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Yips & Nips 
 

Yips to the management and staff at the Sevilleta 
National Wildlife Refuge (SNWR) for endorsing and 
assisting with the installation of 45 new burrows to 
accommodate the 2022 releases. Thanks to their 
loan of an operator and backhoe, we were able to 
complete the installation of the burrows quickly and 
in time for summer releases. 
 
Yips to Ray W., whose diligence and commitment 
ensured that the prairie dogs at the 540 Paisano lot 
were moved before the start of construction. Ray 
worked with the city and developer to ensure the 
prairie dogs were humanely relocated. 
 
Yips to Tania SW. for acting as our guest editor 
during a turbulent time for Frances G.  
 
Yips to Dianne M. for volunteering to provide 
supplemental food at the site at Lomas and 
Tramway. Thanks also to Debbie S. who took over 
during late August. The prairie dogs thank you and 
the other stewards from the bottom of their hearts 
(bellies).  
 
Yips to an anonymous donor who has very 

 

 
 
generously supported our efforts over the past two 
years. Their annual donations have helped us with 
site stewardship, provided needed funds for the 
purchase of supplemental food for colonies where 
the natural vegetation will not support the 
indigenous PDs. They have also assisted with the 
purchase of supplies for site development.  
 
Nips to South Dakota Sen. John Thune and 
Louisiana Sen. Bill Cassidy. Only by addressing the 
concerns of assault-weapons lovers can we have a 
ban on weapons of war. Those in opposition want 
the right to have AR-15s because they, like Thune, 
are worried about an invasion of thuggish prairie 
dogs or, like Cassidy, deeply fearful of an attack by 

feral pigs.  
 

Outreach 
 
Jim T. tabled for two days for the Prairie Dog Pals 
yard sale fundraiser. Prairie, a blacktail, was our 
species ambassador or “Spokes Rodent”. This was 
Prairie’s first outreach event, and she did very well, 
especially on day two. The first day was extremely 
windy, and she spent a lot of time in her hammock 
bag. Prairie is a rescue from the pet trade and 
cannot be released back to the wild as she knows 
nothing about being wild. She, therefore, is in Jim’s 
permanent foster care. Both she and her behavior 
are exceptionally cute. She is very happy and makes 
a lot of little wispy noises. She spends a lot of time 
out of her cage where she busies herself with pulling 
her bedding out and setting up her habitat outside 
… where she wants to stay! 
 

Please don’t throw away a hard copy of Prairie Dog Tales; 
instead, recycle it (even if out of date) by passing it on to 
someone else who might enjoy reading it.  This will help 
us spread the news about our mission to save prairie dogs.   

 

We Need You! 
 

Prairie Dog Pals is a volunteer-run nonprofit. 
We rely on sweat equity to trap, relocate and 
provide supplemental food for prairie dogs in 
Albuquerque. 
 
To volunteer or get more information, call 
(505) 296-1937 or email 
prariedogpals@prairiedogpals.org. (Please 
include your name and phone number.)  
 

mailto:prariedogpals@prairiedogpals.org
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Prairie had been in with Jim’s other blacktail, Sake, 
until Sake went into heat and started biting Prairie. 
Sake is a 3-year-old alpha dog and still has not 
welcomed Prairie back. Regardless, both are happy. 
When Prairie does a jump-yip (yahoo), Sake 

immediately follows with one herself.  
 

Festival of the Cranes  
 
Jim T. and Ray W. plan to do outreach at the 
Festival of the Cranes, which will be held Dec. 1-3 
at the Bosque del Apache National Wildlife Refuge. 
This is a very popular event every year and a great 
opportunity for us to education the public about 

prairie dogs and the work we do.  
 

Spring Season 
 

First Prairie Dog of 2022 Sighted  
 
Gunnison’s go into torpor (like hibernation) from 
October or November through about February. We 
always pray that the weather prognosticator will 
predict six more weeks of winter, thus “delaying” 
the emergence of the prairie dogs and signaling PDP 
that we should be fixing to, planning to, thinking 
about getting ready for spring removals. It is always 
a question of when the first PD will be sighted (in 
Albuquerque). Well, this year, Frances G. reported 
seeing the first one on Paisano on Feb. 8, AND four 
more on the 9th. It had been such a dry winter that 
were was no vegetation on the sites, so our stewards 
started providing supplemental feed and hay in early 
March. This is a bit outside of our forecast/budget, 
but who can blame nature?   
 
A note on torpor: It makes sense in a way — it’s 
winter, there’s no food, so sleep through it. As an 
apocryphal story or perhaps the start of an urban 
legend, C. Rex has witnessed them go into torpor 
for short periods of time during the summer after 
being angered by his incessant flushing or when 
food conditions were so bad or it was so droughty. 
Apparently, and we have verified this, it is 

something that prairie dogs can turn on and off.  
 

First Rescues of the Year 
 
Some interesting resonance! The first rescues of 
2021 AND 2022 were by a couple living near the 

intersection of Carlisle and Gibson.  I suppose you 
can explain the prairie dog visiting their house as a 
disgruntled resident of the nearby school or Air 
Force base as both have prairie dogs. But the fact 
that the this happened two years in a row, within 
about a week of the same date in the spring, is 
amazing. Both times, the couple were able to corral 
the prairie dog into a cage and call Prairie Dog Pals. 
C. Rex did both pick-ups and complimented them 

on their style and receptiveness.  
 

Spring Captures 
 
For Prairie Dog Pals, spring season is the month of 
March.  Unfortunately, we had to suspend activities 
several times due to the cold weather. While we can 
trap anytime the prairie dogs are active, we do not 
flush if the temperature is below 50 degrees because 
we don’t want to risk giving the prairie dogs 
hypothermia. We were also limited on the number 
prairie dogs we could release due to habitat 
constraints, so we focused on getting those 
threatened by habitat loss. Here are some highlights 

of the spring season.  
 

Antique Connection 
 
The establishment has been sold and was to close 
on April 22; every indication was that the lot would 
be developed soon. We did a pretty good job in 
2021 when we caught “most of them.” For those of 
you who familiar with prairie dog math, that could 
mean that you are not seeing one, two or five more! 
So, although most of the burrows looked unused 
(they do fill up with leaves and such during the 
winter months), we were skeptical of what we would 
catch. Thanks to the watchful eyes of Frances G., 
we were able to focus on a fewer number of 
burrows and, after a few visits over the course of a 
week, had captured six prairie dogs and four 

squirrels.  
 

