other 
needed supplies.   
 
I would like to support Prairie Dog Pals.  Enclosed is my 
check for $ ______ 
I would like to volunteer to help Prairie Dog Pals. Please 
contact me at the following:  
Name        

Phone        

Address       

City, State, Zip      

E-mail       

Send your tax deductible contribution to: Prairie Dog Pals, 
PO Box 14235, Albuquerque, NM 87191 