Comanche and Tramway 
 
Following that, we visited the pedestrian bridge 
Comanche and Tramway. The New Mexico 
Department of Transportation (NMDOT) planned 
to renovate the four pedestrian bridges along 
Tramway and wanted the resident prairie dogs out 
of harm’s way. There were about 30 burrows in 
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total, some appearing to be potentially active. We 
flushed all the burrows and caught one very 

annoyed prairie dog.  
 

Las Colinas 
 
Well, it finally happened. For years we have been 
concerned about clearing the lot at 540 Paisano 
before it was developed, and it has “recently” come 
to pass. Fortunately, due to Ray W.’s efforts, 
agreements were reached with the city and 
contractor and the PDs are being relocated before 
constructions starts! Woohoo, Ray!  Ray and C. Rex 
were able to visit the site several times between cold 
snaps and captured 14 prairie dogs. The bulk of the 

effort was left for the summer. 
 

Waterers 
 
At a meeting with the management of the Sevilleta 
National Wildlife Refuge, the installation of drinkers 
was recommended, especially in view of the drought 
conditions. True, prairie dogs don’t usually drink 
water, but it is so dry, and the drought is ongoing, 
so we provided additional water.  
 
After studying several online alternatives C. Rex 
created a design for waterers for the released prairie 
dogs. I can happily say that the waterer is 
“complete”. Not only that, scavenging a pump from 
a former life, C. Rex was able to create a waterer 
filling system.  
 
The PDP auto waterer consists of a 50-gallon barrel 
(the water supply), a frame, and a float-activated 
water dish. There were many conceptual prototypes, 
but I think the final design fits the bill. The supply 
tank is enclosed with a 2- by 12-inch frame as is the 
waterer. There are access ports for the PDs or 
whomever else might need some fluids, but there is 
screening to keep out the pronghorn.  
 

 

The design incorporates the use of the transfer 
pump that had been sitting idle for about 25 years. 
While it functions, I am not sure it has the fortitude 
to push fluids down a 200-foot hose to the waterer. 
If not, we’ll need to bring the tanker out or mount a 
gas-fired pump on a skid to accomplish the transfer. 
Time will tell. 
 
A test run of the setup proved that it would work in 
field conditions! The photo shows all but the 
protective cover to the right of the barrel. The treat 
of installation day was my first sighting of an oryx! 

Woohoo!  
 

Squirrel Release 
 
As mentioned previously, four squirrels had been 
flushed at the Antique Connection. The squirrels 
were processed and kept for observation and 
feeding. Finally, the day arrived for their release. 
 
It was a spectacular day! Blue skies, fair 
temperatures, no wind! We covered the cage with 
towels to keep our guests calm and headed out into 
the foothills. After some driving around, we found 
the perfect spot — trees, boulders and a long way 
from human habitation. The cage was opened, and 
the adult of the group exited the cage immediately, 
the other three followed suit after a bit of coaxing. 
We left food behind for them and for anyone else 
who might be interested. It was a perfect release. 

Woohoo!  
 

Spring Release 
 
Twenty-two prairie dogs were released at the refuge 
in April by Nancy SM. and Frances G. The process 
started early at the staging facility where Frances 
transferred the prairie dogs into kennels, marshaled 
the food and loaded up the suburban. She met up 
with Nancy at the refuge, and they drove out to 
Murphy and Edinburrow. These were no nonsense 
prairie dogs as evidenced during loading and they 
hadn’t calmed down on the drive out. They were 
ready to be released. C. Rex and Nancy had been 
out the week before scoping and clearing burrows, 
so it was just a matter of putting the right families in 
the grouped burrows. The weather was great, and 

the release went smoothly.  
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Eco-adventure 
 
If you want to read a 
great sci fi story about 
prairie dogs check out 
“Scorched Earth, Alien 
Wonders,” a humorous 
eco-adventure about 
betrayal, hope and 
enlightenment by 
Delilah Jean Williams.  

 

 
Pup Season 
 
The females were pregnant and about to give birth a 
little earlier than usual this spring. In normal times, 
they’d give birth around the first week in May, and 
the pups would be weaned about five weeks later, or 
first week in June. We’ve noticed some creep in this 
with pups being born earlier and emerging at the 
end of May.  
 
We don’t do any removals during pup season so as 
not to disturb the moms and newborns. BUT we do 
plan for summer rescues. We consider summer 
numbers and habitat AND try to complete any work 
while the weather is cool!  We also monitored the 
prairie dogs released in early April at the Sevilleta. It 
is dry, dry, dry, and we augmented feeding to ensure 
that the relocated prairie dogs have the best chance 

to establish themselves.   
 

At the Refuge 
 
Truth be told, this is the driest we have ever seen at 
the refuge and, in a broader sense, as has been 
witnessed in Albuquerque as well. Usually, the 
spring is full of wildflowers, evening primrose 
bloom in abundance, and there is an array of other 
wildflowers. Not so much this spring. Where you 
might have seen hundreds, you see a few. It is 
amazing anything actually grows in these conditions. 
This has held out on the PD sites as well, not even 
the weeds or goatheads are growing.  It is a half—
day trip all in all once you include the time to secure 
the carrots, feed and hay; prep the carrots; then 
drive down and do the feeding. The time spent 
however was rewarded by increasing time on the 
refuge itself. 

 
One of the feeding stations stocked with hay, grains, and carrots. 
 

 
PD eating a carrot 
dropped into its 
burrow. Question: 
Why do prairie dogs 
always build their 
burrows in the road?  

 
 

Garage Sale 
The first post-pandemic PDP Garage Sale was held 
from 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. on April 22 and 23 at 917 
Morris Street NE. Debbie S. and Frances G. hosted 
the sale on our behalf! Woohoos to them!!!  
 
Now, this sale had been scheduled on and off for 
some time. We had hoped for a fall 2021 sale; 
unfortunately, COVID cases were spiking, and, not 
wanting to take any risks, we postponed. 
 
So as the date approached apprehension rose 
exponentially. Forecasted spring winds rose from 
10-15 to 60 mph, and there were questions raised 
about the viability of the event. We, so to speak, 
threw caution to the wind and went with Debbie’s 
plan conceived earlier in the year. 
 
The crew got started at o’dark thirty and were set up 
and ready for business at 8 a.m. 
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It was brisk for the first few hours as savvy 
shoppers searched out the best bargains. We 
obviously underpriced our 33 1/3s as they went 
instantly. Who knew that the Flying Burrito 
Brothers were sought after?! Winds picked up 
around 11, and we had to abandon the canopy for 
Jim and his prairie dog, but the stalwart volunteers 
hung on, literally and figuratively.  
 
About 1:30 p.m. everyone was starving, and Debbie 
made a run to Costco for some pizzas. By 2 p.m., 
the wind was howling, and we packed up for 
Saturday lest we be blown across the prairie like 
tumble weeds. At that point in time, you could no 
longer see the Sandias a scant five miles from the 
house! Woohoo.  
 
Garage Sale, Day 2: The day started out slowly, it as 
if everyone was somewhere else. There was little 
traffic on the road or at the sale. It was almost as if 
folks were reluctant to come out due to the winds of 
yesterday. Regardless, volunteers gathered at 6:30 
a.m. to set up for the day’s sale.  
 
It was all in all a very beautiful New Mexico spring 
day. Blue skies, wispy clouds, coolish temperatures. 
While traffic ebbed and flowed throughout the day, 
sales were good, and a lot of our inventory was 
reduced. We bagged it about 2:30 p.m., generating 
about $1,700 of operating funds for the prairie dogs. 
  
Thanks again to all who participated, purchased or 

donated.  
 

Summer Season 
 
First Rescue of the Summer Season 
 
C. Rex was called out the evening of May 28 to the 
area of Carlisle and Coal. The prairie dog had 
chosen a nicely groomed neighborhood to get lost 
in. No telling where he (it was a healthy male) had 
come from, but to hazard a guess, I would say 
Kirtland Elementary School, which was about a 
MILE down the road and across busy Gibson 
Boulevard. I can't imagine what the prairie dog was 
thinking as it was a hazardous journey for yours 
truly in the suburban!!!! While not rural, it is a 
reasonably landscaped area so maybe he foraged on 
the way down Carlisle. 

 
The prairie dog had evaded the owners’ dog (more 
curious than vicious) and wedged himself behind a 
storage cabinet. With the homeowner armed with a 
net should the PD make a run for it, C. Rex eased in 
behind it and easily made the one-hand grab. 
 
The healthy male was taken back to PD central and 
placed in a comfy cage for future release. All in a 

day’s work.  
 

Flushing Begins 
 
Two of our volunteers, Ray W. and Cynomys Rex, 
started rescuing prairie dogs from a vacant lot at 540 
Paisano on June 6. The five-acre lot is being 
developed and construction of a new apartment 
complex will begin soon. The lot was one of the 
larger prairie 
dog colonies 
in 
Albuquerque 
and was 
vacant for 
many years.  
 
On the first day of flushing, 33 prairie dogs were 
captured, most of which were pups. By the end of 
the week, they had captured 88. By summer’s end, 
more than 100 prairie dogs had been rescued, along 
with a few squirrels that were relocated.  
 
The lot has been cleared but Ray and C. Rex will 
continue to monitor it until construction actually 

starts to make sure no animals escaped capture.  
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Belen 
 
The city of Belen asked PDP to revisit its sports and 
recreation complex, an area that we have been 
working on for several years. Prairie dogs have been 
living on a soccer field, two baseball fields and other 
grassy areas. 
 
There are open areas around the sporting complex 
where the prairie dogs have created burrows. They 
migrate over to the field, essentially going where the 
grass is greener, so this might be an issue for years 
to come. 
 
Over time, we have removed well over 200 prairie 
dogs from the area, but there seem to be a few left 
that we continue to have to go back and get. During 
the pandemic, the area was largely unused, and the 
prairie dogs were able to breed undisturbed. The 
city now wants to reopen the sports complex and 
encourage events there, so it wants the prairie dogs 
removed for safety reasons. 
 
Ray W. and C.  Rex made numerous trips this 
summer and believe they have captured about 95% 
of the animals in the grassy areas. In our contract 
with the Belen, we agreed to make some visits in the 
spring to capture any animals we can before the pup 

season begins.  
 

Los Lunas 
 
The village of Los Lunas originally hired PDP to 
relocate squirrels that had dug into a play area at a 
sports complex. We didn’t find any squirrels, but 
found evidence of gophers, which we left alone. 
 
Later, the village contacted us again about evidence 
of prairie dogs at large grassy areas at the complex 
that are used for sporting and other city events. 
Upon checking, we found about 100 PD burrows 
and entered into an agreement with Los Lunas to 
relocate the animals. 
 
Ray W. and C. Rex made the drive down numerous 
times over the summer, sometimes going twice a 
week, and removed about 50 animals. They estimate 
there are about seven or eight left that they will 
continue to try to catch. 
 

This is one of the hardest areas we’ve had to work 
in. Many times, a day’s work left us empty handed 
because the sandy soil there makes flushing difficult 
as the water drains very quickly into the surrounding 
ground. In addition, the prairie dogs seem to be very 
well adapted to our flushing techniques and have 
found ways to evade capture. Sometimes, we had to 
flush the same burrow seven or eight times before 
we caught a prairie dog. Trapping also was 

unsuccessful.  
 

 
 

Sandia Vista Park 
 
The largest existing prairie dog colony within the 
city of Albuquerque — with approximately 200 
animals — is a two- to three-acre empty lot adjacent 
to Sandia Vista Park near Juan Tabo and Interstate 
40. 
 
The prairie dogs primarily live on the city-owned lot 
but migrate onto the grassy areas of the park in 
search of food and dig burrows there. The city 
contacted us for help removing the PDs so they 
don’t impact the park. Furthermore, there are 
rumors that the city wants to develop the vacant lot, 
possibly as a dog park.   
 
Because of the size of the colony, we negotiated 
with the city to do the work over three years with 
the goal to remove a third of the animals each year. 
This was our second our year of work. 
 
Because of the lack of food on the vacant lot, we 
also are doing supplemental feeding. Ray W. has 
been diligently chopping carrots and distributing 
them to the animals throughout the summer. This 
helps the prairie dogs and also the city because it 
prevents them from going into the grassy park. The 

approach has been very successful.  
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PD Photo Bomb 
 
Everyone knows about 
photo bombs … 
someone, something or 
whatever bombs your 
perfect photo, right? 
Think Tom Hanks photo 
bombing folks’ weddings. 
Well, here’s a great one 
— way to go Cynomys! 
 
The World-Famous 
Comedy Wildlife 
Photography Awards are 
a competition revolving 
around humor in nature. 
This photo is credited to 

Anne Lindner.  
 
 
 

 
 

Los Altos Golf Course 
 
The mid-summer, Los Altos Golf Course contacted 
us about prairie dogs starting to infiltrate the greens 
of the course. (Do you notice a trend here?)  
This is an area where PDP has been working for 
several years as PDs live in dirt areas around the 
perimeter of the golf course and along Interstate 40.  
 
This summer, we removed a number of animals that 
were getting close to the greens, and we’ll continue 

to monitor and return in the spring as needed.  
 

Central and Tramway 
 
Late in the summer, we received an urgent call from 
the city about a colony of PDs at a small park at the 
northwest corner of Central and Tramway.  
 
This colony has been around for quite a long time, 
and some of our members have been feeding the 
animals. It is not an ideal location for prairie dogs 
because of the traffic and lack of food and because 
homeless people often camp in the area. The city is 
planning to relandscape the park and put in a lot of 
large rocks, making it unsuitable for prairie dogs. 

As of late 
September, we 
had removed 
about 20 animals 
and planned to 
continue to 
work there until 
hibernation 
begins. Our goal 
is to remove all 
the animals this 
fall because the 
city intends to 
go ahead 
quickly, and 

there likely will not be an opportunity to remove 

more animals in the spring.  
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Lomas and Tramway 
 
Frances G. has taken the lead in removing PDs at a 
lot at Lomas and Tramway that has been vacant for 
years. Recently, one of our members noticed a For 
Sale sign there. This especially concerned Frances, 
who worried that the lot could be sold and quickly 
developed, so she has been diligently trapping there 

to remove as many animals as she can.  
 

Monkeypox 
 
C. Rex gets a news feed from Google about the 
world of prairie dogs. It also includes news hits for 
“prairie,” “dog” and a number of other terms he 
hasn’t quite grasped. Needless to say, a lot of it is, 
well, garble. This spring the monkeypox scare 
crammed the feed with articles referring to prairie 
dogs and their role with monkeypox in 2003. Prairie 
dogs do not NATURALLY carry monkeypox;  
monkeypox does not naturally exist in the United 
States. It does in Africa, but not here. And, as the 
name suggests it is usually contracted by monkeys.  
 
Thanks to Kaitie Schneider, program coordinator 
for the Rockies and Plains Program of Defenders of 
Wildlife, who put together the following: 
 
According to the Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention (CDC)., in the summer of 2003, health 
officials and scientists investigated several reports of 
monkeypox among individuals who became ill after 
having contact with sick captive prairie dogs. 
Investigators determined that a shipment of animals 
from Ghana were imported to Texas that April and 
introduced monkeypox virus to captive prairie dogs 
in the U.S. In total, 47 persons became ill with 
monkeypox during this time.  
 
The prairie dogs in the pet trade acquired the 
monkeypox virus following contact with these 
infected rodents that were imported as exotic pets. 
These prairie dogs were sold as pets before they 
developed signs of infection. This was the first time 
that human monkeypox cases were reported outside 
of Africa. 
 
As we see monkeypox cases in the United States 
start to emerge again in 2022, it is important to 
clarify that none of the recent cases have been 

linked to prairie dogs. Rather, they have been 
confirmed to be travel related. 
 
Significantly, there are no monkeypox outbreaks or 
infections in wild populations of prairie dogs, nor 
has the virus ever been detected in wild populations. 
Wild prairie dogs are not vectors for this disease and 
do not pose a risk of transferring monkeypox to 

humans.  
 

Brake Job 
 
The Suburban was making unhappy noises from the 
rear brakes and C. Rex decided it was time to do 
something about it. Determined to save money, he 
concluded he’d do it himself. So first he pulled a 
rear wheel to check out the situation, hoping that 
maybe it was a stick caught up in the suspension 
making the noise. No such luck these babies needed 
replacement. So off to Auto Zone for new shoes for 
the beast. Now C. Rex had changed brakes on 
various vehicles over the years and was not daunted 
but was cautious, so he took pictures of the before 
… a good thing, too. 
 
It was a pleasant day when work started. The car 
jacked up and braced, gloves, hard hat, safety glasses 
(looks good on paper), and a drop cloth to catch any 

wayward pieces. He carefully detached the old 
brakes and laid the springs, levers, and the like on 
the drop cloth in such a way that he could not fail to 
reassemble it quickly and easily. Once complete and 
laid out nicely he went to retrieve the new brake 
shoes … by the time he returned a gust of wind had 
upended the ground mat and the pieces were all 
over the driveway. 
 
He retrieved the pieces (all except one spring) and 
attempted to recreate the layout. Uh, uh … not 
going to happen. He then started to reassemble the 
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brakes based on his memory … when this failed 
(and it took a while), he remembered the pictures he 
had taken. Voila, after not a short time, the brake 
was reassembled. Total elapsed time: four hours. 
The next day, bright and early, he was at it again on 
the other side. Removed the wheel, removed the 
components, and with the experience gained the day 
before, was able to reassemble, reinstall the wheel 

and have the burb on the ground in 25 minutes.  
 

2022 Site Development 
 
The relocation needs for 2022 were discussed with 
the management at the refuge and they offered to 
assist with the installation of 45 new burrows in 
Edinburrow. The work requires use of a backhoe, 
but the backhoe is a highly desired piece of 
machinery that is shared between facilities and was 
currently being used elsewhere. Sooo, it was a 
matter of when it would become available, 
marshalling the materials and finishing construction 
of the nesting boxes. One fine May morning when 
C. Rex went to feed at the refuge, SHAZAAM the 
backhoe was on site.  
 

 
The CAT is 
on the prowl 
ready to 
install new 
burrows. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

This prompted panicked (note: one of our rules is 
“Don’t Panic”) discussion as only about half of the 
habitats were drilled to accept the corrugated tubing 
and we were four habitats short. Don’t panic! C. 
Rex got busy and over a weekend (a LONG 
weekend) pulled it all together and got everything 
ready to go. Now, the big problem became the “to 
go”. Lots of “stuff,” not much in the way of 
carrying capacity in the Suburban. Additionally, the 
needed items were in a combination of places 
requiring finesse. 
 
Ray W.’s Idea: Traditionally the artificial burrows 
had been made out of 25-gallon nursery pots. I  

could get into the 
science of injection 
versus blow molded 
pots, but regardless, 
they had become 
impossible to obtain. 
We tried 5-gallon 
buckets but in truth 
they were too small for 
the effort involved to 
install them. Then Ray 
came up with the idea 
to use 50-gallon food 
service barrels. To the 
left you can see the 
inventions prepped for 
site development. The barrels were, by the way, 
reinforced with internal wood struts. The holes in 
the ends (you can see the hole on the first barrel, 
will accommodate the 4” tubing to the surface. 
While these have holes in the ends, a number of 
barrels had them in the sides which was of concern 
as to how they would fit in the excavated holes. Pete 
accommodated by making the trench a bit wider in 
the middle so both configurations worked out fine. 
 
Prep was our problem, so Pete got to work digging 
in the burrows. In a short time, the excavations were 
complete, and the onus was on PDP to get the 
materials on site and placed into the future habitats. 
 

C. Rex and Mike 
T. visited U 
Haul and 
secured a 12-
foot trailer. 
Within a short 
time, the trailer 
was loaded with artificial burrows and other 
paraphernalia and implements of destruction needed 
for the release.  
 
Bright and early the following day, they headed 
south.  For once, the weather was with them as it 
was a bit overcast and cool. After unloading the 
habitats, Mike started setting them in the excavated 
trenches. C. Rex headed over to the shop to pick up 
the tubing, badger barriers and other accouterments.  
As usual, reality overruled optimism and while not 
getting everything out of the warehouse, C. Rex 
obtained tubing to make the installation happen. 
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1,000 feet of Corex tubing for future burrows. 
 
 

The first day of site 
development was 
combined with the 
normal weekly 
feeding. The plastic 
bins contain carrots 
and feed, the black 
crates a combination 
of equipment, tie 
downs, tees and 
items needed for the 
development. 
 

 
C. Rex rejoined 
Mike and they 
finished placing 
the burrows and 
installing tubing on 
a quarter of them.  
 

The next day, the 
terrific trio (Ray 
had now joined 
them) woke up at 
the crack of dawn. 
It wasn’t so much 
a crack, however, 
as a wet sploosh, 

which should have been the first clue. C. Rex 
walked out to the ‘burb and was greeted with a 
curtain of falling precipitation. Always welcome in 
our dry, dry and dryer state, it was a surprise. When 
attempts to confirm the weather at the refuge were 
unsuccessful, he picked up Ray and headed over to 
Mike’s. Fortunately, the text came in that it was 
raining heavily at the refuge and there would be no 
work done today, in fact the refuge was closed until 
further notice. I think the three of us breathed a 
collective sigh of relief and headed back to our 
respective burrows. The work would hold for 
another day or in this case, another week! 

As soon as they received the all-clear, or in this case 
the all-dry, C. Rex and Mike were down at the 
refuge installing the "tubing" for the artificial 
burrows. The roads had dried out sufficiently to 
support vehicular traffic, and the lads were out there 
in force. Difficulties were overcome, and the 45 
burrows had habitats and tubing installed.  
 
The next day, Pete backfilled the 45 new burrows at 
the refuge as C. Rex and Mike steadied the tubes. 
Once the nesting boxes and tubing were covered, 
Pete came back through and tidied up the area. The 
new "digs" were in! 
 
On Thursday of the following week, Mike and C. 
Rex were out at the refuge doing some house 
cleaning. They collected the remaining badger 
barriers and feeding boxes and distributed them 
amongst the new burrows. A badger barrier is a 3-
foot by 3-foot piece of livestock fencing (4"x4" grid) 
made of metal stock. It goes over the "burrow" and 
is anchored down to discourage badgers from 
tunneling down along the tubing to the nesting box. 
The badgers do not "know" where the nesting box 
is and keeping them a couple of feet away from the 
tubing increases the success rate (of keeping them 
away) greatly. The feeding boxes are made of the 
same material and are essentially a 6' long by 2' 
square enclosure. The food goes into the enclosure, 
and it prevents the ungulates from getting at the 
food. During the morning, they started dressing up 
the new burrows by leveling around the tubes and 
installing the barriers. Releases were set to begin the 
next week. 

 
For each 
colony, or 
coterie, of 
prairie dogs 
we place a 
feeding 
station. For 
larger 

colonies, there may be several. What you see here is 
a "box" to keep out the ungulates and allow the PDs 
access to the food. The stations are anchored, 
though, a determined pronghorn might be able to 
flip it over ... sssshhhhhh, they haven't figured that 
out yet.  
 
So, we've talked about the site development 
previously, but I thought I'd share a few pictures of 
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the "end" result ... the next picture shows the 
burrow in place with the badger barrier anchored 
pre-backfill. We use welded rebar tees to anchor the 
badger barrier. The tubing will remain capped until 

the PDs are introduced.  

 

 
First release of the summer  
 
All things considered; it was decided to start a series 
of mini (20+) releases rather than the larger releases 
(200+) that we had undertaken in the past. The 
simple reason was we had one vehicle and two 
people and were trying to combine wrapping up the 
site development and releasing the prairie dogs. So, 
on July 5, the first batch of Paisano Prairie Dogs 
headed south to the refuge. Their burrows had been 
prepared the week before and were awaiting 
occupants. 
 
So many 
stories here... I 
could say that 
the relo site is 
at the end of 
the rainbow. 
Alas, that 
would not be 
true for this 
rainbow was a 
few miles away 
from where I 
was headed 
with the first 
30 prairie dogs 
to be released 
at Edinburrow 
North. It was 
not raining, 
not even a 
drop on the 

windshield, so I suspect this was a virga event where 
the rain evaporates before it hits the ground. Still, I 
took it as a good omen for the day. And indeed, it 
was. The 30 prairie dogs were quickly introduced 
into their new digs and fed, and C. Rex retired to 
continue work on the other new burrows. If you 
look closely, you can see the hint of a second 
rainbow to the right! 
 
At 8 a.m., the dynamic duo hit the road with prairie 
dogs, food and implements of destruction. The 
release itself went quickly and seamlessly. Mike T. 
did most of the work while C. Rex moved on with 
leveling the dirt and installing the badger barriers 
and feeding stations at the next set of burrows. 
After this was completed, food was again provided 
at Francesville, Murphy and Edinburrow.  While we 
knew that there were several prairie dogs occupying 
burrows at the old release areas, we weren’t sure 
how many and were glad to learn, courtesy of the 
monsoon rains, that there were a large number of 
active burrows. (You can tell by the freshly dug dirt 
after the rains, below.) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Later, C. Rex completed the last feeding box and 
installation of the badger barriers at the last eight 
new habitats at the refuge. Mike released the last 47 
prairie dogs into the new habitats bringing the 
summer releases (and captures) to 194 (The Inn of 
the Prairie was EMPTY (for the moment, Ha!)). 

You can see Mike releasing a prairie dog below.  
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Late Summer Releases 
 
In late September, Jim T. ventured back into the 
field for the first time in a couple of years to release 
19 Gunnison’s prairie dogs at the Edinburrow 
North site on the Sevilleta National Wildlife Refuge.  
 
So far this season, we have released 239 PDs on 
these new sites. There are 24 more in the staging 
facility so far.  
 

Last release scheduled for Oct. 6.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A Tale of Two Doggies, or Two 
Black Tailed Prairie Dogs with 
Nowhere to Go … 
 
The distraught call came in early in the afternoon, 
the couple were no longer a couple and the black-
tailed prairie dogs obtained through the pet trade 
had to go, IMMEDIATELY. Oh, I need to add that 
the call came from Santa Fe. The caller was referred 
to a contact in Santa Fe who later reported having 
secured said prairie dogs, but having nowhere to 

foster them, could they be brought down to PD 
Central? Sigh … 
 
Early that evening, Denise S. arrived with the prairie 
dogs, they were both young black tailed-prairie dogs, 
a female and male. While not unfriendly, neither 
were they particularly outgoing. Perhaps due to their 
recent experience with the couple. They were 
checked for injuries and inducted into the Inn of the 
Prairie Dogs. 
 
After spending several days at the Inn, the prairie 
dogs were introduced to the other residents at Casa 

Cynomys, aka the rodent suite.  
 

Kathryn Development 
 
The call came in late morning, bulldozers were 
destroying a prairie dog colony near Kathryn and 
San Mateo. There was no one to call as the team 
was down at the refuge installing burrows, so 
Yvonne B. tried to secure as much information as 
she could from the caller (scant) and then from the 
city (nonexistent as it was a public holiday). Wait, if 
it was a holiday, why would anyone be working? 
PLUS, with the longstanding relationship with the 
city, they usually called well in advance to allow us 
to move any resident prairie dogs out of harm’s way. 
 
Well, after further investigation and discussions with 
the Department of Municipal Development, no 
rational explanation could be gleaned. The lot was 
fenced, but the gate had inadvertently been left 
open. There were a few burrows and prairie dogs on 
the property (which PDP subsequently relocated).  
The city had future plans for the lot but nothing had 
as yet been decided or funded. Finally, the bulldozer 
and operator was nowhere to be found … a 
mystery.  
 
Many thanks to the concerned citizen with eyes on 
the ground! Out walking his dog, he noted 
construction activity and was concerned about the 
well-being of the resident prairie dogs.  This was a 
new one on us. While we know there are prairie 
dogs in the general — and I use that term loosely, 
but vaguely —vicinity, we were totally unaware of 
the empty lot or the prairie dogs. What happened to 
the buildings that were there??? 
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A few calls and Yvonne contacted the city of 
Albuquerque department of Municipal 
Development. After a lengthy discussion it was 
agreed that PDP would pay a courtesy call to the site 
for although there were no immediate plans for 
development there were a couple of long-term plans 
being considered. Also, it was planned to be used as 
a parking area for food trucks in the near future. 
After a couple of attempts in July, the two prairie 

dogs were captured!  
 

Inn of the Prairie Dog is Full! 
 
The Inn of the Prairie Dog was overbooked. By the 
end of June, we were nearing capacity at the inn 
with 197 PDs being “boarded”. While we can hold 
another 100, it really becomes taxing to feed the 
prairie dogs and clean the tanks. Yes, the tanks get 
cleaned frequently to keep the PDs in fresh hay! We 
were getting so many calls for rescues, we had to put 
out the following notice concerning new work! 
 
Hello Everyone! 
Our PDP volunteers are busy trapping prairie dogs in the 
Albuquerque and surrounding areas. Our ability to relocate 
prairie dogs is limited not only by the number of volunteers 
who spend long, hot summer days in the field, but also by 
places that will accept relocated animals.  
We are presently at our limit and cannot take on any 
additional captures this year. If you need help, please do not 
hesitate to contact us and we will do what we can to direct you 
elsewhere, but, at the moment, we have our 'No Vacancy' 
sign out until early 2023.  
AND (a little commercial here) if you have information 
regarding new relocation properties, we'd love to hear from 
you. Relocations go most smoothly when the property has 
ample vegetation and is away from people and traffic.  

Thank you all!!!  
 

Eubank Rescue 
 
While I claimed that the Inn of the Prairie Dog was 
empty, that was not quite true. On July 10, Dianne 
B. and Susan R. brought in a distressed prairie dog. 
We are not sure what happened to this fellow but 
his condition suggested heat stroke and/or 
dehydration. While PDs normally regulate their 
temperatures by heading down the burrow, 
something may have interfered here. He might have 
ingested something that adversely affected him as 
well. Water was used sparingly at key points on the 

torso to increase cooling, and he was given (and 
took) small amounts of water. He hung in there, 
barely, for more than two weeks under the watchful 
eye of Yvonne B. who syringe fed him and 
administered his meds and fluids. Despite her 
valiant efforts, the little prairie dog passed away on 

July 27.  
 

Kandy Korn Kunundrum 
 
Gunnison's 
prairie dogs love 
corn. We 
generally do not 
feed it to them 
as a regular 
staple because of 
the sugar, which 
will contribute to 
obesity. Having 
said that, we do 
use it for 
trapping 
(irresistible) and 
do feed it to some undernourished captures as 
needed. While you can chop up some ears and feed 
it to the wild PDs, we generally steer towards carrots 
or apples or greens. BUT never, never, never feed 
them candy corn! What you see below is a burrow 
that someone has dumped some candy corn in. In 
fact, there were about half a dozen burrows 
affected. 
 
Now for a bit of prairie dog lore. If you look closely 
at the burrow in question you will notice two 
things1) see the stick, sticking out of the burrow? 
Well, this suggests that this burrow is not occupied. 
While the pups are a bit sloppy about keeping the 
burrows free of debris and vegetation, the adults are 
not. One could expound endlessly on the wheres 
and whyfores of burrow management, but my take 
is that the burrows are kept clear of debris to enable 
the PDs a quick escape route in the event of a 
nearby predator. Thus, I would consider this burrow 
unoccupied…2) Notice the vegetation growing in 
the burrow proper? Again, active burrows are kept 
clear of vegetation.  Why? Vegetation would impede 
seeing nearby predators as the PDs exit the burrows. 
Now this is all “OPINION” based on C. Rex’s 
observations about burrowology over the years, and 
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don’t forget, I attended Burrow-U and majored in 

burrowing.  
 

Finding Habitat 
 
PDP is always on the lookout for new habitat for 
the prairie dogs. While the SNWR has been our go-
to spot for the past 20 years, we have relocated PDs 
on Rowe Mesa in the Galisteo Basin near Santa Fe, 
on a few ranches up north and on the west mesa. 
Each locations had plusses and minuses, but it is 
always good to have options. In 2016, we made a 
concerted effort by contacting most of the major 
landholders in New Mexico, both government and 
private, as well as a few of the pueblos. We had 
some promising feedback, but, unfortunately, due to 
personnel and funding issues, nothing came of the 
effort.  
 
Following the 2022 board meeting, we are again 
trying.  A list of landholders, private, tribal and 
public, was compiled and the search began. We’ve 
had some positive feedback but, as before, these 
things take time.  Funding and staffing are always 
tight, so we are in competition with other projects. 
As one might imagine, any state or federal land 
comes with a number of caveats and “studies” must 
be done.  
 
I’d like to recognize the efforts of Ray W. and Paul 
P. who have been looking high and low (or perhaps 
north and south) to identify new habitat. 
 
At the time of writing this newsletter, the search is 
still on. If you know of anyone with a few sections 
of land in Gunnison’s habitat that is willing to host a 

few thousand prairie dogs, please let us know.  
 

Squirrel Rescues Continue 
 
A few years back PDP partnered with the American 
Society of Radiologic Technologists (ASRT) to 
remove squirrels building burrows in their retaining 
wall. A little background may help here. 
 
Many years ago, ASRT which is located on Route 66 
adjacent to Tijeras Creek, had to refurbish its 
retaining wall. This wall is no small feat of 
engineering, but rather a fairly substantial structure 
that holds the facility in place next to the creek.  

Over time, squirrels have burrowed into the 
retaining wall and threatened its integrity. A great 
deal of money was spent to refurbish the wall and 
when evidence of new burrowing was detected, they 
called PDP for help.  
 
A quick inspection of the area confirmed that PDs 
were not the culprit. Some stealth observation on 
part of ASRT via their security cameras showed a 
rock squirrel(s) as the likely culprit. It would be 
impractical for PDP to attempt to set up traps due 
to the sporadic nature of the visitor, thus ASRT 
offered to monitor traps if PDP would relocate the 
squirrels. A collaborative effort was established. 
Several squirrels were captured and released the first 
year and the number dropped off over the years. 
This summer a call came in about a captured 
squirrel! C. Rex immediately met up with the folks at 
ASRT and relocated the squirrel. They were given 
the option of continuing or suspending captures but 
opted to continue monitoring traps to protect their 
retaining wall. Many thanks to ASRT for taking a 

humane approach to dealing with their problem!  
 

Intern-al Affairs 
 

You may have 
noticed a new look 
on our web page. 
Thanks to the 
efforts of a diligent 
young lady, our 
message has been 
given a facelift. 
 
Ella W. offered to 
help with making 
the website easier 
to understand and 
use and with more 
interesting 
information for 
visitors.  

 
She worked over the summer on the project and the 
results are very promising indeed. She also assisted 
with processing of the prairie dogs and helped her 
dad, Ray W., cut carrots for supplemental feeding. 
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Seen on the Refuge 
 
Of the course of the summer, we had some luck spotting wildlife, including a box turtle, a herd of eight to 10 
oryx (a first for C. Rex), a number of toads, a few pronghorn and some quail. Woohoo!!! There used to be 
warning signs along the road advising drivers to be aware of crossing turtles. The last time C. Rex saw one was 

2006, another banner day!  
 

  
 

 
 

 

 
Prairie Dog Language Research a 
Foundation for Dog Translation 
 
Arizona-based biologist and author Con 
Slobodchikoff has found evidence that prairie dogs 
can communicate and have their own language. 
 
During decades of research, he and his team 
discovered that prairie dogs are able to describe the 
physical attributes of predators through their alarm 
calls. With a single chirp, a prairie dog can 
communicate the size, shape, speed and even 
clothing of humans. They also can identify, hawks, 
coyotes and other animals. 
 
Now, he’s breaking new ground again. 
Slobodchikoff is the CEO of Zoolingua, a startup 

working on technology to translate animal language, 
both verbal and somatic. 
 
The goal with this technology is to translate the 
language of domestic animals, particularly dogs. 
 
"The idea is that we have a device that you can point 
to a dog, and the device analyzes the dog's body 
language and vocal signals and says, 'I'm hungry or 
please let me out, I need to pee or you're scaring 
me,' or something along those lines," 
Slobodchikoff said in a National Public Radio 
interview. 
 
Jennifer Verdolin, an associate professor at the 
University of Arizona, has worked with 
Slobodchikoff and believes prairie dog colonies have 
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distinct dialects and also communicate through body 
language, such as by kissing. 
 
She believes that understanding distinct personalities 
of animals is the key to understanding animal 
communication systems. 
 
"You need to actually pay attention to who your dog 
is, just like you would to who your friend is or who 
your child is and what their individual needs are," 
Verdolin told NPR. "And then you work within 

that."  
 

Settling in for a Winter’s Rest 

 
Splashes of gold paint the arroyos, bosque and 
hillsides as the cottonwoods and chamisa sport their 
autumnal plumage, the winterfat waxes into wooly 
white stalks that will provide winter sustenance for a 
number of species, the sunsets are slowly edging 
their way south of Mount Taylor towards their 
winter solstice turn-a-bout, the early morning aroma 
of piñon burning in fireplaces to ward off the 
morning chill, the aroma of roasting chile permeates 
through the ether with promise of posole and green 
chile stew, and the air, oh my, the air, gone is the 
hot breath of summer, crisp mornings clear blue 
skies, oh my. So much for waxing eloquently… 
 
The tanks are all empty and the cages have been 
cleaned; the hay has been swept out of the staging 
facility; the volunteers, bless them, have returned to 
a normal schedule; the Suburban and tanker have 
been put up for what we hope will be a LONG 
winter’s rest; and most, if not all, of the prairie dogs 
are now hibernating. 
 
The now silent staging facility still holds echoes of 
prairie dogs in transit. Happy, hectic, hopeful, 
hateful, fearful echoes of our transient guests.  
 
It was a good year.  Prairie Dog Pals relocated 391 
prairie dogs and 7 squirrels. The site at Los Colinas 
was cleared prior to the start of construction. Big 
strides were made clearing the sites in Los Lunas 
and Belen, and 45 new burrows were installed at the 
refuge to accommodate this year’s release. Finally, 
our stewards, despite the heat and drought, were 
able to provide sustenance at the various sites. This 
is a joint accomplishment made possible by their 

sweat equity and the donations of our many 
supporters! So, thank you all! 
 

Annual Meeting 
 
The annual general meeting of Prairie Dog Pals was 
conducted on Feb. 6 via Zoom. You can go to 
www.prairiedogpals.org and download a copy of the 
minutes or use the following link: 
http://wp.me/p43nTx-wA. 
 
Yvonne thanked Nancy S.M., refuge biologist, and 
the board members for their continued contribution 
and support. She noted that 2021 had been a 
difficult year with health issues and the presence of 
COVID-19 and associated social distancing 
requirements. She thanked Ray W., Frances G., 
Bobbie C., Becky D., Mike T. and Debbie S. for 
their continued efforts with stewardship and 
fundraising. She also announced that the board was 
re-elected by unanimous acclaim for another two 
years. 
 
Finance: Ray reported that despite increased cost 
and demand for supplemental feeding, PDP was 
able to finish out 2021 slightly in the black. 
Unanticipated food and supplies costs were offset 
by income from contracts for the city of 
Albuquerque, Albuquerque Public Schools and 
private contractors. 
 
Site Stewardship: More volunteers are needed to 
help with feeding. Ray mentioned that he had gotten 
a lot of excess produce from local retailers in 2021 
and would follow up and try to expand on what we 
are getting during 2022. We are currently providing 
supplemental food at sites along Tramway, I-40 
interchanges between Eubank and Tramway, and 
Los Colinas and Sandia Vista Park. He stressed the 
need for more stewards until these sites are cleared.  
 
Legal: C.J. M. reported that as 2022 was a “budget” 
year, there were no animal issues being considered 
by the Legislature. She did mention that Roxy’s law 
and the ban had both been placed into effect.  
 
Media: Hosting of the website by Network 
Solutions was renewed for five years. There is still a 
good following on Facebook although some 
changes may be made to improve our overall impact 
with the community.   

http://www.prairiedogpals.org/
http://wp.me/p43nTx-wA
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Future Plans: We are planning to resume in-person 
meetings once the COVID threat has passed. We 
also plan to conduct garage sale(s) during 2022. We 
did not sell calendars in 2021 due to a number of 

issues but hope to resume in 2022.  
 
The next General Meeting is scheduled for 1 p.m. 
Sunday, Feb. 5, 2023.  The format (in-person vs. 
Zoom) has yet to be determined but will be posted 
on the Facebook page and emailed out during 
January 2023!  
 
 

Combatting misinformation on 
Prairie Dog Day 
 
We need to take another look at our yard-
destroying, grazing-land inhabiting, "plague-
carrying" neighbors. So says Dr. Lauren McCain, 
cochair of the Prairie Dog Coalition, which 
comprises some 30 member organizations.  
 

"We're 
looking to 
raise 
awareness on 
Prairie Dog 
Day (Feb. 2) 
and get 
people the 
information 
they need to 
know about 
prairie dogs. 
Because of 
population, 
destruction 
of habitat, 

disease and predation, and policies allowing them to 
be poisoned and exterminated, more than 95% of 
the historical prairie dog population has been 
destroyed." 
 
As a "keystone" species, the health of the North 
American plains in many ways depends upon the 
continued survival of these social critters. Living in 
complex networks of underground tunnels that can 
become large enough to host millions of prairie 
dogs, their churning of the soil and the nitrogen-rich 

dung they deposit help aerate, water and fertilize our 
high-desert lands. When these burrows become 
abandoned, they provide habitat for numerous other 
species, including the endangered black-footed 
ferret and the burrowing owl. And, of course, prairie 
dogs are delicious - providing a ready food source 
for swift foxes, coyotes, weasels, snakes, hawks and 
eagles. Nine other plains species literally depend on 

the prairie dogs for their survival.  
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In Memorium: Farewell to a Prairie Dog Pal 
 
In July 2022, we lost a dear friend and Prairie Dog Pal, Lynn D., who passed away at the age of 84.  Lynn and 
her husband Al, who survives her, were some of the original members of PDP and were involved with 
stewardship, outreach and rescue. They were instrumental in getting the lots cleared between Tramway and 
Landau (now condos, a dog park and a parking lot at the police substation).  
 
Her involvement predates the current day PDP, which dates to 2002. She was a stalwart supporter, active 
member and strong voice in protecting the prairie dogs. Some of her accomplishments include: 
 

  
 
Here is Lynn at the staging facility in 2005 loading prairie dogs for a release. On the left you can see her working 
with another volunteer loading up prairie dogs for release, on the right, out at the West Mesa. While it may look 
like she was relaxing in the shade, she was in fact keeping track of where the prairie dogs were going (burrows) to 
ensure that everyone got relocated to the right place in a timely manner. Lynn participated in several relocations 
over the years, only passing up when mobility became an issue. 
 

  
 
 

 
Lynn organized, participated in and attended a number of PDP outreach events. She designed and built a 
number of visual aids to promote prairie dogs. She also gave several presentations over the years. 
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Lynn and Ellie are scoping out the burrows to be flushed and trapped at the lot between Landau and Spanish 
Bit.  This lot was cleared prior to being converted into a dog park, which is still in use today. When it came time 
to clear the lot at Landau, she, Al and a neighbor Bob S. took some of the shifts trapping the prairie dogs.   
 

 
 

 
 
Lynn and All took care of the prairie dogs at a number of sites along Tramway. Here you can see some of the 
PDs enjoying the fruits of their labors. Recently when vision and mobility became an issue, she and Al were 
regulars with the deer in the neighborhood.   
 
Lynn and Al have helped the prairie dogs in a variety of ways over the years and several stories about them 

appeared in “Prairie Dog Tales.” Thank you, Lynn, you are missed! 
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Are you a supporter of 

Prairie Dog Pals? 
Here’s how you can help: 
 
Volunteer to be a steward, outreach spokesperson, 
relocator, or other prairie dog pal! 
Use your administrative skills to help us with our web site, 
PR, outreach, and more! 
Make a donation to support our work! 
 
We also accept additional donations of food and other 
needed supplies.   
 
I would like to support Prairie Dog Pals.  Enclosed is my 
check for $ ______ 
I would like to volunteer to help Prairie Dog Pals. Please 
contact me at the following:  
Name        

Phone        

Address       

City, State, Zip      

E-mail        

Send your tax-deductible contribution to: Prairie Dog Pals, 
PO Box 14235, Albuquerque, NM 87191 

 
 

 


